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TO:  SEEDISTEISUIIg^ - - - is  At,  l.  £  7  Crt 7 

ZE£RF5?W  action  reft.  Pei,  -A3  ^ 
f3 K  a  sej  1  a~n<i  _ _ _ _ _ „ _ _ 

Forwarded  as  inclosure  is  a  Combat  After  Action  Report  for 
Operation  Junction  City.  Operation  Junction  City  is  an  account  of 
the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  participation  in  this  operation 
during  Phase  I  and  Phase  II.  Operation  Junction  City  was  conducted 
during  the  periods  22  February  -  15  March  1967  and  20  March  -  13 
April  1967.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to 
insure  appropriate  benefits  in  the  future  from  lessons  learned  during 
current  operations,  and  may  be  adapted  for  use  in  developing  training 
material. 
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t  Due  to  the  length  of  Operation  JUNCTION  COT,  and  the  fact  that  the  operation 
j  was  conducted  in  two  distinct  phases  (JUNCTION  COT  I  and  JUNCTION  CITT  II),  this 
I  report  will  be-' divided  into  two  sections.  The  first  phase  .will  cove^the  planning, 

/  staging'  and  execution  of  the  parachute  assault,  and  the  inclusive  dates  rout  uoTJT 
/  through  15  March  1967.  The  seccr.d  phase  of  this  report,  (JUNCTION  COT  II),  -win 
;  cover; operations  in  the  MINH  THANH  Region  of  WAR  ZONE  "C"^  20  March  through  13  April, 

!  whereupon  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade's  role  in  the  operation  was  temiaated. 
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SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  -  Operation  JUKCTICN  CITT  I  &  II 


TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff 

For  Force  Development 
Department  of  the  Army 
Washington,  D.  C.  20310 


The  follcsring  report  is  submitted  in  accordance  with  KACV  Directive  Jkmber 
a35>8.  (RCS  Exempt) 

1»  General:  Operation  JUNCTION  CITT  was  originally  conceived  in  the  latter 
part  of  November  1966,  The  original  concent  of  one  rations  called  for  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division,  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade,  the  25th  Infantry 
Division,  the  196th  light  Infantry  Brigade,  the  9th  Infantry  Division  (-),  the  11th 
Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  (-),  and  the  1st  Brigade  of  the  101st  Airborne  Division.' 
Initially,  the  101st  was  selected  to  nerform  the  parachute  Phase  of  the  operation. 

The  rationale  behind  this  selection  was  that  they  were  already  staged,  which  would 
mean  a  considerable  saving  of  time.  This  unit  was  dropped,  however,  since  they  were 
scheduled  for  another  operation  or  participation  in  another  operation  in  the  I  Carps 
Tactical  Zone,  Operation  JUNCTION  CITT  was  aimed  directly  toward  the  destruction  of 
the  COSVN  (Central  Office  of  South  Vietnam),  and  the  9th  North  Vietncmese  Division. 

The  original  date  of  Ooeratlon  JUNCTION  CITT  was  to  be  in  the  latter  part  of 
January  1967,  shortly  after  the  completion  of  Operation  NIAGARl/CEDAR  PALIS,  how¬ 
ever,  intelligence  reports  of  Viet  Cong  activity  led  to  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade's 
deployment  to  WAR  ZONE  "Dn  on  Operation  BIG  SPRING.  Hanning  continued  on  Operation 
JUNCTION  CIII  however,  and  upon  the  termination  of  operations  in  the  “D  ZtNE“,  the 
final  touches  were  put  on  plans  for  JUNCTION  CITT  ALTERNATE.  -  The  nev-  plan  called 
for  a  reverse  in  the  original  concent  of  operations,  that  is,  the  Brigade  was  to 
assault  the  eastern  portion  of  WAR  ZONE  “C“.  and  in  the  second  phase,  the  western 
portion.  The  Brigade's  own  study  of  the  plea,  reconnaissance  etc.  led  to  the  exs¬ 
cut  i  or.  of  the  parachute  assault  phase  of  Operation  JUNCTION  CITT  ALTERNATE.  The 
previous  plan  had  called  for  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade'  (Separate)  to  conduct  air- 
sob  lie  assaults  and  then  search  and  destroy  operations.  The  primary  factor  behind 
the  jump  was  to  place  the  maximal  number  of  troops  on  the  ground  in  the  shortest 
period  of  time  to  reducu  the  requirenent  for  helicopter  support.  In  addition,  this 
maneuver  would  give  Alii  ad  Forces  the  complete  element  of  surprise,  leaving  the  enemy 
confused  and  scattered,  sore  so  than  a  heltborne  assault  since  a  lai*>er  force  could 
be  introduced. 

At  0900  hours  on  22  February  196?,  the  jwpmaster’s  voice  'rose  above  the  roar 
of  the  C-130,  “STAND  IK  THE  DOOR*  and  Brigadier  General  John  R,  Deane  Jr.  shuffled 
into  the  right  door,  LTC  Robert  H.  Sigholtx,  the  Airborne  Task  Force  Commander 
(2/503d  Infantry  (+)),  took  his  poeitico  in  the  left  door.  As  the  green  light  flashed, 
“GO!*,  General  Deane  jumped,  leading  the  first  parachute  assault  in  the  Republic  of 
VKTNWi  and  the  first  such  assault  sines  the  KOREAN  CONFLICT . 
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Otm  otter  person  that  we  would  like  to  cite  is  Chief  Tamnt  Officer  Sarerd 
P.  Helvin,  presently  assigned  to  tho  Supply  end  Transport  *>tion  Caepecy  of  the  173d 
Support  Battalion,  OO  Helrin,  mo  is  nor  53  years  old  eod  a  resident  of  San  Pres, 
cisco,  California,  eade  this  parachute  assault,  his  fifth  in  crrsr  20  years  of  cs> 
bat  terries.  His  four  pterions  confect  assaults  were  at  CEL  A,  SIGHT,  SALSHK,  ST. 
KE35  (night  j«ap)  end  now,  vicinity  of  CAT®,  SSI.  This  is  a  significant  aceunplish. 
went  in  every  sense. 

2.  late  of  Operation;  Operation  JDBCTIOH  CUT  AL3SQUTS 

3.  aeferencaa:  Haps,  fit  turn,  1:50,000,  Series  L-7C&1,  Sheets  6232  H  and 

6232  m. 

tU  aje.  of  Operation:  Parachute  Assault  and  Search  and  Destroy 

5.  Date  of  Operation:  22  February  through  15  harch  1967 

6.  Location:  fcrttera  TAT  UK  P30TOKK,  vicinity  of  CATCH  iVAB  ZGHK  -C») 

7.  Ccggd  Headquarters:  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate) 

8.  Beportlat  Officer:  Brigadier  General  John  K.  Dame  Jr. 

9 .  Teak  Force  Cegwriiatlnn: 

Oneretion  JBCTICH  CUT  jSSBtUOK 
Hellboene  Task  Farce 

1/5 03d  3hf  -  UC  SACHS  A/SCd  Inf  .  LTC  liODZI 

Sagr  Dao  Be  Sag r  Sens  Ik 

3  Scout  Dog  Ike  3  Scout  Dag  The 

Bde  Control 

D/lfcth  hear 

K/l7th  Car  (Discounted) 

173d  Kngr  Co  (-) 

3/3 19th  Arty  (-) 

a.  2*  m  i/5C3d  opcoi 
A.2-  nt  A/5C3d  CPCCH 
aac  (-) 

Airborne  Task  Faroe  -  UC  SJJflftlTi 
2/50*  jgf 

HP  Sqd  SV  Tana 

Sngr  Sqd  Signal  Section 

A/3/319th  Arty  Spa  ft»  Teat 

Bde  TAC  CP 
HP  See  Sqd 
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ouBtiACT:  Uoabat  derations  After  Action  Report  -  Operation  JUNCTION  C2TT  I  4  II 


a.  United  Statee  Air  Force 

(1)  Site  of  Faroe: 

(a)  3d  Tactical  Fighter  Wing 

(b)  12th  Tactical  Fighter  Wing 

(c)  3 l«t  Tactical  Fighter  Wing 

(d)  35th  Tactical  Fighter  Wing 

(2)  Ho*  and  When  Baplcyed: 

(a)  TAC  Sorties 

3d  TFW  °  . 122 

12th  TF W  .......  . . 32 

31ot  TFW  ...  . . 54 

35th  TFW  ......  . . J9±_ 

TOT  AL  SORTIES . .  .  IST 


(b)  FAC  Sorties . 52 

(c)  VNAF  Sorties . 0 

(d)  Tons  of  Ordnance  ........  339.5 


(e)  Visual  Reconnaissance 


(f )  Escort  Missions  . . 3 

(g)  Airborne  Assault  Support  .....  32 

(h)  Aerial  Reeupply  ..........  151 

(3)  Results  and  Effectiveness!  Tactical  Air  Support  during  this  opera¬ 
tion  *aa  highly  effective.  Delays  were  encountered  on  isolated  occasions  when  troops 
were  not  properly  drilled  in  narking  their  positions  for  air  identification.  It  is 
felt  that  with  a  better  understanding  of  FAC  procedure  and  sequence  of  events  in  con¬ 
ducting  airs trikes  will  enable  ordnance  to  be  placed  on  targets  with  alnlaua  delay. 

(4)  Tlneliness:  A1!  sorties  provided  arrived  within  a  usable  tine 
frsne  and  aost  were  effectively  employed. 

b.  Ang.  Aviation 

(1)  Slse  of  Force: 

During  Operation  JUNCTION  COT  ALTERNATE,  the  Brigade  wae  supported 
by  the  following  aviation  unite: 

(a)  U.tb  Aviation  Battalion 
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(b)  145th  Aviation  Battalion 

(c)  1st  Aviation  Battalion 

(d)  173<i  Aviation  Platoon  (Caaper  Platoon) 

(2)  Hew  and  When  Buployed: 

Missions  Sorties 

Ccnbat  Assault.  ............  1,179 

Anted  Helicopter  ............  342 

Resupply.  ...» . .  .....  3,982 

Cceaand  and  Liaison  . . 1,179 

Aerial  Reconnaissance  .....  .  12 

Psychological  Operations  .........  0 

Aerial  Observer  .............  51 

TOTAL  .  . . . .  .  . . 9,717 

(3)  Highlights  of  Aviation  Activities:  An  increasing  mmiber  of  night 
Missions  were  flown  by  aircraft  supporting  the  Brigade.  The  majority  of  the  require¬ 
ment  were  ter  command  and  control  aircrift  in  covering  night  operations  and  contacts. 

(4)  A  total  of  2,821  hous  were  flown  in  support  of  Operation  JUNCTION 
COT  ALTERNATE  for  a  daily  average  of  123  hours  per  day. 

(5)  A  total  of  9,518  passengers  were  transported  by  rotary  wing  air¬ 
craft  during  the  operation. 

(6)  A  total  of  691  tone  of  cargo  was  flown  during  the  course  of  Opera¬ 
tion  JUNCTION  COT  I  for  a  dail  average  of  50  tons. 

(7)  Results  and  Effectiveness:  The  aviation  support  which  the  Brigade 
received  wae  adequate  to  perform  ite  assigned  mission.  The  use  of  helicopters  to  per¬ 
form  airmobile  assaults  resulted  in  the  battalions  being  placed  into  areas  where 
hostile  forces  were  unable  to  react.  All  aviation  support  missions  were  completed 
with  minimal  damage  to  aircraft. 

(8)  Timeliness:  Aviation  support  was  available  to  units  at  all  times 
except  when  complete  absence  of  aircraft  existed. 

c0  Artillery 

(1)  Size  of  Force: 

Btry  A,  3d  Bn,  319th  Arty  (6  105mm  How) 

Btry  B,  3d  Bn,  319th  Arty  (6  105mm  How) 

Btry  C,  3d  Bn,  319th  Arty  (6  105ms  How) 

4.2K  Mortar  Pit,  1st  Bn,  503d  Inf  (Attached) 

4.2*  Mortar  Pit,  4th  Bn,  503d  Inf  (Attached) 

(2)  Hew  and  When  Employed: 


C0NF 
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(a)  On  19  February  1967,  at  1230  hours.  Batteries  B  and  C  of 
the  3d  Battalion,  319th  Artillery  were  moved  by  C-130  aircraft  from  rilEN  HOA  to 
a  forward  staging  area  vicinity  of  •'  *AN  LOI  Airstrip  (XT  807899)  closing  at  1917 
hours.  Ch  22  February  1967,  Battery  A,  3d  Battalion,  319th  Artillery  moved  by 
C-130  aircraft  from  BIEN  HOA.  At  0900  hours.  Alpha  Battery,  in  conjunction  and 
under  the  Ope rati oneli -Control  of  the  2/5Q3d  Infantry,  made  a  parachute  assault 
into  Position  LIZ,  vioinity  of  KATUH  (XT  344925).  The  3d  Battalion,  319th  Artil¬ 
lery  moved  by  road  iron  Position  LIZ  to  lire  Support  Base  III  vicinity  coordinates 
XT  288815  on  5  March  1967,  closing  at  1405  hours.  The  3/319th  Artillery,  in  di¬ 
rect  support  of  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade,  fired  on  call  missions  daily  throughout 
the  operation.  The  air  observer  was  used  daily  for  registration  and  missions  as 
reouested  by  ground  elements.  The  ground  observers  attached  to  the  Infantry  com¬ 
panies  fired  contact  missions  and  defensive  concentrations  in  support  of  their 
units, 

(b)  H  &  I  fires  were  planned  daily  by  forward  observers,  batta¬ 
lion  liaison  officers  and  the  battalion  S3, 

(c)  Preparation  of  Landing  Zones: 

2  Mar  67  -  0800-08151  -  XT  29349184,  XT  29539170,  XT  2927- 
9127,  XT  29089140,  XT  29349184. 

4  Mar  67  -  0800-0830H  -  2/5Q3d  Inf  Prep  -  XT  3694,  XT  375- 
945,  XT  37659385,  XT  379948. 

4  Mar  67  -  1222-1252H  -  4/503d  Inf  Prep  -  LZ  41,  41A  -  XT 
373823,  XT  372828,  XT  372828  -  XT  375825,  XT  375825  -  XT  371852. 

6  Mar  67  -  0900-093®  -  2/503d  Inf  Prep  -  LZ  21  -  XT  371852  - 
370857,  XT  370857  -  XT  376859,  XT  378855  -  371852. 

6  Mar  67  -  1100-113®  -  l/5Q3d  Inf  Prep  -  LZ  11,  J1A  - 
XT  357792  -  XT  355799  -  3580,  XT  359792,  XT  357792,  XT  358798  -  359792.  Grid  XT 
374790  -  XT  373795  -  XT  3780,  XT  378790  -  XT  374790,  XT  375795  -  XT  378790. 

(3)  Results  and  Effectiveness:  Preparatory  fires  on  landing  and  ex¬ 
traction  zones  were  very  effective  as  proven  by  the  relatively  mall  amount  of 
ground  fire  that  was  received  by  the  assaulting  and  extracting  troops.  Advancing 
fires  were  employed  on  numerous  occasions.  These  fires  enabled  the  infantry  to 
move  with  greater  speed  and  less  contact.  When  contact  was  made,  devastating  artil 
l»ry  fire  both  on  the  enemy  and  in  blocking  positions  were  fired  in  the  infantry's 
support.  Defensive  concentrations  were  stressed  and  were  fired  for  all  elemento. 
Counter-mortar  fires  wre  employed  on  two  occasions  with  outstanding  results,  H  & 

I  missions  received  increased  emphasis  with  an  average  of  5 00  rounds  per  night. 
R83ults  of  these  fires  are  unknoxn.  TOT’s  were  fired  on  previous  base  camps  and 
intelligence  targets  both  day  and  night, 

(4)  Timeliness:  Coordination  between  artillery,  TAC  Air  and  gun- 
ships  on  preparations  was  very  effective.  Problems  arose  on  contact  missions 
when  TAC  Air  was  employed.  The  artillery  was  given  check  fire  too  long  before 
the  air  strikes  began,  resulting  in  a  period  of  time  when  no  ordnance  was  beiq; 
delivered.  The  delay- between "rtceipt  of  fire  missions  until  first  round  shot  was 
governed  by  time  required  for  air  and  ground  clearance.  Fire  missions  requested 
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in  areas  requiring  1st  Division  clearance  also  caused  delays.  The  technical  com¬ 
putations  required  by  all  FDC's  were  accomplished  with  both  speed  and  accuracy. 

(5)  Missions  and  Bounds  Fired: 

(a)  105m  How.’tser 

Missions  -  1,423 
Bounds  Expended  -  45,282 

(b)  4.2*  Mortar 

Missions  -  48- 
Bounds  Expended  -  4,947 

d.  E  Troop.  17th  Cavalry 

(1)  Sise  of  Force: 

Cavalry  Troop 

LRRP  Platoon  and  Troop  Headquarters 

Vehicles  -  26  1/4-ton  vehicles,  11  3/4-tou  vehicles  and  2  2  1/2-tcn 
trucks  (to  include  one  (l)  500-gallon  tanker), 

(2)  How  and  When  Employed: 

(a)  Initially,  the  Troop  was  flown  to  QUAN  LOI  without  its  ccmbat 
vehicles  due  to  the  original  plan  calling  for  the  troop  to  be  employed  as  a  clande¬ 
stine  rifle  company.  On  the  21at  of  February,  the  Troop  flew  back  to  B1EN  H0A;  where 
the  vehicles  were  picked  up  and  *E"  Troop  titave  to  30UI  DA. 

(b)  During  the  period  21  February  -  3  March  1967,  the  Troop  assis¬ 
ted  in  the  defense  of  SOUI  DA.  On  3  March,  the  Troop  eoved  to  Artillery  Base  1. 
Attached  to  EA7th  Car  was  an  Armored  Cavalry  Platoon  from  the  1/Ath  Cavalry  and  four 
K-42  "Dusters*  (Twin  4<hm). 

(c)  While  securing  Artillery  Base  1,  the  Troop  engaged  in  as 
aggressive  patrol  plan  keeping  one  platoon  out  at.  all  tines, 

(3)  Results  and  Kffectiveneee :  During  the  operation,  numerous  patrols 
were  deployed  around  the  area  which  the  Troop  was  responsible  for  securing.  This 
resulted  in  five  (5)  VC  KXA  (BC).  The  Cavalry  Troop  spent' many  hours  in  preparing 
their  position  with  overhead  cover,  and  for  the  first  time,  the  Troop  CP  operated 
underground.  This  proved  very  effective  during  the  mortar  attack  which  the  unit 
underwent,  and  because  of  this,  the  operations  and  cceanml rations  personnel  were 
able  to  continue  to  operate  with  little  difficulty.  Also  during  this  operation, 
the  Troop  mortars  were  consolidated  into  one  asperate  platoon.  This  proved  very 
effective,  because  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  one  man  they  operated  more  rapidly  and 
efficiently, 

(4)  Timeliness :  All  missions  of  the  Troop  were  accomplished  on  time 
during  the  operation. 
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e.  Coa 


D.  16th  Armor 


(1)  Size  of  Forces 

(a)  Phase  I  -  D/l6th  Armor  (3  APC  Pits),  organic  to  i?3d  Abn  Bde  (Sep) 

(b)  Phase  II  -.TF  TANKER:  C/2/34th  Armor 

D/16th  Armor 
D/4/503d  Inf 

(2)  How  and  When  Saployed: 

(a)  On  20  February  1967,  D/l6th  Armor  provided  security  for  con¬ 
voys  moving  to  SUOI  DA. 


(b)  Cta  D  -  1,  D/l6th  Armor  was  attached  to  l/4th  Cavalry  at  the 
vicinity  of  SUOI  DA  and  moved  with  l/4th  Cavalry  north  to  link  up  with  the  l/5Q3d 
Infantry  at  IT  324886,  D/16th  Armor  was  detached  from  1/4  Cavalry  upon  linking  up. 


(c)  D/l6th  Armor  (-)  was  0P00N  to  the  4/5Q31  Infantry,  effective 
270700  hours  February  1967.  At  the  same  time,  one  platoon  from  the  Armor  Company 
became  under  the  Operational  Control  of  the  2/;  03d  Infantry,  Two  1.2)  APC's  were 
provided  for  support  of  the  BSOC, 


1967. 


(d)  D/l6th  Armor  OPCCN  to  the  2/5Q3d  Infantry  as  of  28  February 


(e)  D/16th  Armor  as  a  part  of  TF  TANKER  (D/l6th  Armor,  C/2/34th 
Amor  and  D/4/5Q3d  Infantry),  to  attack  at  060700H  March  1967  southeast  along  ROUTE 
246  to  clear  the  route  to  BO  TUC  (XT  380857 ).  Then  movement  south  was  initiated  from 
BO  TUC  and  Search  and  Destroy  operations  were  conducted  in  zone  throughout  Objective 
RON,  During  this  time,  TF  TANKEP.  had  to  be  prepared  to  assist  the  l/5Q3d  Infantry, 
the  2/5Q3d  Infantry  and/or  the  4/503d  Infantry  on  order  and  maintain  coordination 
with  the  2/5Q3d  Infantry  while  moving  along  ROUTE  246. 

(f)  D/l6th  Amor  was  detached  from  duty  on  13  March  1967  and  re¬ 
mained  at  FSB  III,  On  14  March,  D/l6th  provided  road  convoy  security  to  the  3/319th 
Artillery  returning  to  BIEN  HOA, 

(3)  Results  and  Effectiveness:  The  company  was  once  again  properly 
deployed  in  the  role  of  Amor,  and  with  the  attachment  of  D/i/5Q3d  Infantry,  the 
unit  functioned  as  a  mechanized  rifle  company.  By  utilizing  tanks  to  break  the  trails, 
D/l6th  Armor  was  able  to  cover  large  areas  of  juigle,  and  to  deploy  the  infantry  in 
a  S  &  D  role.  The  company  reacted  well  to  enemy  contact  and  exercised  good  fire  con¬ 
trol  and  discipline.  It  was  discovered  that  the  number  of  infantrymen  that  can  be 
safely  transported  by  vehicle  is  ten.  Any  more  than  this  will  cause  the  TC  to  be 
unable  to  fight  with  his  .50  caliber  MG,  Overall,  the  operation  was  highly  success¬ 
ful  from  the  Amor  point  of  view.  When  deployed,  the  company  was  able  to  make  maxi¬ 
mum  utilization  of  all  assets  found  in  an  amor  unit. 
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Three  (3)  Lino  Plotoono  {-) 

Qm  (1)  Maintenance  Platoon  (-) 

Che  (1)  Headquarters  Section 

(2)  How  and  When  ^ployed:  On  20  February  1967,  the  173d  Engineer 
Company  (-)  departed  BIEN  HOA  for  SUOI  DA  In  WAR  ZONE  "C".  Proa  20  February  to 
23  February  1967,  the  company  cleared  the  single  lane  by-pass  road  of  nines  be¬ 
tween  coordinates  XT  292606  and  X?  2866 ',5  and  constructed  a  second  lane  to  this 
critical  supply  road.  On  23  February,  the  coapany  acred  by  conroy  frea  SUOI  DA 
to  KATCH,  The  following  actirities  were  conducted  by  the  173d  Engineer  Coapany 
between  23  February  1967  and  7  March  1967 t 

(a)  Cleared  road  between  coordinates  XT  323883  and  IT  314943 

of  nines  daily, 

(b)  Constructed  and  installed  five  (5)  36"  diameter  metal 
culverts  along  road  between  coordinates  XT  323883  and  XT  314943. 

(c)  Constructed  a  hasty-type  road  from  the  BSOC  to  3/319th 

Artillery. 

(d)  Constructed  70'  timber  trestle  bridge  at  XT  337894. 

(e)  Constructed  the  TOC  bunker  at  Brigade  Headquarters  vici¬ 
nity  XT  345925. 

(f)  Cleared  ROUTE  246  of  nines  from  XT  333897  to  XT  380857 
and  constructed  two  abutments  for  an  AVLB  vicinity  XT  321939. 

(g)  Upgraded  the  road  net  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Brigade's 
ACR  to  class  50  and  rendered  enept  aabuah  sites  along  roads  in  this  area  by 
clearing  brush  to  a  distance  of  100  meters  an  sides  of  all  roads. 

(h)  Loaned  the  1st  Engl’  aer  Battalion  a  dozer,  several  trucks  and 
an  air  compressor  in  which  to  build  a  C-130  airstrip  vicinity  of  ICATUM. 

(i)  Produced  approximately  220,000  gallons  of  potable  water  for 

the  Brigade. 

(j)  Cb  7  March,  the  Engineer  Company  moved  fre*  KATIM  to  UJOI 
DA  and  aet  up  a  perimeter.  At  this  location,  the  company  carried  on  the  following 
activities  between  7  March  1967  and  12  March  1967s 


1.  Constructed  the  TOC  Bunker 

2.  Helped  repair  the  MSB  in  support  of  A/l68th  Engineer 

Battalion.  *~ 


2_.  Conducted  training  classes  on  maintenance,  demolitions, 
weapons,  engineering  tools,  and  mine  detectors. 


ticn  teams. 


4«  Supported  the  168th  Engineer  Battalion  with  mine  dstec- 
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(3)  Results  and  Ef fectivenese :  The  173d  Engineer  Company  prorided 
timely  and  ccmpetant  engineering  support  wheneTsr  called  upon, 

g.  173d  Military  Police  Platoon 

(1)  Size  of  Force:  The  force  constituting  the  173d  HP's  during  Opera¬ 
tion  JUNCTION  CITT  ALTERNATE  was  as  follows: 

Rsreoonel: 

Four  (4)  10-man  squads 
Two  (2)  Officers 
Four  (4)  National  Policemen 
Coe  (1)  Interpreter 

Equlpaent: 

(l)  3/4-ton  truck 
Seven  (7)  l/4-ton  trucks 
Six  (6)  K-60  aachineguns 
One  (1)  ,50  caliber  machine  gun 

(2)  How  and  When  Employed  : 

(a)  Che  squad  was  attached  to  the  2/5 03d  Infantry  for  lurtlste 
HP  support,  to  provide  one  more  rifle  squad  and  to  aake  the  first  ccak«t  parachute 
assault  in  VIETNAM  with  xhe  infantry  task  force. 

(b)  Esployed  to  provide  the  necessary  traffic  control  points 

and  security  for  the  movement  of  the  Brigade  (-)  frm  BIEN  HOA  to  the  aroa  of  opera¬ 
tions. 


(c )  Employed  to  provide  and  maintain  a  PCU  Collecting  Point  at 
the  Brigade  Forward  Base  Cap  to  include  guarding,  feeding  r-nd  evacuation  of  captives. 


(d)  Esployed  to  provide  necessary  traffic  control  points  and 
security  for  the  movement  of  the  Brigade  BSOC  to  the  tactical  area  of  operations 
■>d.th  E/17th  Cavalry. 


nose. 


(e)  To  provide  security  for  the  TOC  during  the  hours  of  dark- 


(f)  To  provide  a  security  guard  on  the  C  fending  General's 
living  area  during  the  hours  of  dar.-.i-ass. 


(g)  To  provide  one  HP  scuad  for  the  CG  during  the  parachute 
assault  for  security  uurposes. 


(h)  Esployed  to  provide  security  and  TCP's  for  the  movement  of 
the  Brigade  Headquarters  elements  from  KATUH  tc  fiUOI  DA. 


(i)  To  patrol  Off-Limits  areas  of  SU0I  DA. 


(J> 


BSOC  :-e supply  convoys 


Esployed  to  provide  security  for  Engineer  work  parties  and 
from  SU0I  DA  to  KATOJ. 
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(k)  Qaployed  to  escort  an  Engineer  Platoon  back  to  B3EN  HOA 
prior  to  the  Brigade  Forward  CP  displacing  to  Base  Camp. 

(l)  The  remaining  Military  Police  who  were  left  at  Base  Canp 
(BIEN  HOA)  were  employed  to  provide  law,  order  and  discipline  to  the  Brigade  rear. 

(3)  Results  and  Effectiveness:  The  road  move  free  EZEN  HOA  to  SUOI  DA 
by  the  Brigade  BSOC  was  accomplished  with  no  difficulty.  The  squad  attached  to  the 
2/5Q3d  Infantry,  after  participating  in  the  parachute  assault,  performed  many  and 
varied  missions  with  the  rifle  battalion  to  include  perimeter  guard,  recon  patrols 
with  the  Reconnaissance  Platoon  and  clearing  patrols.  This  HP  Squad  did  an  outstan¬ 
ding  job  while  attached  to  the  infantry  unit  in  both  the  field  of  infantry  and  in 
military  policing.  When  the  Brigade  arrived  at  SUOI  DA,  the  tom  was  placed  "Off- 
Limits"  and  cn  two  occasions,  the  MP's  were  called  upon  late  at  night  to  go  into 
the  village  and  locate  Brigade  personnel  who  had  broken  the  restriction.  On  both 
occasions,  the  personnel  were  found  and  returned  to  their  units.  The  movement  back 
to  BIEN  HOA  was  accomplished  with  nc  difficulty  or  enemy  contact.  There  were  no 
POW's  processed  during  the  operation. 

(4)  Timeliness:  All  missions  of  the  173d  MP  Platoon  were  accomplished 
on  time  during  the  operation. 

11.  Intelligence 

a.  Enemy  Situation  Before  Operation:  Prior  to  the  consencement  of  the 
operation,  the  following  units  were  believed  to  bs  in  the  AD:  The  Military  Affairs 
Committee,  COSVN  (Central  Office  of  South  Viet  Nat),  the  Headquarters  of  the  101st 
KVA  Regiment,  and  the  272d  VC  Regiment.  The  enemy  was  attributed  with  the  following 
capabilities : 

(1)  To  defend  up  to  Battalion  size  forces  to  permit  withdrawal  of 
key  personnel,  equipment  and  records. 

(2)  To  conduct  limited  attacks  against  small  friendly  unite  when  he 
believed  he  had  tactical  superiority  or  the  surprise  factor. 

(3 )  To  make  maximal  use  of  mortars,  sniper  fire,  mines  and  booby- 

traps. 


b.  Enemy  Situation  During  Operation:  From  22  February  to  15  March,  ele¬ 
ments  of  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  with  2/34th  Armor,  maintained  daily 
contact  with  the  enemy.  The  contacts  were  usually  initiated  by  friendly  forces  and 
terminated  by  withdrawal  by  the  VC.  The  largest  contacts  by  elements  of  the  l’73d 
were:  3  March  1967  contacts,  a  Battalion  size'  attack  on  one  friendly  company.  The 
VC  force  was  believed  to  be  one  Battalion  of  the  VC  70th  Guard  Regiment,  reinforced 
by  local  guerrilla  elements.  The  U  March  attack  was  at  least  one  battalion  of  the 
lOlst  MVA  Regiment.  The  contact  lasted  sporadically  for  3  days.  The  3/319th  Artil¬ 
lery  Battalion  on  11  March  supported  a  US  1st  Division  FSB  under  attack  from  an  esti¬ 
mated  battalion  from  the  272d  Regiment,  Numerous  VC  base  camps  were  found  which 
contained  fortifications,  weapons,  foodstuffs,  and  documents.  The  size  ranged  from 
squad  to  regimental.  When  possible,  base  camps  were  destroyed.  One  base  camp  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  the  Signal  Report  Military  Affairs  Section,  COSVN  contained  the  follo¬ 
wing  significant  items:  1  DAG  1  Portable  DF  CIA  4617  SN  530,  1  IKTTR  Model  102E 
w/microphone  (Chicom),  1  U/I  switch  board  (possibly  Chiccm),  11  receivers,  2  -  12HC 
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(Cotnuniat  bloc),  15  telephones  (Czech  made),  assorted  ooetponent  parts.  Also,  in  a 
base  cap  belie  red  to  be  the  Headquarters  for  the  Administrative  Staff  Section  for 
Assault  Touth  Group,  CQSVN,  which  contained  the  following  significant  equipment: 

625  rolls  and  reels  of  movie  fila,  2,000  photos,  five  (5)  l£mm  movie  cater  as,  one 
(1)  box  caaera,  1,000  lbs  of  photo  equipment.  Also  captured  were  filas  of  the  56 
AA  Artillery  Battalion,  the  69th  Artillery  Regiment  and  papers  indicating  the  pre¬ 
sence  of  the  70th  Guard  Regiaent  and  the  272d  ftLglnerrt  within  the  AO. 

c.  Area  of  Operations: 

(1)  Weather  and  Cliaate:  The  weather  during  Operation  JUNCTION  CITY 
ALTERNATE  was  clear  and  dry  throughout  the  entire  period.  Light  fog  occasionally 
appeared  in  the  early  morning  hours,  but  dissipated  prior  to  0300  hours.  One  light 
afternoon  shower  occurred  during  the  period.  The  aean  maximum  temperature  was  72°. 
The  weather  was  ideal  for  ground  operations  throughout  the  entire  period. 

(2)  Terrain:  The  operational  area  was  in  the  norther  section  of  TAT 
NINH  IVovlnce  which  forms  the  major  portion  of  WAR  7 ONE  "C".  The  topography  was 
characterized  by  gently  rolling  hills  and  flat  land.  NUI  BA  DEN,  a  986  meter  high 
mountain  located  at  IT  280530,  was  the  most  predominant  terrain  feature  in  the  area. 
The  SONG  DONG  NAI  and  the  CONG  VAM  CO  DONG  form  the  major  drainage  pattern  in  the 
area  of  interest.  Other  streams  and  intermittant  waterways  were  interlaced  throu^i- 
out  the  AO.  Fifty  percent  of  the  area  was  covered  with  dense  forest.  The  dense 
underbrush  and  thick  forest  made  movement  off  the  primary  trails  slow  and  difficult. 
The  main  US  road  in  the  area  was  NATIONAL  HIGHWAY  22.  ROUTE  4,  which  extends  north 
from  TAY  NINH  is  in  good  condition  up  to  KATUN.  All  of  the  bridges  on  ROUTE  4  be¬ 
tween  TAY  NINH  and  KATUN  were  capable  of  supporting  military  traffic.  During  the 
dry  season,  the  hardened  soil  conditions  caused  sane  difficulty  in  constructing 
ground  positions. 

d.  Final  Analysis:  Contacts  with  the  enemy  ranged  in  size  from  scruad  to 
possibly  battalion  size  contact.  Daily  contact  was  made  throughout  the  Operation. 
The  VC  did  not  attack  without  the  advantage  of  surprise,  superior  strength  or  unless 
occupying  fortified  positions.  The  VC  stood  and  fought  longer  than  expected,  indi¬ 
cating  they  were  blocking  for  the  movement  of  important  persons  or  materials.  Nume¬ 
rous  base  camps,  food  and  supply  caches  located  throughout  the  AO,  combined  wit».  a 
vast,  well  used  trail  system,  indicated  that  the  area  was  an  infiltration  route  and 
rest  area  for  VC  entering  VIETNAM  tram  CAMBODIA,  as  well  as  a  well  established  base 
camp  area.  The  COSYN  was  further  weakened  by  the  loss  of  valuable  equipment  and  im¬ 
portant  records  and  the  VC  morale  was  lowered  by  their  incapability  to  protect  their 
most  important  headquarters.  Signal  Depot  -  Military  Affairs  Section  COSVM,  the  56th 
AA  Artillery  Battalion,  the  69th  Artillery  Regiment,  the  70th  Guard  Regiment  and  the 
272d  VC  Regiment, 

e.  Sources  of  Sitelllger.ee:  During  Operation  JUNCTION  CITY  I  (ALTERNATE), 
the  17 2d  Military  Intelligence  Detachment  supported  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Sepa¬ 
rate)  in  fulfilling  its  mission.  The  activities  of  each  section  ere  given  b&Lcsr. 

(1)  Imagery  Interpretation  Section: 

(a)  Imagery  Interpretation  support  for  Operation  JUNCTION  CITY 
I  consisted  of  the  preparation  of  immediate  reports,  detailed  LZ  and  DZ  analysis, 
construction  of  mosaics,  aerial  reconnaissance  and  weather  support.  The  DZ  was 
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selected  tentatively  from  axaminr.tion  of.  picto-fcap  coverage  of  the  operational 
area.  Aerial  photography  was  cbtaijed  confirming  the  original  selection,  A  de¬ 
tailed  analysis  of  the  DZ  area  was  written  and  a  mosaic  of  the  I'Z  was  constructed, 
anotated  and  reproduced  in  50  copies.  Hand  held  photography  of  the  general  DZ  area 
1  mw d lately  prior  to  the  jtmp  was  obtained  through  Det  "A* ,  1st  MIBARS. 

(b)  Aerial  Reconnaissance  was  ilown  during  the  operation  ez- 
clasively  in  Air  Force  FAC  aircraft  flying  from  TAT  HUB. 

(c)  Imagery  Interpretation  support  for  Operation  JUNCTION  CITT  I 


consisted  of  the  following: 

Aerial  Reconnaissance  Missions  Honrs 

Amy  UH-1B  -  - 

Air  Force  01-E  30  75 

Photo  Mosaics  Completed  ..................  3 

Photo  Interpretation  Reports 

Immediate  ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,  .  5 

LZ  Analysis  .  ...................  6 

Detailed  DZ  Analysis  ...................  2 


(2)  Counterintelligence  Section:  The  counterintelligence  suwoort  for 
Operation  JUNCTION  CITT  I  consisted  primarily  of  liaison  with  other  intelligence 
agencies  located  near  the  AO.  The  0SAH7  augmentation  team  provided  valuable  infor¬ 
mation  prior  to  the  operation. 

(3)  Interrogation:  A  statistical  summary  of  personnel,  docinonts  and 
material  processed  during  Operation  JUNCTION  CITT  I  follows: 

Detainees: 


VC . 

Returnees  „  ,  . 
Civil  Defendants 
TOTAL  .  . 


Docasenta  ...................  10,800 


Weapons: 

Rifles  and  Carbines  ................13 

Flare  Pistols.  .....,...,,,.......10 

AT  Grenade  Launchers  ................  2 

Light  Machinegun  ..................  1 

Shot  Guns  .....................  2 


Ammunition: 


Mortar  Rounds  ,  .  1 

Howitzer  (7CWm  pack)  . .  3 
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AT  Grenade  Rounds  .  ............  8 

Shall  Arms  Rounds  ...............  3*250 

Grenades  . >50 

Mines: 

Anti-Tank  . . . 4 

Anti-Personnel  .  .  .  . . .  .  . . 3 

Claymores  .  .  ...  .  ..........  8 

Demolitions : 

Blasting  Caps  ..................  200 

Explosives  1  lb 

Fuse  . .  500  ft 

Electric  ...................  65O  ft 


Cotunic  at  ion 


errt  -  3,000  pounds  including: 


X  DAG  1  Portable  DF  CIA  4617A  S*  530 
1  XKTR  Model  102E  v/aicr options  (Chicom) 
1  U/I  Snitch  Board  (Possible  Chicom) 
Receiver,  2-12  MC  (Comeunist  bloc)  .  . 
Telephones  (Csech  aade)  ........ 

Assorted  Component  Parts 


Clothing 


207  lbs 


Medical  Supplies  ...  .  ......38  lbs 

Web  Gear  ..................  105  lbs 

Miscellaneous : 

Rolls  &  Reels  of  Movie  Fila  ...........  625 

Photographs  .................  2,000 

16aa  Movie  Caaeras  ......... .......16 

Box  Camera  ...........  .  .  1 

Photo  Fquiprent  ..............  1,000  lbe 

(4)  Significant  findings  as  a  result  of  doctwent  exploitation: 

(a)  Documents  captured  with  the  flit  and  photo  equipment  indi¬ 
cate  that  the  Troop  Entertainment  for  C0SVM  and  the  photographic  training  center 
far  the  C0S7N  Military  School  Coaaittee  were  located  at  the  base  area  where  the 
items  were  captured. 

(b)  Count  cation  equipment  and  doeneents  indicated  that  the 
Brigade  had  captured  significant  amounts  of  materiel  balssging  to  the  signal  sec¬ 
tion  for  the  Military  Affairs  Ccemittee  COSTS,  This  equipment  is  estimated  to  have 
been  of  high  value  militarily  sad  financially. 
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Blaaicp: 


e  rati  on  JUtolTIOd  CUT  1LTEBSATZ 


mission  of  the  173  d  Airborne  B rigada  (Separata)  daring  Operation 
JUBCTI03  CITT  ALTEMATR  was  as  follow: 


a.  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  (-)  we  glwo  the  nissloe  to  pre¬ 
cede  to  a  staging  area  at  QOAJI  LOI  sad  prepare  for  subeeocent  beliborae  aesealts 
into  the  vicinity  of  XATW.  This  vas  to  take  place  betwen  the  period  19-20 
February  1967. 

'©.  The  2d  Battalion  of  the  5C*3d  Infantry  with  A/3/31?th  Artillery  and 
elements  of  tbf  Brigade  HBC  wre  given  the  nissior  of  ccoiccting  e  parachute  assault 
at  SfiOC  CC*  TF-ATC  (vie  KATIB)  on  D  -  Day,  The  Battalion  (<•)  eaa  then  to  establish 
the  Brigade  CP  at  Position  LIZ  and  erovide  security  for  heavy  drops  which  were  t- 
continue  for  -are  ml  days.  At  the  sees  tins,  the  Brigade  (-)  «w  to  contact  heli- 
torne  assault*  in  the  vicinity  of  KATTK  and  conduct  search  aid  destroy  operaticc- 
in  assigned  areas  of  operati®. 

13 .  Concern,  of  Operation:  The  173d  Airborne  Brlgcde  (Separate),  0?Cta  to  the 
1st  Infantry  Division  conducted  Operation  JUKT109  CITT  ALTSOLTR  in  the  following 


*.  ffiASS  1:  Operation  JOBTIOW  CITT  I-S-3toB-l  (19  -  21  jhferuar* 

196?) 

The  173d  Airbase  Brigade  (Separate)  {-)  Mowed  fr<Ss  BEE*  SQA  to  » 
staging  area  at  QCAS  LSI  and  made  final  cmparsti<»«  f<»  smelt  in-,  iae  objective 
area  on  C  -  Day.  Xn  addition,  the  TF  2/5Q3d  Infantry  eada  final  coordination  and 
pUnnW  for  the  parachute  assault  on  D  -  Day.  This  took  place  ddle  the  Teak 
Force  was  at  SIS*  BOA  Bsee  Camp. 


Ptasa  II: 

gD  -  Dev  ( 


Bullhorns 


3*  into  S30C  C(M  TRASS  DZ  (DT 


Tha  2/503d  Infantry  wish  A/3/319th  Artillery  end  alssns&s  of  the  Thlgwto 
HBC  conducted  a  parachute  «s*aaili  into  I XI  "C*  at  9900  heer.  on  B  .  Day.  The  riTTf-'*- 
epearheaded  Operation  "uJCTl  JS  CITT  T  and  the  T«sk  Faroe  had  tea  assigned 
oT  establishing  the  Bds  CP  at  Position  LIZ.  At  the  sene  tine,  the  Inf  set ry  el— eta 
of  the  Brigade  nad*  final  yrsparetica  before  asseulting  various  asa*^^  I2*s  ia 
the  vicinity  of  Suiil.  This  wm  elec  accomplished  ce  22  February  196?. 


I:  Condccti 

i  Xi rcb  1961 


AD* a  -  B  - 


taring  this  chase,  the  173d  Urbane  Brigade  (Separate)  conducted  a 
tensive  search  and  destroy  eperrtles  ia  the  respective  AO’e  in  the  vicinity  of 
V1.TCP  ,  south  of  the  Csnbodian  Border. 


PHATE  IT  ^  fe<WplOfWBt  O 
arata)  '-)  D  +  9  -  D  4~20 


the  BrlrfAf  O  pi  gaits  of 
3  Bsrch  -  U  «~ch  lyftl 


The  Brigade  was  farther  given  the  missies  to  displace  :ia  nla  tlsrnrit 
from  tha  vicinity  of  tha  Brigade  CP  (Position  LIZ;  and  conduct  3  At  D  operatises 
southeast  of  KATTK,  To  accomodate  this  change  is  order,  the  C?  displaced  fraa  Ben 
LIZ  te  the  vicinity  of  SDK  DA. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


J  44J  iSW^WfSfllSiPWI  PI 


CONF I  DENT l AU 


AV  tVf— oC  15  jn»i  1967 

SUBJECT:  Combat  Ooer&tiona  After  Action  Report  -  Operation  JUNCTION  CITT  I  A  II 


e .  PHASE  V  -  Redeployment  of  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  D  4-  21 
(IS  March  1967) 

The  Brigade  deployed  to  Base  Camp  (BIEK  HOA)  by  intra-theater  airlift 
and  road  convey. 

13.  Execution 


a.  D  -  3  (19  February  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organization:  Hone 

Operational  Summary:  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  under  the 
Operational  Control  of  the  let  Infantry  Division,  began  deploy.-  nth  from  base  camp 
at  BIEN  HOA  to  a  staging  area  at  QUAN  LOI.  OPORD  4- 67,  published  on  18  February, 
required  all  units  to  be  prepared  to  move  to  CJUAN  LOI  during  the  period  19-20 
February  in  preparation  for  future  operations. 

The  first  elements  of  the  l/503d  Infantry  departed  base  camp  at  1115 
hours.  A  continuous  air  stress  of  C-130  aircraft  shuttled  troops  and  equipment  be¬ 
tween  BIPIN  HOA  Airbase  to  QUAN  LOI.  Thu  entire  move  of  troops  and  equinmant  elap¬ 
sed  over  a  period  of  10  hours  and  40  minutes,  Upon  arrival  at  QUAN  LOI,  the  Bat¬ 
talion  took  uo  predesignated  defensive  positions. 

The  4 /503d  Infantry  and  E/l?th  Cavalry  departed  BIEN  HOA  Airbace  by 
C-130  aircraft  with  the  first  lift  arriving  at  QUAN  LOI  (XT  821907)  at  0736  hours. 
Clearing  natrols  were  conducted  with  negative  contact. 

D/16th  Armor  received  final  instruction  on  the  the  deployment  of  the 
Armor  Caspany  and  BSOC  elements  on  20  February. 

b.  D  ■  2  (20  February  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organisation:  None 

Operational  Summary:  The  Brigade  continued  preparation  for  Operation 
JUNCTION  COT  ALTERNATE „  Ambush  sites  and  listening  posts  of  the  l/5Q3d  Infantry 
met  with  negative  contact  during  the  hours  of  darkness. 

The  4/5Q3d  Infantry  also  remained  at  QUAN  LOI  in  preoaration  for  fu¬ 
ture  operations.  Each  ccmoany  established  one  ambush  site  per  unit  with  negative 
contact,  the  3/319th  Artillery  (-)  was  also  kept  in  readiness  for  future  deploy¬ 
ment. 


D/l6th  Armor  escorted  the  173d  Engineer  Company  and  the  BSOC  on  a 
road  march  commencing  at  0100  hours.  The  march  route  was  as  follows:  from  BIEN 
HOA  to  SAIGON,  where  delays  were  encountered  due  to  congested  traffic.  From  SAIGON, 
the  convoy  traveled  northwest  on  HIGHWAY  1  to  GO  DAU  HA,  and  then  moved  north  on 
HIGHWAY  22  to  TAY  NINH.  Fraa  TAY  NINH,  the  convoy  moved  east  on  HIGHWAY  13  to  HTO 
CONG  Airfield  and  loggered  within  the  perimeter  (XT  343583). 

c,  D  -  1  (21  February  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organisation:  D/l6th  Armor  OPCCH  to  l/4th  Cav 
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Operational  Summary:  All  tmlts  of  the  l?3d  Airborne  Brigade  continued 
in  their  preparation  for  the  initial  phases  of  Operation  JUNCTION  CITT  ALTERNATE  on 
22  February,,  The  l/5Q3d  Infantry  continuad  prepare  cion  for  introduction  into  the 
operational  area  by  helicopter  on  the  following  day.  Briefings  at  squad  and  platoon 
level  were  conducted  in  each  unit  in  addition  to  final  maintenance  checks  of  equip¬ 
ment.  At  1600  hours,  a  commander u  and  staff  meeting  was  conducted  to  re-affirm  unit 
missions  published  in  FRAG  ORDER  1  to  OPCRD  4-6?. 

Both  the  l/503d  Infantry  and  the  4/5Q3d  Infantry  were  still  preposi¬ 
tioned  at  QUAN  LOI.  The  4/5P3d  Infantry  was  also  engaged  in  final  briefings/main¬ 
tenance  of  equipment. 

Initially,  E/I7th  Cavalry  was  fleam  to  OUAN  LOI  without  its  combat 
vehicles  due  to  the  original  plan  calling  for  the  troop  to  be  employed  as  a  clande¬ 
stine  rifle  company.  On  the  21st  of  Feb;-uary,  the  troop  was  flcwn  back  to  LIEN  HOA 
where  vehiclos  were  picked  up  and  E/l7th  Cavalry  drove  to  SUOI  DA. 

At  0700  hours,  D/l6th  \rmor,  attached  to  the  l/4th  Cavalry,  departed 
PHU  KUONG  Airfield,  SUOI  DA  on  mission  of  security  for  aine  clearing  on  ROUTE  243 
up  to  ROUTE  4  and  north  on  ROUTE  4  to  XT  2868,  The  road  clearing  was  accomplished 
without  incident.  Throughout  the  afternoon,  the  Armor  Company  provided  security  for 
mine  sweeping  teams  at  XT  2868,  At  1345  hoars,  the  mission  was  accomplished  with¬ 
out  incident  and  the  Company  regrouped  and  returned  to  SUOI  DA  and  participated  in 
the  security  of  the  perimeter. 

The  true  plan  concerning  ths  parachute  assault  was  not  published  until 
the  night  cf  20  February  1967  and  was  not'  distributed  until  1900  hours  on  21  Febru¬ 
ary,  The  Task  Force  Commander  (LTC  Sigholt*)  briefed  the  troops  an  the  operation 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  21st.  The  EattaLion  area  was  then  sealed  off  sc  that  there 
would  be  no  spreading  of  the  operational  plan  to  other  troopers  or  to  indigenous 
personnel.  Parachutes  and  other  air  equipment  such  as  PAE  bags  were  issued  at  this 
time.  For  a  complete  analysis  of  the  jump  phase  of  Operation  JUNCTION  CITT  ALTER¬ 
NATE,  see  Tab  D,  "Parachute  Assault", 

d,  D  -  Day  (22  February  1967) 

Changes  In  Task  Force  Organization:  D/l6th  Amor  OPCOK  to  l/503u  Inf 

E/17th  Cav  OPCON  to  3d~Bde  1st  Inf  Div 

Operational  Suamary:  The  2d  Battalion,  503d  Infantry  with  A/3/319th 
Artillery  and  elements  of  tne  Brigade  Headouarters  and  Headquarters  Company  spear¬ 
headed  the  largest  operation  of  the  Vietnam  War  at  0900  hours  by  conducting  the 
first  combat  parachute  assault  in  15  years.  The  Battalion  (+)  dropped  into  an  area 
known  as  SROC  CON  TRANG  (DZ  "C"  -  XT  339929)  employing  13  C-130  aircraft.  A  detailed 
analysis  of  the  planning,  coordination  and  actual  execution  of  the  parachute  assault 
can  be  found  in  Tab  D  of  this  report.  By  0920  hours,  all  companies  had  established 
GP  locations,  A  heavy  equipment  droo  commenced  at  0925  hours  and  continued  through¬ 
out  the  day.  By  1230  hours,  the  Battalion  Command  Post  was  established.  There  was 
a  total  of  eleven  minor  injuries  as  a  result  of  the  parachute  jump. 

At  0930  hours,  Companies  A,  B,  and  C/l/5Q3d  Infantry  and  hHC  (-)  de¬ 
parted  QUAN  LOI  Airstrip  to  LZ  11  and  LZ  12  in  70  UH-1D  helicopters.  The  first 
landing  on  the  LZ  (LZ  31)  by  A/l/5Q3d  Infantry  took  place  at.  1035  beta’s  with  the 
rest  of  the  battalion  following  shortly  thereafter.  Immediately  after  landing, 
all  companies  began  rarement  to  their  assigned  sectors  for  clearing  operations  and 
eatabliahing  defensive  perimetera,  CP's  for  this  date  were  located  at  the  following 
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coordinates:  Battalion  and  Company  A  -  XT  339908,  Company  B  -  XT  334907,  Company 
C  -  XT  332893,  Recon  Platoon  -  XT  334918.  No  direct  contact  with  an  enemy  force 
occurred  during  this  period. 

The  4/5O3 d  Infantry  conducted  a  heliborne  assault  into  LZ  BRAVO  at 
1415  hours  and  LZ  CHARLIE  at  1420  hours  (XT  325940  and  XT  335928  respectively). 

The  Battalion  closed  at  LZ  B  at  1755  hours.  Company  A/4/503d  Infantry  moved  to  a 
oosition  at  XT  317941  and  established  a  perimeter  for  the  night.  Company  B  set 
up  at  XT  325938  and  Companies  C,  D  and  HHC  at  XT  331929.  A  contact  patrol  from 
Company  C  established  contact  with  the  l/5Q3d  Infantry  at  XT  335925.  Clearing  pa- 
trole  were  dispatched  and  two  ambush  sites  were  established  with  negative  contact 
reported. 

At  0700  hours,  D/l6fn  Armor,  attached  to  l/ith  Cavalry,  departed  north 
on  HIGHWAY  4  enroute  to  link  up  with  the  l/503d  Infantry  vicinity  XT  324886.  Pri¬ 
mary  mission  of  the  task  force  while  enroute  was  to  open  ifre  highway  and  to  pro¬ 
vide  initial  security  for  the  introduction  of  Fire  Support  Bases.  While  enreute, 
a  total  of  10  tanks  belonging  to  the  l/4th  Cavalry  were  damaged  by  mines.  At  1510 
hours,  D/l6th  Armor  linked  up  with  C/l/5Q3d  Infantry  and  proceeded  to  XT  334906 
to  await  further  instructions.  D/l6th  Armor  came  under  the  OPCON  of  l/503d  Infan¬ 
try  at  this  time.  At  1800  hours,  the  Armor  Company  was  instructed  to  move  to  a 
Fire  Support  Base  at  vicinity  XT  336914.  Arriving  at  the  FSB  at  1820  hours,  the 
company  deployed  to  provide  perimeter  security  for  the  l/6th  Artillery,  let  Infan¬ 
try  Division, 


E/I7th  Cavalry,  having  picked  up  their  combat  vehicles,  began  s  road 
march  from  BIEN  HOA  to  the  objective  area  at  0200  hours.  At  approximately  1230 
hours,  the  Cavalry  Troop  became  under  the  operational  control  of  the  3d  Brigade, 

1st  Infantry  Division. 

■a.  D  +  1  (23  February  1967 ) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organisations  D/l6th  Armor  OPCON  to  173d  Ahn  Bde 

Operational  Summary:  Th6  173d  Airborne  Brigade  continued  its  support 
of  Operation  JUNCTION  CITY  ALTERNATE.  Ambush  sites  established  by  the  l/5P3d  Infan¬ 
try  resulted  in  enemy  contacts  in  the  Company  A  and  Company  B  sectors.  At  0030  hours 
at  XT  332904,  an  element  from  Company  B  sighted  and  fired  on  one  VC  with  unknown  re¬ 
sults.  An  element  of  Company  C  at  0045  hours,  threw  a  hand  grenade  at  suspected 
movement  which  ricocheted  into  the  foxhole  of  origin  causing  two  US  KIA  and  one  WIA, 
Additionally,  at  0050  hours,  the  unit  fired  at  suspected  movement  near  the  second 
platoon  positions  which  had  unknown  results.  Daring  the  hours  of  daylight,  units 
continued  improvement  of  defensive  positions  and  conducted  patrolling  activities  in 
assigned  AO's.  One  AK-47  magasine  was  found  by  B/l/5Q3d  Infantry  containing  7  rounds 
of  unexpended  anmunltion  at  XT  332899.  Throughout  the  day,  elements  of  the  l/5Q3d 
Infantry  made  numerous  discoveries  of  enemy  bunkers,  barbed  wire  etc.  indicating  re¬ 
cent  use.  Listening  and  ambush  sites  were  established  during  the  hours  of  darkness. 
At  2330  hours,  B/l/503d  Infantry  received  6-7  rounds  of  small  arms  fire.  Fire  was 
returned  with  unknown  results. 

The  2/503d  Infantry  continued  their  mission  of  providing  security  for 
the  Brigade  CP  and  Fire  Support  Base,  In  addition,  defensive  positions  were  im¬ 
proved  and  small  unit  patrolling  was  conducted  in  the  immediate  AO,  At  1055  hours 
at  XT  349941,  an  element  of-  A/2/5Q3d  Infantry  received  1  rifle  grenade  and  10 
rounds  of  e/a  fire  resulting  in  1  US  WIA.  Four  VC  were  taken  under  fire,  however, 
contact  was  broken  with  unknown  results. 
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SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Resort  -  Ooeratio-.  JUNCTION  CITY  I  A  II 


The  4/5Q3d  Infantry  continued  to  block  along  HIGHWAY  4  to  XT  307946' 
in  AO  2  with  Ccmnany  A  moving  its  CP  location  to  XT  311945  closing  at  1515  hours. 
Company  D  moved  to  Position  BRAVO  closing  at  13 00  hours  to  assist  B/4^50 3d  Inf entry 
in  securing  artillery  elements  located  at  that  position.  Local  security  and  con¬ 
tact  patrols  were  dispatched  from  all  units  with  negative  contact.  At  0235  hours, 
A/4/503d  Infantry  reported  detonating  a  claymore  mine  and  ten  minutes  later  obser¬ 
ved  two  (2)  VC  carrying  a  body  from  that  location.  M-79  fire  was  placed  on  the  VC 
with  unknown  results.  The  4/503d  Infantry  was  assigned  the  mission  of  securing  all 
engineer  constructed  bridges  within  AO  2,  and  to  clear  the  roads  with  attached  En¬ 
gineer  mine  detector  teams.  Two  ambush  patrols  were  established  with  uegative 
results. 


At  0730  ^ours,  the  3d  Platoon,  D/16th  Armor  was  sent  to  Position  LIZ 
to  aid  In  clearing  the  DZ  of  heavy  drop  material.  At  1100  hours,  the  remainder  of 
the  company  departed  the  FSB  and  went  to  Position  LIZ  vie  XT  340923  where  the  com¬ 
pany  was  to  aid  in  clearing  the  DZ  of  ammunition  dropped  in  by  parachute."  Opera¬ 
tional  Control  of  the  ccmnany  was  transferred  to  the  Brigade  Headquarters,  At  1800 
hours,  D/l6th  Armor  was  released  for  the  day  and  then  the  company  nulled  into  an 
inner  perimeter,  with  the  2/503d  Infantry  securing  the  outer  perimeter, 

f.  D  +  2  (24  February  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organisation:  None 

Operational  Summary:  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  under  the 
operational  control  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division  continued  Operation  JUNCTION  CITY 
ALTERNATE  in  northern  TAT  NINH  Province.  Ambush  sites  and  listening  posts  of  the 
l/5Q3d  Infantry  met  with  negative  contact  during  the  hours  of  darkness.  The  Batta¬ 
lion  remained  in  blocking  positions  on  the  east  flank  of  the  objective  area  para¬ 
lleling  HIGHWAY  4,  tied  in  on  the  north  with  4/503d  Infantry  and  on  the  south  with 
the  3d  Brigade,  let  Infantry  Division,  Organic  units  continued  improvements  of 
defensive  positions  and  patrolling  in  assigned  AO’e  which  resulted  in  the  discovery 
of  several  huts,  uunkere,  and  miscellaneous  supplies,  VC  were  sited  by  Battalion 
elements  on  several  occasiona,  however,  effective  fire  could  not  be  placed.  Aeibush 
sites  and  listening  posts  were  again  established  during  the  hours  of  darkness. 

The  2/5Q3d  Lnf’ntry  continued  to  secure  the  DZ  for  the  heavy  drops 
which  continued  throughout  this  period  and  issued  patrols  in  the  immediate  area  of 
the  Brigade  CP  (Position  LIZ),  At  2225  hours,  at  XT  353928,  an  Observation  Post 
from  C/2/503d  Infantry  received  an  incoming  grenade  and  sighted  4  VC,  The  OP 
was  pulled  in  and  artillery  fired  into  the  area.  Several  screams  were  heard  indi¬ 
cating  that  the  artillery  waa  effectively  employed. 

The  4/5Q3d  Infantry  continued  to  block  and  clear  HIGHWAY  4  within  A0  2 
with  no  change  in  unit  locations.  Two  mine  detector  teams  were  picked  up  by  Com¬ 
panies  A  and  C/4/5Q3d  infantry’s  security  elements  at  the  limits  of  Company  S’s  A0 
(XT  315943  and  XT  329937).  At  0755  hours,  Comoany  A/4/5Q3d  Infantry's  mins  detec¬ 
tor  security  equad  contacted  an  unknown  number  of  VC,  vie  XT  313944  resulting  in 
two  (2)  US  WIA  with  enemy  casualties  unknwn.  Dustoff  was  comoleted  by  0847  hours. 
Roads  were  cleared  within  the  Battalion  A0  by  0955  hours.  At  1231  hours,  a  recon' 
patrol  from  D/4/503d  Infantry  located  an  old  platoon  size  base  camo  vie  XT  322937. 
VC  were  contacted  on  two  separate  occasions  during  the  day  by  the  4/503d  Infantry 
elements  with  negative  friendly  losses  and  enemy  losses  unknown.  Two  ambush  sites 
were  established  during  the  night  which  met  with  negative  contact. 
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D/l6th  Armor  continued  its  mission  of  clearing  the  drop  zone  of  aanu- 
nition  and  supplies  being  dropped  by  parachute.  This  was  acceaplishad  between  the 
hours  of  0730  and  1700  hours. 

At  1900  hours,  an  LRRP  fired  on  three  VC  who  returned  the  fire  with 
aeai-autmatic  weapons.  The  enemy  broke  contact  after  sustaining  2  VC  KIA  (BC). 
E/I7th  Cavalry  remained  attached  to  the  3d  Brigade,  1st  Infantry  Division  and  aided 
in  the  defense  of  SUOI  DA,  At  03 00  hours,  E/l7th  Cavalry  and  elements  of  the  173d 
Support  Battalion  received  20  -  30  rounds  of  Siam  -  82sn  mortar  fire  at  SUOI  DA,  re¬ 
sulting  in  24  US  WIA  and  one  (1)  US  KIA, 

g.  D  ±  3  (25  February  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organisation:  None 

Operational  Summary s  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  continued  to  conduct 
combat  activities  in  the  JUNCTION  CITY  ALTERNATE  AO  under  the  Operational  Control" 
of  the  1st  Infantry  Division,  The  l/5P3d  Infantry  continued  its  blockii^  mission, 
improvement  of  defensive  positions  and  small  unit  patrolling  in  assigned  AO,  Of 
significance  was  an  abandoned  squad  size  defensive  position  located  by  B/l/5Q3d 
Infantry  at  XT  338898,  consisting  of  eleven  feotholes  which  appeared  to  be  2  -  4 
weeks  old  and  were  subsequently  destroyed  by  the  unit.  Engineer  elements  working 
in  the  Battalion  AO  were  subjected  to  10  -  15  rounds  of  sniper  fire  which  resulted 
in  1  US  WIA,  A/l/5Q3d  Infantry  dispatched  an  element  to  check  out  the  source  of  fire, 
however,  the  party  met  with  negative  results.  Ambush  sites  and  listening  posts  were 
again  dispatched  during  the  hours  of  darkness  with  negative  results. 

The  2/5Q3d  Infantry  continued  its  security  mission  in  the  AO  of  Posi¬ 
tion  LIZ  and  conducted  local  patrolling  with  no  significant  contact  reported. 

The  4/5Q3d  Infantry  continued  to  block  and  clear  along  HIGHWAY  4  within 
AO  2  with  no  change  in  unit  locations.  Platoon  siye  patrols  were  also  dispatched 
from  eacn  company  except  C/A/5C!3d  Infantry  which  provided  security  for  the  Batta¬ 
lion  CP.  At  0900  hours,  a  Brigade  convoy  was  hit  by  a  claymore  mine  resulting  in 
two  (2)  US  WIA  from  the  4/503d  Infantry.  At  1305  hours.  BA/5Q3d  Infantiy  located 
a  trench  system  and  way  station  vie  XT  324917  and  at  1620  hours  a  large  cache  of 
enemy  equipment  to  include  13  Bicycles,  4  bags  of  cooking  utensils,  500  assorted 
uniforms,  20  -  30  gallons  of  oil,  25  pounds  of  documents,  including  maps,  repair 
parts  for  bicycles,  a  miner* s  lamp  and  a  homemade  gas  mask.  All  items  were  either 
destroyed  or  confiscated, 

D/l6th  Armor  continued  its  mission  of  providing  security  and  clearing 
the  DZ  of  items  dropped  by  psrachute,  E/I7th  Cavalry  remained  at  SUOI  DA  under  the 
OPCOK  of  the  3d  Brigade,  1st  Infantry  Division, 

h.  D  +  4  (26  February  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organisation:  D/l6th  Armor  OPCOK  4/5C3d  Inf 

Operational  Summary:  Operation  JUNCTION  CITY  ALTERNATE  continued  with 
the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  OPCCN  to  the  1st  Infantry  Division,  The  l/5Q3d  Infantry 
reported  that  ambush  sites  established  on  the  morning  of  26  February  met  with 
negative  results.  The  Battalion  remained  in  blocking  positions  on  the  east  flrnk 
of  the  operational  area,  improving  defensive  positions  and  conducting  patrols  in 
assigned  AO's,  Aabush/li  sterling  sites  were  again  established  during  the  hours  of 
darkness. 
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15  June  1967 

Operation  JUNCTION  CUT  I  A  II 


Th*  2/503d  Infantry  continued  its  security  ■lesion  of  Position  LIZ 
and  the  FSB.  At  1645  hours,  Recon  Platoon/2/5 03d  Infantry  ob»«r*<14  TC  moving 
west  at  XT  352911.  Contact  was  established  resulting  In  2  J®  2  7 

An  M-14  and  ah  M-l  rifle  were  captured  as  a  result  of  this  engagement. 

The  4/5 Q3d  Infantry  continued  to  block  and  clear ' along  HIGHHAT  4 
within  AO  2  with  no  change  in  unit  locations.  Companies  A,  B, 

t£  conducted  local  searching  patrols  in  their 8i*n€d .  &efetcT^ *  „ a  D  ^ 
iSantxy  under  the  CPCCH  of  D/l6th  Amor  conducted  a  Ths 

within  AO's  2  a"d  3,  soring  within  50  *eters  of.  the  CAHB0DIAN  BORIER.  The 
^”st  bS«Vo930  hours.  Afrlc  XT  325947,  D/4/5Q3d  Infantry  had  two  cl^.ares 
t? ?oS  ofT/a  fire  Placed  gainst  the.  Artillery  w«  *»  ' 

the  enemy.  D/l6th  Amor  was  called  to  the  contact 

th-  Tf-  There  were  no  friendly  casualties  resulting  fro.  the  enemy  fire. 

“toti,  SZTii  3  rc  *t  XT  3W957,  h«.v.r,  tto TO W 

fore  effectire  fire  could  be  placed,  and  the  proximity  of  friendly  J"*?*  *?**“ 
ted  th-  n=o  of  recon  by  .50  caliber  machinegun.  A  large  cache  was  f 

area  where  the  c;  jymore  aina  had  been  detonated  which  consisted  of  100  eheete  of 
tin,  ten  200-nour-fbage  cf  shelled  peanuts,  fifty  4-gallon  cans  of 
approximately  four  tons  of  loose  paddy  rice,  250  200-pound  bags  ?£  “o/utK 
ted  two  tons  of  dried  fish.  For  the  remainder  of  the  day,  the  APCs  of  D/16th 
Armor  shuttled  the  captured  food  back  to  Poe  it  ion  LIZ. 

3/l7th  Cavalry  remained,  at  SDOI  DA  under  the  OPCCW  of  the  3d  Brigade, 
1st  Infantry  Division,  and  assisted  in  the  defense  of  that  position. 


Chaggae  in  Task  Force  Organisation;  Hone 

On* rational  Snmmary:  Operation  JlfflCTIC*  CITT  ATEEHATE  was  continued^ 
todav  with  thel73d  Airborne  Brigade  OPCC*  to  the  1st  Infantry  Division.  The  l/5P3d 
I^S  cominS  itTt^ing  Siasion  of  ^  A  ^he  b^t^o^to^of 
reenonelbility  beimr  , attended  ",000  meters  west.  At  1035  hoars  at  XT  328919,  one 
tor  of  .  potrol  fr«  th.  toooh  ptototo  toyt.orttotlf  .otlr.to^t  UUtog 

tj.  su  -P- 

threw  grenades  aid  called  in  a  mortar  attack.  The  unit  searched  the  area  in  the 
morning  with  iwgfttiT®  rmflultfi* 

The  2/503d.  Infantry  continued  search  and  destroy  operations  into  AO  3, 
to.  and  A0  6  with  one  platoon  from  P/l£th  Armor  0PCCK.  A  mounted  patrol  frcs 
C/2/503d  Infantry  mad*  contact  with  3  TC  at  XT  357938  at  0930  hours.  ®  --'^tho 
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food  found  on  the  previous  <*\t  activities.  At  1130  hours,  D/A/5 03d  Infantry 
Infantry  located  a  harbor  area  -;.th  the  center  Base  at  vie  XT  335955.  The  emsp 
showed  signs  of  recent  use  and  as  destroyed.  The  task  force  then  served  on  to 
extract  99  200- pound  bags  of  rice  and  309  sheets  of  corrugated  tin  Iras  the  other 
site.  At  1600  hours,  D/l6th  Amor  returned  to  Position  LIZ  and  turned  in  the  cap¬ 
tured  ensmy  material. 

At  1345  hours,  a  UH-1B  aircraft  received  light  anti-aircraft  fire  at 
XT  309930.  The  helicopter  made  a  precautionary  landing  with  2  rounds  in  the  tor 
and  1  round  in  tbs  transmission.  Two  (2)  US  c reman  were  WIA,  The  aircraft  rvvae- 
quently  flew  to  BIER  HOA  for  repair. 

Elements  of  tl^e  LHKP  at  0050  hours  killed  1  TC  (BC)  and  2  Vu  (poes) 
at  XT  377855.  E/17th  Cavalry  continued  operations  OPCOR  to  the  3d  Brigade^  1st 
Infantry  Division. 

j.  D  +  6  (28  February  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organisation:  Rone 

Operational  Sumary:  Operation  JUNCTION  CITT  ALTO  (RATE  was  continued 
on  this  day  with  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  OPCON  to  the  1st  Infantry 
Division.  Aebush  sites  established  by  the  1/5 03d  Infantry  met  with  no  enemy  con¬ 
tact  with  tha  exception  of  A/l/503d  Infantry's  site  which  heard  suspected  move¬ 
ment  during  the  night.  At  daylight,  the  area  was  searched  and  two  blood  trails 
were  located  which  led  to  a  tunnel.  The  tunnel  was  searched  and  5  AT  mines,  6  mine 
fuses  and  miscellaneous  items  were  located.  The  l/503d  Infantry  remained  in  bloc¬ 
king  positions  along  the  east  flank  of  the  operational  area,  continued  improvement 
of  defensive  positions  and  conducted  small  unit  patrolling.  Companies  A  and  B/L/503d 
Infantry  provided  security  for  engineer  work  parties  in  the  area.  Several  bunkers, 
huts  mod  bomb  shelters  were  discovered  throughout  the  day  by  elements  of  the  batta¬ 
lion.  LTC  Goad  relinauished  cceaand  of  the  l/5Q3d  Infantry  to  LTC  Sachs  at  1300 
hours  on  this  day.  Ambush  sites  and  listening  posts  were  again  established  during 
the  hours  of  darkness. 

At  2045  hours,  A/2/5Q3d  Infantry  spotted  6  VC  in  front  of  their  peri¬ 
meter  with  the  aid  of  a  starlight  scope  mounted  on  a  ,50  caliber  MG.  The  VC  were 
engaged  with  the  .50  caliber  and  H-79  fixe  and  fragmentary  grenades.  It  was  believed 
that  5  VC  were  killed. 

At  1007  hours,  D/4/5Q3d  Infantry  found  an  old  platoon  size  bans  emp 
at  XT  322937.  At  1217  hours,  B/4/5Q3d  Infantry  located  6  bunkers  with  overhead 
cover  and  3  bunkers  with  metal  tope,  A/4/5 Q3d  Infantry  located  at  1317  hours  at  XT 
306932  an  extensive  bunker  system  with  mess  hall  and  livestock  on  hand.  Later' that 
day.  Alpha  Company  uncovered  3,000  pounds  of  polished  rice,  400  pounds  of  salt,  one 
typewriter,  one  electric  water  pimp,  one  dark  room  with  exposed  and  unexposed  film 
and  equipment,  two  electric  transformers,  two  claymore  mines,  two  plaster  busts  of 
Ho  Chi  Minh  and  Lenin  with  miscellaneous  portraits  of  c ceramist  leaders  and  one 
generator. 


D/l6th  Armor  transported  B/2/5Q3d  Infantry  from  Position  LIZ  to  a 
bridge  vie  XT  338894  and  secured  the  bridge  until  Brave  Company  returned  from  their 
miss.  ,n.  D/l6th  then  returned  to  Position  LIZ. 
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E/l7th  Cavalry,  under  the  Operational  Control  of  the  3d  Brigade,  1st 
Infantry  Division,  assisted  in  the  defense  of  SUOI  DA. 

k.  D  +  7  (1  March  196?) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organisation:  Nona 

Operational  Sumary:  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  under  the 
Operational  Control,  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division  continued  Operation  JUNCTION  COT 
ALTERNATE  on  this  date.  The  l/5Q3d  Infantry  continued  its  sissicn  cf  securing  the 
Battalion  Base  Area,  blocking  and  road  security.  No  enemy  contact  occurred  during 
the  hours  of  daylight. 

The  2/503d  Infantry  continued  its  urinary  mission  of  securing  the  Fire 
Support  Base  and  Brigade  CP  at  Position  LIZ.  At  1920  hours,  an  ambush  element  tram 
C/2/5Q3d  Infantry  nado  contact  with  3  VC,  killing  2  and  wounding  the  third.  The 
wounded  VC  was  later  killed  while  trying  to  crawl  away.  Two  weapons  and  a  telephone 
were  captured  as  a  result  of  this  contact. 

The  4/5Q3d  Infantry  with  one  Platoon  of  D/l6th  Armor  continued  te  block 
and  clear  along  HIGFWAY  4  within  AO  2  with  nc  change  in  unit  locations.  Within  AO 
ORANGE,  Company  A/4/5 03d  Infantry  located  a  movie  camera  with  film,  twenty-two  (22) 
still  movie  cameras,  five  (5)  movie  projectors,  two  (2)  speaker  systems  and  assorted 
clothing  end  documents  at  XT  3C4931.  At  1005  hours,  C/4/5P3d  Infantry  found  one 
medical  kit  with  small  quantities  of  food  and  one  ax -cart  and  hay  stack,  all  of  which 
was  destroyed.  Three  ambushes  were  sot  during  tha  night  by  the  4th  Battalion,  meeting 
with  negative  contact. 

D/16th  Armor  remained  in  position  to  pull  maintenance  on  vehicles  and 
equipment.  Two  AFC's  were  provided  to  BSOC  for  clearing  equips# nt  from  the  DZ. 

The  1st  and  3d  Platoons  were  assigned  for  reinforcement  of  the  perimeter  of  2/5Q3d 
Infantry. 


E/17th  Cavalry  remained  under  the  0PC0N  of  the  3d  Brigade,  1st  Infan¬ 
try  Division  act  SUOI  DA. 

1.  D  +  8  (2  March  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Organisation:  Recon  Pit /iA 03d  Inf  OPCOM  4/503d  Inf 

Operational  Sunmary:  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  continued  their  parti¬ 
cipation  in  Operation  JUNCTION  COT  ALTERNATE  on  this  day  in  WAR  ZONE  "C"  near 
KATllt.  The  l/5Q3d  Infantry  continued  their  bldcking/road  security  mission  meeting 
with  negative  enecy  contact  throughout  the  day. 

The  2/503d  Infantry  continued  to  secure  the  Fire  Support  Base  and  Bri¬ 
gade  CP  at  Position  LIZ.  While  patrolling  to  the  north  of  Psn  LIZ,  elements  of  A/ 
2/5Q3d  Infantry  received  received  automatic  and  aani-jutcmatle  weaoons  fire  at  0951 
hours  at  XT  350941.  The  firing  came  from  the  north  where  two  groupe  of  VC,  one 
moving  east  and  the  other  west,  were  observed.  Tbs  enemy  broke  contact  and  A/2/503d 
took  up  the  pursuit.  Contact  was  again  established  •*  1140  hours  and  one  VC  was 
killed  (BC).  Continuing  to  the  northeast,  A/2/5Q3d  In  Gantry  again  observed  6  VC 
(XT  352943)  end  called  for  81m  mertar  support  with  unsown  results,  however  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  blood  was  found  in  the  area. 
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SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  -  Operation  JUNCTION  CITY  I  ft  II 


The  4/503d  Infantry  continued  to  block  and  clear  alow?  HIGHWAY  4 
within  AO  2,  A/4/503d  Infantry  executed  an  air  assault  on  LZ  JO  (XT  29591? )  and 

then  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  to  the  east,  harboring  Tic  XT  297927. 
Companies  B,  C,  and  D/4/503d  Infantry  continued  local  security  missions  with  the 
help  of  one  platoon  of  D/l6th  Armor  OPCON,  At  1209  hours,  A/4/5Q3d  Infantry  fired 
on  one  VC  at  XT  311927,  The  enemy  soldier  returned  fira  and  the  contact  resulted 
in  1  US  WIA  and  1  VC  KIA  (BC),  At  1248  hours  at  XT  3CB91?,  Company  A  captured  one 
wounded  VC  and  an  AK-47  rifle.  At  135^  hours,  A/4/503d  Infantry  found  another  VC 
KIA  resulting  from  previous  action.  At  1545  hours,  Cctnpany  D  OPCON  to  Company  A/ 
4/503d  Infantry  found  six  newly  constructed  bunkers.  At  1610  hours,  B/4/503d  Infan¬ 
try  reported  five  to  seven  WIA  at  their  location  as  a  result  of  a  155  mm  shell  ex¬ 
plosion  in  the  gun  tubs.  Ambushes  set  during  the  hours  of  darkness  by  Alpha  and 
Bravo  Companies  met  with  negative  results. 

At  0600  hours,  the  3d  Platoon  of  D/l6th  Armor  was  sent  south  to  rice 
caches  found  by  B/2/5Q3d  Infantry  vie  XT  3388,  At  0900  hours,  the  1st  Platoon 
of  D/l6th  Armor  moved,  to  the  4/5Q3d  Infantry  CP  to  reinforce  their  perimeter  secu¬ 
rity  and  remainsd  there  throughout  th6  night.  At  1730  hours,  the  3d  Platoon  re¬ 
turned  to  Position  LIZ  after  having  extracted  209  200-pound  bags  of  rice.  At  2255 
hours,  the  Brigade  S2  informed  the  company  that  an  enemy  radio  transmission  had 
been  intercepted  at  2040  hours  oruering  an  attack.  At  1455  hours,  the  S2  informed 
the  capany  that  at  1800  hours,  an  unknown  radio  station  entered  one  of  DANGER' a 
nsts  and  ordered  a  cease  fire  between  1800  hours  and  1900  hours.  Nothing  signifi¬ 
cant  occurred  during  the  hours  of  darkness. 

E/17th  Cavalry  remained  at  SU0I  DA  under  the  OPCON  of  the  3d  Brigade 
1st  Infantry  Division.  An  element  of  the  Cavalry  Trooo  shotted  12  VC  with  2 
machineguns  at  XT  361807  and  called  in  an  armed  he lie outer  to  an press  the  area. 

They  captured  one  VC  WIA  and  were  extracted  at  1830  hours.  After  extraction, 
armed  helicopters  again  swept  the  area  rewriting  in  8  VC  KBA  (poee). 

m.  D  4-  9  (3  March  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organisation:  A/l/4th  Cav  OPCCM  to  B/l7th  Car 

Operational  Summary ;  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade,  under  the  Operational 
Control  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division  began  displacement  of  the  Brigade  CP  (-)  from 
Position  LIZ  to  SU0I  DA  (XT  3457).  The  l/503d  Infantry  retained  their  blockir* 
positions  on  the  east  flank  of  the  operational  area,  provided  security  and  conducted 
patrolling  in  the  eaatern  sector  of  the  AO,  The  Recon  Platoon  remained  under  the 
OPCON  of  the  4/503d  Infantry,  Two  batteries  of  artillery  from  the  1st  Division 
took  up  firing  positions  in  the  Battalion  sector  and  B A/5 03d  Infantry  was  assigned 
with  the  security  of  the  site.  At  0610  hours.  Major  Hodges  assumed  the  duties  of 
the  Battalion  XO,  There  were  no  hostile  contacts  resulting  from  patrols  during 
this  day. 


At  1200  hours,  C/2/5Q3d  Infantry  made  contact  with  a  large  enemy  force. 
Elements  of  A/2/503d  Infantry  ,_sre  later  called  from  the  north  and  south  of  the  con¬ 
tact  area  to  aid  Charlie  Company,  The  enemy  broke  contact  with  A/2/503d  Infantry 
in  pursuit.  The  enemy  employed  6Cka  mortars,  57m  recoilless  rifles,  automatic  and 
semi-automatic  weapons,  claymore  mines  and  grenades.  Four  (4)  TAC  air  strikes, 
artillery  and  4,2"  mortars  supported  the  2/503d  Infantry  (-),  The  contact  resulted 
in  20  US  KIA,  28  US  WIA  and  39  VC  KIA  (BC). 
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Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  -  Operation  JUNCTION  CITT  I  4  II 


The  4/5Q3d  Infantry  continued  their  blocking  nission  along  HTGK-fAT 
4  within  AO  2,  The  Companies  continued  local  security  patrolling  in  assigned  AO's. 

At  1313  hours,  C/4/5Q3d  Infantry  was  alerted  to  have  two  platoons  ready  to  reinforce 
the  2/5Q3<’  Infantry  (-)  at  vicinity  XT  3694. 

At  0715  hours,  the  2d  and  3d  Platoons  of  D/l6th  Amor  returned  to  the 
company  CP  area  and  at  1110  hours,  the  1st  Platoon  was  instructed  to  return.  At 
1200  hours,  C/2/5Q3d  Infantry  had  established  contact  with  an  estimated  company  (+) 
size  VC  force.  The  1st  Platoon  was  instructed  to  transport  an  infantry  Platoon  of 
A/2/5Q3d  Infantry  as  far  as  oossible  into  the  contact  area.  At  XT  352938,  the  1st 
PLatoon/D/l6th  Armor  was  barred  from  further  progress  by  a  large  ditch  and  the  in¬ 
fantry  platoon  was  dismounted  at  that  ooint  to  proceed  toward  the  ooint  of  contact. 

At  1920  hours,  the  infantry  elements  of  the  2/5Q3d  Infantry  returned  and  the  1st 
Platoon  of  D/16th  Armor  trar.soorted  them  back  to  Position  LIZ. 

On  this  day,  E/17th  Cavalry  received  the  mission  of  moving  to  Artil¬ 
lery  Base  1  and  securing  a  155m  Howitzer  Battery,  Attached  to  the  Troop  was  the 
1st  Platoon  of  Troop  A/l/4th  Cavalry  plus  a  section  of  twin  40m  Dusters.  Since 
the  attachment  with  the  original  strength  of  E/l?tn  Cavalry  consisted  of  a  fairly 
sizeable  force,  it  was  decided  to  keep  one  Cavalry  Platoon  on  continuous  patrolling 
throughout  the  AO. 

On  the  evening  of  3  March  1967,  it  was  decided  that  elements  of  the 
2/5Q3d  Infantry  would  return  to  the  contact  site  of  C/2/5Q3d  Infantry  in  order  to 
retrieve  3  bodies  which' were  left  bshind  due  to  the  fierceness  of  the  contact  and  to 
recon  the  area  for  further  enemy  resistance. 

n.  D  +  10  (4  March  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organization :  2/28th  Inf  OPCOM  to  173d  Abn  Bde 

2/34th  Amor  OPCOW  to  173d  Aon  Bda 
Ren  Plt/l/503d  Inf  released  OPCOH 

Operational  Summary:  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  continued  Operation 
JUNCTION  CITT  ALTERNATE  vie  KATUM  in  northern  TAT  NIMH  PROVINCE  under  the  Opera¬ 
tional  Control  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division,  The  1/5 03d  Infantry  continued  their 
mission  of  patrolling,  bridge  and  road  security  in  their  assigned  sectors.  An  ele¬ 
ment  of  A/l/503d  Infantry  while  securing  a  bridge  site  at  XT  337894  was  subjected 
to  30  -  40  rounds  of  automatic  weapons  fire  and  2-4  command  detonated  devices. 

The  a/w  fire  originated  south  of  the  bridge  site  and  the  mines  were  detonated  frem 
both  sides  of  the  road.  Three  air  strikes  were  directed  into  the  area  by  the  Batta¬ 
lion  CO  with  unknown  results.  The  hostile  action  caused  one  US  KIA. 

The  2/503d  Infantry  continued  to  secure  Position  LIZ  and  conducted  an 
air  assault  on  an  LZ  located  at  XT  378940  in  tbs  vicinity  of  Company  C's  contact  of 
3  March  1967.  Two  platoons  fra*  C/2/5 03d  Infantry  and  one  Platoon  of  A/2/5Q3d  Infan¬ 
try  (total  force  amounting  to  113  men)  landed  in  3  lifts  commencing  at  1025  hours 
and  closing  at  1048  hours.  They  received  sporadic  ssmi-autceutic  fire  on  the  third 
lift.  While  in  the  area,  this  element  recovered  the  "*  bodies  of  missing  paratroopers 
and  counted  39  enemy  bodies  from  the  previous  days  action.  Also  recovered  were  one 
(1)  M-60  machine gun,  1  M-79,  2  M-16  rifles  and  1  PRC -25.  The  element  returned  to 
the  CP  location  at  1836  hours. 
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15  June  196? 

Combat  Operations  Alter  Action  Report  -  Operation  JUHCTIO*  CITT  I  4  II 


The  4/5Q3d  Infantry  continued  to  block  and  clear  alar*  RICSfAT  a 
2,  The  battalion  began  preparation  to  deploy  t«  z.  uew  AO.  The  movement 
wis  delayed'  for  a  24  hour  period.  Items  found  by  D/V503d  Infantry  had  all  been 
extracted  with  the  exception  of  300  sheets  of  tin  and  400  bags  of  rice. 

Cta  4  March,  D/16th  Armor  provided  iacurity  for  a  comroy  from  Artillery 
Base  3  north  to  the  1st  Brigade,  1st-  Infantry  Division  CP.  The  1st  Platoon  provided 
transportation  for  B/2/5Q3d  Infantry. 

At  1555  hours,  a  106  Jeep  from  the  2d  Platoon,  E/l?th  Cavalrv  hit.  * 
mine  inside  the  oerleetar  ebich  the  t.«  u I  one  paratrooper. 

o.  D  +  H  (5  March  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organisation:  M»e 

Operational  Smgsary:  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  continued  to 
participate  in  Operation  JUMCTIOS  CITT  ALTERNATE  under  the  OPCOS  of  the  1st  Infantry 
Division.  The  l/5Q3d  Infantry  was  relieved  on  this  date  of  road  and  bridge  secu¬ 
rity  missions  and  were  instructed  by  the  Brigade  to  consolidate  all  units  at  one  lo¬ 
cation  in  preparation  for  redeployment  on  6  March  1967.  At  1325  hours,  A/l/503d 
Infantry  while  petrolling  in  the  vicinity  of  XT  349910,  discovered  a  base  c»»  con¬ 
taining  huts,  bunkers,  liva  stock  and  other  miscellaneous  i.tvss.  A  ccmeander  and 
staff  meeting  was  held  at  1400  hours  to  discus;  the  battalion  redeployment  to  the 
southeast  on  6  March.  At  this  time,  FRAS  ORDER  -2  to  OPORD  4-67  was  issued.  All 
units  closed  the  Battalion  CP  and  established  a  perimeter  for  the  night.  There 
w»r«  no  enemy  coot  acta  during  the  hours  of  darkness. 

The  2/5Q3d  Infantry  made  similar  arrangements  for  deployment  on  the 
following  day.  Local  patrols  reported  negative  contact  during  the  day. 

The  A/5Q3d  Infantry  continued  to  block  and  clear  along  HIGBfAi  4 
within  AO  2.  Companies  A  and  D  moved  to  Companies  B  and  C  respectively .  Companies 
B  and  C  continued  local  searching  within  sectors.  At  1025  hours,  D/4/503d  Infantry 
closed  into  Charlie  Company's  area.  At  1245  bourse  the  advance  CP  departed  FSB  HI 
(XT  289816)  arriving  at  1423  hours.  At  1455  hours,  A/4/503d  Infantry  arrived  at 
Position  41  (B A/5 03d  Infantry). 

The  2728th  Infantry  continued  its  security  mission  in  the  vicinity  of 
KATUM  Airfield.  2/34th  Armor  with  D/l6th  Armor  secured  the  engineer  work  site  at 
KATCM.  At  1810  hours,  1  A  PC  from  the  2/28th  Infantry  was  ambushed  by  an  estimated 
5-8  VC.  D/l6th  Armor,  responding  to  a  call  for  aid,  moved  in  from  the  north  and 
attacked  west  into  the  enemy  000  it  lows.  Two  VC  were  seen  falling  but  'the  enemy 
fled  before  a  true  estimate  of  the  enemy  casualties  could  be  obtained.  There  ware 
two  US  WIA  as  a  result  of  this  action. 

l/17ik  Cavalry  continued  under  the  OPCCfc  of  the  3d  Brigade,  1st  Infan¬ 
try  Division.  The  3/319th  Artillery  displaced  frem  File  Support  Ease  5  (Position 
LIZ)  at  1250  hours  and  closed  at  Fire  Support  Base  3  at  1405  bears  (XT  290813). 

p.  D  +  12  (6  March  1967) 

Change*  in  Task  Fores  Organisation;  2/28th  Inf  released  OPCCB  173d 

Abn  Bde  (SepT 
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SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  Aft  si-  Action  Beocrt  -  ow  ration  Jlfl*0i"IC8  CUT  I  A  13 


Operational  Seaniry-  The  173d  Aii-eorae  Brigade  (Separate)  cargnoi 
Ffesee  XI  of  Opera*  tea  «iUJf CT  IO*f  CiTl  T  wttli  airmobile  and  ground  assaults  scut  heart 
of  WTO*.  The  departure  of  the  3  ,r/j;A  Infantry  he  ran  at  0930  hours  with  tbt  Sorter 
Platoon  and  CP  cccitrol  e-^r.y  depicrir*  to  FoE  HI  by  vs  hide.  At  1022  hours,  the 
first  increment  zZ  un-ID  helicopters  "or  transport  into  the  objective  area  en'irsd 
»rd  pi-oTiiVd  a  steady  fire  of  aircraf*  to  the  objective  area  (LX  11)  until  all  waits 
had  closed  at  1225  hour*  The  l/503d  Infantry  then  consolidated  its  forces  and  bd- 
gaa  sxnreaerv  to  Objective  PETR,  areiviig  and  securing  the  objective  at  1A20  hours, 

At  0935  hours,  the  2 '503d  Infantry,  employing  30  helicopters,  extracted 
free  Position  LIZ  an!  made  a  belibome  assault  c*j  LZ  21  (XT  323358).  Sniper  fire 
was  received  during  the  assault  which  resulted  in  cue  doer  gunner  being  wounded. 
A/2/5C3d  J-ifa- '  ry  stressed  the  sniper  fire  with  60s  nertars,  l/2/503d  Inf  entry 
frfther  eectre ,  tfco  Battalion  FSB  and  CF  at  XT  737353.  Companies  I  and  C/2/>03d 
Infantry  and  he  Betzo  Platoon  established  blocking  pcsitirsts  at  X?  3A8S46,  XT  362857, 
and  X?  *6/335  respectively. 

The  A/503d  Infantry  eo*dxct»i  a  helibome  assault  cr.  IZ  i-  begiminm 
at  1303  hours  and  closing  at  1335  tears  At  1615  boors,  A/4/5C3d  Infantry,  wail* 
clearing  L2  41,  received  40  -  50  rounds  -f  s/a  and  automatic  fire  and  several  K-79 
rounds  from  an  s  sties  too  scuad  or  lares  r  tine  hostile  unit  at  X?  366328.  Tbs  VC  4t- 
iackeu  £r: «  an  *1"  shaped  Position,  The  actios  resulted  in  1  GS  XlA  end  3  OS  VIA, 
Enemy  losses  were  urrcndru. 

Cfa  6  Karcfi  1967,  D/l6th  Areor  es  a  part  of  Task  Force  Tanker  was  in¬ 
structed  to  a>-  tack  south,  clearing  BOOTS  246  free  XATtM  to  BG  TOC  with  sine  detec¬ 
tor  teaes  and  then  continue  south  to  Object!*.*  2GB.  At  0610  hours,  D-'letn  Aimer 
linked  un  with  2/34th  Areor  and  D/4/50*d  Infantry  st  a  reodmrrouw  area  at  XT  332-- 
927.  At  0643  fcocc-s,  the  Task  Force  reran  its  acre.  Oa  246,  five  sines  were 

found,  two  tanks  were  desired  aid  a  155m  round  and  a  clsyxsre  wine  were  ijsad  off 
the  road.  At  1600  hours,  the  Task  Force  linked  un  with  the  2/503d  7*ifcriiry  «d 
sored  ii-tc  a  logger  position  st  XT  373357. 

The  l?3d  Engineer  r-asysaj  (-)  .-ssatnsd  north  of  KiTW  is  support  of 
Brigade  operations,  ?,4:Ui  Cavalry  resell*"!  OrtXS  to  the  3d  Brigade,  1st  Infantry 
Division.  The  3d  Platoon  of  E  4.7th  Cavalry  left  for  a  3  day  natrrl  east  of  the 
sain  river.  The  3 illTih  Art  ill ary  supported  the  Brigade  free  FSB  HI  (I?  250313). 

q.  B  -t  13  (7  Hard  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Farce  Organixatloa:  Sene 

Ope  rat  local  Somaary:  Operation  JBSC7ICB  CiTl  ISX5SXXX  was  continued 
on  this  date  with  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  ccariting  southeast  of  KXTW  in  TAT  SDR 
Province.  The  i/5 03d  Infantry  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  generally 
norC-*east  developing  into  the  following  incidents:  at  1OJ0  hours  at 'IT  359307,  A/ 
l/5Q3a  Infantry  located  fiTe  bunkers  and  thirteen  2-3  man  f exhales.  At  1140  hoars, 
at  XT  3668C6,  B/l/503d  Infantry  engaged  three  7C,  one  of  whom  was  arsed  with  an  auto¬ 
matic  weapon.  Artillery  was  called  in  and  the  enemy  Tied  tc  the  northeast . 

The  2/503d  Infantry  received  anproximately  fifty  32tm  sertar  rounds  lan¬ 
ding  near  the  Alpha  Company  Perimeter  with  negative  BS  casualties.  Counter  mari-gr 
fire  was  directed  into  suspected  essay  loe&ticcs  with  unknown  results.  At  O95C  hours, 
a  ratrcl  from  B/2/503U  Infantry  detonated  a  toebytrss  resulting  ia  1  IP  HA. 
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SUBJECT!  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  -  Operation  JUNCTION  CITY  I  &  II 


The  4/5Q3d  Infantry  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  from  LZ 
41  within  AO  2.  C/4/5Q3d  Infantry  remained  at  the  LZ  to  proride  security  of  the 

area.  Task  Force  Tanker,  consisting  of  D/l6th  Armor,  2/34th  Amor  and  D/4/5Q3d 
Infantry  moved  to  XT  330656  at  0640  hours  with  the  tanks  on  line  and  the  APC's 
of  D/l6th  forming  a  second  line.  A  reserve  force  followed  in  column.  At  0345 
hours,  the  TF  began  the  sweep  sc  th  toward  Position  RON,  At  1305  hours,  vicinity 
of  XT  376830,  the  TF  broke  into  a  clearing  and  proceeded  across  it.  The  first  of 
the  tanks  had  broken  into  the  jungle  when  small  arms  fire  was  received  frcm  the 
northwest.  The  tanks  swung  their  turrets  toward  the  incoming  enemy  fire  and  opened 
fire  with  -50  caliber  MG’s  and  9&an  canisters.  Several  personnel  from  D/A/503d 
Infantry  received  wounds  and  one  man  was  killed.  Incoming  fire  was  returned  from 
the  south  and  the  forward  elements  of  the  TF  swung  into  a  perimeter  and  returned 
the  fire.  The  woundjd  wei$e  extracted  to  the  rear  elements  at  XT  381826  where  a 
Dustoff  ship  had  landed,  Cannister  rounds  from  the  tanks  and  small  arms  from 
D/4/5Q3d  Infantry  accounted  for  6  VC  ICXA  (BC).  D/l6th  Armor  accounted  for  1  VC 
KIA  (a  snioer  that  had  fired  from  the  south).  From  1530  hours  until  nightfall, 
air  strikes  were  called  in  on  the  enemy  positions  to  include  intermittent  artil¬ 
lery  fire,  TF  Tanker  continued  west  to  linkup  with  the  4/503d  Infantry  (-).  There 
was  no  further  contact.  At  1320  hours,  B/4/503d  Infantry  received  am  estimated  360 
rounds  of  automatic  weapons  fire  from  2  VC  at  XT  374830,  The  VC  withdrew  before 
effective  fire  could  be  Biased  upon  them.  The  action  that.  TF  Tanker  had  been  in¬ 
volved  in  resulted  in  one  US  KIA  and  six  US  WIA,  Two  AK-47  rifles,  three  Mouin- 
Nagant  -ifles,  50  rounds  of  7.62am  amnunition,  2  AK-47  magazines  and  five  documents 
were  ailso  caotured. 

The  173d  Engineer  Company  departed  vie  north  of  KATUM  (XT  338905)  and 
moved  south  on  HIGHWAY  4  closing  at  SUOI  DA  at  approximately  1620  hours  without  in¬ 
cident.  At  XT  288630,  r.  5-ton  truck  from  the  173d  Support  Battalion  hit  a  land 
mine  while  moving  with  a  1st  Infantry  Division  Supnly  convoy  from  SUOI  DA  enroute 
to  FSB  3.  E/l7th  Cavalry  remained  under  the  OPCON  of  the  3d  Brigade,  1st  Infantry- 
Division. 

r,  D  +  14  (8  March  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organizations  None 

Operational  Summary;  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  continued  Phase  II  of 
Operation  JUNCTION  CITY  ALTERNATE  southeast  of  KATUM  conducting  search  and  destroy 
operations  in  assigned  AO's,  The  l/5Q3d  Infantry  continued  operations  east  of 
Objective  FETE  moving  approximately  700  meters  without  significant  contact. 

At  0325  hours,  the  perimeter  of  A/2/5Q3d  Infantry  again  received  25  - 
30  rounds  of  6Qmm  and  82mm  mortar  fire,  The  rounds  impacted  along  the  southeast- 
portion  of  the  perimeter  and  resulted  in  1  US  WIA,  At  1446  hours,  a  platoon  frcm 
Alpha  Company,  vhile  patrolling  in  the  vicinity  cf  XT  389872,  made  contact  with  an 
estimated  8  VC.  The  friendly  element  received  s/a  fire  from  the  southeast  and  north¬ 
east.  The  contact,  supported  by  4.2"  mortar  and  artillery  fire,  was  broken  when  the 
VC  withdrew  to  the  east- at  1530  hours.  Results  were  1  US  WIA  and  enemy  casualties 
unknown.  At  2205  hours,  a  12-man  ambush  element  from  C/2/5Q3d  Infantry  located  at 
XT  354860,  received  5  incoming  grenades  resulting  1b  9  US  WIA,  A  relief  force  was 
dispatched  to  the  location  arriving  at  0328  hours  on  9  March,  Artillery  and  4.2" 
mortar  fire  continued  to  support  the  ambush  element  until  the  relief  force  arrived 
and  contact  was  noo  reestablished  after  the  initial  incident. 
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At  1032  hour*.  Coup any  C/4/503d  Infantry  made  contact  with  five  VC  at 
IT  362337  on  the  edge  of  a  email  baae  camp.  Results  were  negative  friendly  casual¬ 
ties  and  o)  VC  KIA  (BC)  and  one  new  Chieosi  rifle  captured.  Atrstrikes  and  artillery 
followed  the  Incident.  By  1730  hours,  all  unite  closed  into  the  harboring  area  at 
IT  359833# 

At  1140  hours,  TF  Tanker  departed  position  at  IT  369830  heading  south¬ 
west#  The  Armor  element  met  with  no  contact  during  the  day  and  loggered  at  XT  352- 
817  at  1630  hours# 

The  173d  Engineer  Company  remained  at  SU0I  DA  in  support  of  Brigade 
onerations#  E/I7th  Cavalry  remained  under  the  OPCON  of  the  3d  Brigade,  1st  Infan¬ 
try  Division# 

s#  D  +  15  (9  March  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organisation:  None 

Operational  Summary:  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  continued  Phase  II  of 
Operation  JUNCTION  OlTT  ALTERNATE  southeast  of  KATUM  under  the  Operational  Control 
of  the  1st  Division#  The  l/5Q3d  Infantry  reversed  its  direction  of  operation  and 
conducted  S  4  D  operations  to  the  west  with  two  rifle  companies  deployed  abreast, 
followed  by  the  third  company  and  HHC  (-)#  The  day's  operations  resulted  in  the 
discovery  of  three  relatively  .large  base  areas  containing  bunkers  and  miscellaneous 
supplies#  The  fortifications  were  destroyed#  At  1720  hours,  B/l/5Q3d  Infantry 
discovered  two  dead  VC  bodies  in  a  grave  at  IT  359794#  The  bodies  were  4  days  old 
and  it  was  estimated  that  they  were  possibly  killed  by  artillery  fire# 

The  2/503d  Infantry  continued  blocking  and  screening  operations  along 
the  PHEK  KRAI  Stream  and  conducted  local  patrolling  in  AO  1.  At  1007  hours,  the 
Recon  Platoon/2/503d  Infantry  received  one  command  detonated  claymore  mine  apprac- 
imately  150  meters  south  of  their  location  (XT  384854).  &  addition,  they  received 
16  rounds  of  s/a  fire  while  spottii*  3  VC#  The  VC  fled  before  contact  could  be 
established# 


The  4/503d  Infantry  continued  search  and  destroy  operations  toward 
Objective  KIKB  in  AO  2#  At  1015  hours,  B/4/593d  Infantiy  received  s/a  fire  from 
the  southwest  (IT  351328)#  Artillery  was  called  in.  Bravo  Company  spotted  3  VC  at 
IT  353826  ten  minutes  later  and  took  them  under  fire  with  unknown  results.  Suppor¬ 
ting  artillery  resulted  in  one  US  VIA#  At  1025  hours,  C/4/5Q3d  Infantry  located  a 
small  baae  area  with  1000  pounds  of  polished  rice#  At  1300  hours.  Company  C  saw 
Z  VC  at  XT  348838  and  took  them  under  fire#  Over  an  hour  later,  Charlie  Company 
captured  a  POW  in  the  same  area,  B/4^503d  Infantry  was  engaged  by  an  estimated  2 
squads  of  VC  at  1302  hours  at  XT  349829#  The  lead  element  of  Bravo  Company  was 
pinned  down  initially.  Artillery  and  Air  were  called  in  for  support  while  B/4/ 
5Q3d  Infantry  withdrew#  The  company  was  hit  with  two  claymores  during  withdrawal 
resulting  in  3  WIA.  At  1550  hours,  the  company  again  made  contact  and  again  they 
became  pinned.  The  fight  terminated ' at  1715  hour  resulting  in  4  US  WIA,  2  KIA  and 
1  KIA.  TF  Tanker  supported  the  activity  of  Bravo  Company  by  providing  a  blocking 
force,  nowever,  they  did  not  make  contact  with  the  eneey, 

t#  D  +  16  (10  March  1367) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organisation;  None 
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Operational  Summary:  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  continued  participa¬ 
tion  in  (deration  JUNCTION  CITT  ALTERNATE,  Phase  II  under  the  OPCOK  of  the  let 
Infantry  Division*,  The  l/503d  Infantry  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations 
south  of  Objective  RON  in  AO  5  with  light  contact.  At  1305  hours,  B/l/503d  Infan¬ 
try  fired  on  an  estimated  20  -  30  VC  at  XT  382800,  The  enemy  returned  fire  (appro¬ 
ximately  2C0  -  250  rounds  of  s/a  wearers  fire)  with  negative  results.  It  was  esti¬ 
mated  that  3  VC  were  killed  as  a  result  of  the  firefight.  At  1430  hours,  Reeon 
Platoon/l/5Q3d  Infantry  fired  on  ar.  unknown  number  of  VC  dressed  in  mixed  clothing. 
The  action  resulted  in  one  VC  PCW  (VIA)  and  four  VC  KIA  (poss).  In  addition,  one 
rocket  launcher,  four  B-40  type  rockets,  two  Chiccn  hand  grenades,  one  map,  a  lan¬ 
tern  and  a  canteen  were  captured  f:  om  the  PCW.  No  further  contact  was  made  during 
the  day. 


The  2/503d  Infantry  esntinued  search  and  destroy' operations,  uncove¬ 
ring  several  old  base  camps  but  maldng  no  significant  contact.  Daring  the  hoars  of 
darkness,  the  Battalion  loggered  in  the  vicinity  of  XT  346852, 

The  4/503d  Infantry  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  on  this 
date  meeting  with  little  enemy  resistance.  At  0745  hours,  A/A^COd  Infantry  was 
test  firing  a  caliber  ,50  machinegun  to  the  southwest  which  to  ,hed  off  VC  fires 
aimed  at  elements  of  the  2/34th  Armor  from  the  northeast.  Semi-automatic  fire  fro* 
a  VC  probe  resulted  in  two  slightly  US  WIA,  No  further  contact  was  made. 

Elements  of  TF  Tanker,  while  harbored  for  the  night,  received  10  - 
16  rounds  of  semi-automatic  fire  and  an  unknown  number  of  grenades  at  XT  339836, 

Fire  was  returned  with  unknown  results.  The  173d  Engineer  Company  received  one 
WIA  at  1140  hours  wh6n  a  5-ton  .truck  fra#  the  68th  Engineer  Battalion  hit  a  pres¬ 
sure  type  mine  at  XT  283672, 

At  approximately  2217  hours,  the  2d  Battalion  (Mech),  2d  Infantry  (-) 
was  attacked  at  a  Fire  Support  Base  along  ROUTE  4  by  the  272d  VC  Regiment.  The 
attack  was  initiated  by  heavy  30  minute  mortar,  recoilless  rifle  preparation,  em¬ 
ploying  12 Cbm,  82mn  and  6Chn  mortars.  Near  the  end  of  the  barrage,  the  enemy  laun¬ 
ched  a  two  battalion  ground  attack  on  the  eastern  portion  of  the  perimeter.  The 
attack  was  met  with  withering  US  caliber  ,50  and  M-60  machinegun  fire  from  armored 
personnel  carriers  and  ground-mounted  positions.  As  the  battle  continued,  mutually 
supporting  artillery  (including  the  3/319th  Artillery  and  Mortars  of  E/l7th  Cavalry 
of  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade)  rained  over  5,000  rounds  into  the  area  surrounding 
the  base  being  attacked.  The  3/319th  Artillery  was  later  credited  with  127  kills 
resulting  from  this  action  which  took  a  total  of  196  Viet  Cong  lives, 

u.  D  +  17  (H  March  196?) 

Changes  in  Task  Fores  Organisations  D/l6th  Armor  OPCCM  3d  Bde,  let  Inf 

Operational  Summary s  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  continued  Phase  II  of 
Operation  JUNCTION  cWT  ALTERNATE  today  with  the  l/5Q3d  Infantry  meeting  with  heavy 
contact.  The  Battalion’s  operations  called  for  a  three  company  search  and  destroy 
mission  to  the  north,  while  the  Recon  Platoon  screened  to  the  sooth  and  th?  rifle 
company  weapons  platoon  remained  at  the  CP  site  for  security  and' fir-  support.  This 
tactic  produced  the  foil  caring  seauonee  of  events:  At  0945  hours;  Company  2  observed 
one  VC  at  XT  3C3800  who  initiated  fire  on  the  unit  with  an  AK-47.  At  the  sama  time, 
C/l/5Q3d  Infantry  was  subjected  to  one  incoming  small  arms  round  from  a  VC  at  XT 
385794  which  resulted  in  one  US  WIA,  The  units  returned  fire  with  artillery  and  81m 
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mortars .  At  0950  hours,  10  -  15  6Cbn  mortar  rounds  landed  south  and  west  of  the 
l/503d  Infantry’s  CP  (XT  381799)  after  which,  8  VC  were  observed  south  of  the  LZ 
moving  west  to  east,  A/l/503d  Infantry  simultaneously  observed  an  unknown  number 
of  VC  to  the  west  in  a  woodline  and  the  Recon  Platoon  reported  another  20  VC, 

Both  units  engaged  the  enemy  with  small  arms  fire  from  the  east  and  west  which  las¬ 
ted  a  short  while,  then  the  contact  subsided.  At  1105  hours,  the  Battalion  CP  was 
again  subjected  to  small  arms  rounds,  this  time  from  the  north,  reouiring  a  force 
comprised  of  the  HHC  element  and  the  Recon  Platoon  to  deploy  to  the  area  and  engage 
the  enemy.  The  Battalion  CO  at  this  time  ordered  B  and  C/l/5Q3d  Infantry  to  return 
to  the  perimeter  and  also  reauested  air  strikes  be  made  available.  The  perimeter 
was  reestablished  with  B/l/503d  Infantry  on  the  north.  Alpha  Coapany  on  the  west  and 
Charlie  Company  on  the  east  with  the  Reeon  Platoon  on  the  south.  In  this  configu¬ 
ration,  the  companies  reported  engaging  25  -  30  VC  on  the  north,  20  -  25  VC  on  the 
west  and  18  -  20  VC  on  the  east.  Concurrent  with  this  firefight,  air  strikes  and 
artillery  were  directed  close  to  the  perimeter.  The  engagement  terminated  at  1222 
hours,  at  which  time  B  and  C/l/5Q3d  Infantry  moved  north  and  east  respectively  to 
exploit  the  air  and  artillery  attacks  while  the  Recon  Platoon  was  ordered  to  proceed 
south  to  search  in  that  direction.  The  units  reported  finding  29  VC  KIA  (BC)  and 
one  captured  VC  WIA.  US  casualties  totaled  12  VIA,  11  of  which  required  evacuation. 
Weapons,  equipment  and  miscellaneous  items  were  found  in  the  area  of  engagement. 
Interrogation  of  the  captured  VC  revealed  that  the  l/503d  Infantry  was  attacked  by 
a  Battalion  of  the  9th  NVA  Division.  The  prisoner  farther  stated  that  he  was  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  8  Co,  10  Bn,  16th  Regt,  9th  NVA  Division,  I^ater  that  day,  an  air  strike  un¬ 
covered  a  large  bunker  and  trench  system,  however,  darkness  prevented  the  troopers 
from  fully  exploiting  the  area  and  that  mission  was  assigned  for  the  following  day. 

The  2/5 03d  Infantry  continued  search  and  destroy  operations  on  11 
March  with  A/2/5Q3d  Infantry  uncovering  an  equipment  cache  at  XT  349857.  Among  the 
items  extracted  were  extensive  signal  equipment. 

The  4/5Q3d  Infantry  continued  S  &  D  operations  in  the  vicinity  of 
Objective  MDE  within  AO  2.  The  unit  made  negative  enemy  contact  during  the  day. 

The  one  MIA  resulting  from  the  action  of  9  March  was  located  (KIA)  at  XT  349830. 

All  units  closed  into  harbor  area  XT  342837  by  1605  hours. 

TF  Tanker  moved  west  to  HIGHWAT  TL~4  arriving  at  1505  hours.  At  this 
time,  the  Task  Force  reverted  to  the  OPCON  of  the  3d  Brigade,  1st  Infantry  Divisl'm, 
The  173d  Engineer  Company  and  E/I7th  Cavalry  maintained  their  positions  of  the  pre¬ 
vious  day. 

v,  D  +  18  (12  March  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organisation:  4/503d  Inf  OPCON  3d  Bde.  1st  Inf 

Piv  until  130700H  Mar  ~67 

Operational  Summary:  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  continued  its  parti¬ 
cipation  in  Operation  JUNCTION  CITT  ALTERNATE,  The  l/5Q3d  Infantry  conducted  S  * 

D  operations  in  the  vicinity  of  Objective  RON  with  light  contact.  At  0707  hours, 
a  clearing  patrol  of  A/l/503d  Infantry  made  contact  with  5  VC  southeast  of  their 
perimeter.  The  enemy  immediately  broke  contact  and  the  incident  resulted  in  no 
US  casualties  and  1  VC  KIA  (BC),  At  1000  hours,  C/l/50^d  Infantry  discovered  2 
dead  VC  at  XT  384797.  The  two  KIA  had  been  dead  for  approximately  24  hours  and 
were  a  result  of  the  1st  Battalion's  contact  of  11  March.  The  l/503d  Infantry  lo¬ 
cated  several  base  camps  containing  numerous  supplies  whi:h  were  either  destroyed 
or  evacuated. 
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The  2d  Battalion,  5Q3d  Infantry  aored  by  foot  from  (fcjectlve  BOB  to 
a  PZ  vicinity  KATUN  during  the  early  morning  hours.  At  1410  hours,  the  Battalion 
commenced  a  helilift  from  this  area  to  SUOI  DA,  closing  at  1700  hours. 

The  4/5P3d  Infantry  continued  search  and  destroy  operations  around 
Objective  MIKE  within  AO  2,  and  then  moved  west  toward  HIGHWAY  4  and  an  extrac¬ 
tion  LZ.  At  1730  hours,  D/16th  Araor  picked  up  all  elements  of  the  4/503d  Infantry- 
in  a  shuttle  move  to  the  attraction  LZ  near  KATUM.  All  elements  were  closed  at  a 
harbor  site  (XT  337907)  by  1930  hours.  Until  0700  hours  on  13  March,  the  4/5Q3d 
Infantry  was  under  the  OPCON  of  the  3d  Brigade,  1st  Infantry  Division. 

w.  D  +  19  (13  March  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organisation:  4/503d  Inf  return  OPCCW  173d  Abn 

~  Bde  (SepJ 

Operational  Suamary:  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  continued  Operation 
JUNCTION  CITY  ALTERNATE  under  the  OPCON  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division  in  WAR  ZONE 
"C".  The  l/5Q3d  Infantry  conducted  patrolling  during  the  morning  hours,  locating 
numerous  trench  and  bunker  systems  which  were  destroyed.  At  1405  hours,  C/l/5Q3d 
Infantry  made  contact  with  an  estimated  20  -  25  VC  at  XT  393795.  The  enemy  returned 
fire  from  dug  in  positions  employing  automatic  weapons  and  claymore  mines.  Before 
Charlie  Company  withdrew  so  that  TAC  Air  and  artillery  could  be  placed  on  the  con¬ 
tact  area,  they  reported  11  VC  KIA  (BC )  and  2  VC  KIA  (Poes).  At  1559  hours  at  XT 
389?98,  Bravo  Company  again  made  contact  with  a  small  Viet  Cong  element  which  ro sui¬ 
ted  in  one  more  confirmed  enemy  KIA.  At  1805  hours,  while  Company  B/l/503d  Infantry 
was  e nr cute  to  the  Battalion  perimeter,  two  VC  bodies  were  found  which  had  been 
killed  by  artillery.  The  1st  Battalion  sustained  2  US  VIA  during  the  day's  contacts, 
neither  of  whom  required  evacuation. 

The  2/5Q3d  Infantry  remained  at  SUOI  DA  with  no  significant  contact  re¬ 
ported. 


The  4/503d  Infantry  began  a  helilift  at  0730  hours  from  KATUM  to  SUOI 
DA  completing  the  move  at  1030  hours.  At  this  time  the  4/5 03d  Infantry  assumed  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  the  southern  portion  of  the  perimeter  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Bri¬ 
gade  CP. 


x.  D  +  20  (14  March  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organisation:  SA7th  Cav  reverted  OPCCS  173d  Abn 

Bde  (Sep) 

Operational  Sumtary:  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  began  preparations  fer 
a  movement  to  Bast.  Camp  at  BIEN HOA,  The  l/5Q3d  Infantry  was  extracted  from  Object 
tive  RON  by  helicopter  beginning  at  0630  hours  and  closed  at  SUOI  BA  at  (#45  hours. 

At  0630  hours,  one  short  105«*  artillery  round  landed  in  the  A/l/503d  Infantry  area 
wounding  3  personnel. 

The  2/503d  Infantry  was  airlifted  by  intra-theater  air  (C-130  and  C-123) 
from  SUOI  DA  to  BIEN  HOA  Airbase,  closing  at  1545  hours. 

The  4/503d  Infantry  continued  its  perimster  missions  at  SUOI  DA.  The 
3/319th  Artillery  and  Brigade  TAC  CP  accompanied  by  D/l6th  Armor  began  movement  from 
their  Fire  Support  Base  to  SUOI  DA  at  1230  hours  and  closed  at  1530  hours,  E/l7th 
Cavalry  reverted  to  the  Operational  Control  of  the  Brigade  and  closed  into  SUOI  DA 
at  1530  hours. 
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y.  D  ±  21  f  15  March  196?) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organisation:  None 

Operational  Summary:  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  terminated 
its  participation  in  Operation  JUNCTION  CITT  ALTERNATE  with  the  l/503d  Infantry 
and  the  4/5Q3d  Infantry  being  transported  frer/.  the  area  of  operations  to  BIEN  HOA 
by  intra-theater  airlift,  closing  at  1330  hours  and  1200  respectively.  The  Brigade 
(_)  departed  SUOI  CA  at  0801  hours  by  road  convoy  and  closed  at  the  Brigade's  Base 
Camp  at  1725  hours. 

15 t  Revolutionary  Development 

a.  Civic  Action  Activities:  D»vs  to  the  location  of  the  Brigade's  CP,  Civic 
Action  was  limited  during  Operation  Jl&JCVION  CITT  ALTERNATE.  Civic  Action  continued 
in  the  BIEN  HOA  Area. 

b.  Brigade  S5  Activities 

(1)  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  Brigades  S5  Activities  during 
Operation  JUNCTION  CIK  I  (ALTERNATE): 

(a)  MEDCAP  4  DENTCAP  -  Nona 


(b)  Psychological  Operations:  Speaker  and  Leaflet  Missions 


DATE 

THEME 

MISSION 

TIME/AMOUNT 

22  Feb  67 

Chieu  Hol/Weaoona  Reward 

Leaflet 

92,000 

22  Feb  67 

Rally  Instructions 

Speaker 

1  hr 

25  Feb  67 

Return  to  Family /GVN 

leaflet 

150,000 

25  Feb  67 

Why  You  Should  Rally 

Speaker 

1  hr 

28  Feb  67 

Chieu  Hoi/Retum  to  Family 

Leaflet 

125,000 

28  Feb  67 

Why  You  Should  Rally 

Speaker 

1  hr 

1  Mar  67 

Return  to  GVN/Safe  Conduct 

Leaflet 

157,000 

1  Mar  67 

Rally  Instructions 

Speaker 

1  hr 

1  Mar  67 

JUSPAO  Newsletters 

Leaflet 

16,000 

6  Mar  67 

Your  Family  misses  You/ 

Return  to  GVN 

leaflet 

150,000 

6  Mar  67 

Why  You  Should  Rally 

Speaker 

1  hr 

8  Mar  67 

Chieu  Hoi/Retum  to  Family 

Leaflet 

154,000 

8  Mar  67 

Rally  Instructions 

Speaker 

1  hr 

9  Mar  67 

Return  to  GVN/Weapons  Reward 

leaflet 

156,000 

.9  Mar  67 

Chieu  Hoi/ Rally  Jmsfcructiois 

Speaker 

1  hr 

9  Mar  67 

196?  Calendars 

Handout 

420 

11  Mar  67 

Safe  Conduct/Weapons  Rowan  1/ 
Return  to  GVN 

I/iaflet 

181,000 

11  Mar  67 

JUSPAO  Newsletter 

Leaflet 

16,000 

11  Mar  67 

Why  You  Should  Rally 

Speaker 

1  hr 

13  Mar  67 

Return  to  GVN  4  Family/ 

Chieu  Hol/Safe  Conduct 

Leaflet 

336,000 

13  Mar  67 

Why  You  Should  Rally 

Spe-n  )T 

1  hr 

14  Mar  67 

Chieu  Hoi/Return  to  Family/ 

Leaflet 

224,000 

14  Mar  67 

AHVN  vs  VC  Life 

Speaker 

1  hr 

15  .ar  67 

Chieu  Hoi/Safe  Conduct/Tape  A-12 

Speaker 

1  hr 
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SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  -  Operation  JUNCTION  OITT  I  4  II 

16,  Logistics/ Administrative  Activities: 

a.  General:  Opeiation  JUNCTION  CITT  I  was  a  l&rze  scale  search  and  des¬ 
troy  ooeration  conducted  in  TAT  NINH  Province  with  one  battalion  (+)  introduced  in 
the  area  of  operations  by  airborne  assault.  The  Brigade  was  OPCCN  to  the  1st  Infan¬ 
try  Division  throughout  the  operational  period.  Logistical  suprort  was  provided 
through  a  1st  Logistical  Coenand  FSA  at  SUOI  DA,  augeented  during  the  initial  phase 
by  air  dropped  supplies.  A  Brigade  Support  Operations  Center  (SSOC)  was  established 
at  SUOI  DA,  and  a  Supply  Recovery  and  Liaison  Ten  was  set  uo  on  the  Drop  Zone  in 
the  vicinity  of  KATUM. 

b.  Supply: 

(l)  The  following  resupply  sorties  were  flown  fra  SUOI  DA  to  the 


forward  area: 


SUOI  DA: 


U!M.  Helicopter  610 

CH-47  Helicopter  . 294 

(2)  The  following  resupply  sorties  were  flown  between  BIEN  HOA  and 


Class  I 


C-123  Aircraft . 30 

C.43O  Aircraft  . . 11 

CT-2  Aircraft  . 24 

t3)  The  following  tonnages  of  supplies  were  handled: 

Flown  From  Drawn  at 
Initial  Move  Initial  Drop  BIEN  HOA  SUOI  DA 


Claes  II  &  IT 
Class  III 


Class  V 


-2A. 

48.4  tons 


140.0  tons 


12.2  1.073.3 

74.9  tons  1,513.1  tens 


c.  Maintenance :  The  BSOC  maintenance  contact  team  consisted  of  2  offi¬ 
cers  and  24  enlisted  men.  Back-up  support  and  re supply  of  repair  parts  was  accom¬ 
plished  through  a  dally  courier  by  air  to  BIEN  HOA.  The  contact  teas  received  396 
reauireswnts  for  support  during  the  ooeration,  categorised  as  follows: 


Section 

Armament 
Signal 
Mech  Maint 


Jobe  Received 


Jobs  Completed 


Jobs  Uncompleted 


d.  Medical:  An  initial  complement  of  thirty-six  enlisted  men  and  five 
officers,  including  a  two-man  KA  team,  composed  the  initial  personnel  strength.  In 
addition  to  the  clearing  facility,  a  four  man  team  accompanied  the  airborne  assault 
made  by  2/ 5 03d  Infantry  into  the  KATUM  Area.  The  clearing  station  furnished  medical. 
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surgical,  dental  and  medical  supply  support  as  needed.  Supporting  agency  for  medi¬ 
cal  suroly  was  the  1st  Division  DMSO.  In  addition.  Company  B  (Medical)  furnished 
the  mess  for  ti. :  BSOC  at  SUOI  DA.  Patients  wers  evacuated  from  the  forward  clearing 
station  to  the  45th  MUST  in  TAT  NINH  or  the  12th  Evacuation  Hospital  in  CU  CHI.  Mon- 
emergent  cases  were  evacuated  to  "B"  Med  clearing  station  (Rear). 

(1)  Four  hundred  seven  patients  were  treated  by  the  clearing  station 
forward,  a  breakdown  of  which  follows: 


Patient  Trre 

173d  Abn  Pie  (Seo) 

Other  Units 

KIA 

12 

1 

BC  (Sprained  ankle  on  Abn  Assault) 

17 

0 

WIA 

82 

9 

Injuries 

62 

9 

FUO 

12 

♦ 

Dermatological 

24 

8 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 

9 

3 

Eye 

7 

1 

Cardio-Respir  at  ory 

6 

0 

Gastro-Intestinal 

14 

6 

Genito-Urinary  (Including  VD) 

26 

15 

Neuro-Psychiatric 

2 

0 

Other  Medical 

10 

5 

Other  Surgical 

12 

2 

Vietnamese  or  Victor  Charlie 

6 

0 

Dental 

J2_ 

H 

TOTAL 

330 

77 

e.  Communications :  Communications  during  the  marshalling  phase  of  the 
parachute  operation  were  those  installed  in  the  BIEN  HOA  Base  Camp  Area.  Out-loading 
coordination  was  effected  by  FM  Radio.  Initial  communication  on  the  drop  zone  was 
by  AN  PRC-25,  tsy  employing  the  RC-292  antenna,  FM  cceiatmicatlons  were  established 
to  the  let  Infantry  Division  Forward  at  MINH  THANH.  Three  different  heavy  drop 
loade  of  communications  equipment  arrived  on  the  DZ  intact.  Each  load  was  capable 
of  establishing  austere  cassunications  for  a  Tactical  Brigade  CP.  The  condition 
of  the  ground  on  the  DZ,  however,  precluded  the  use  of  this  eauicment.  As  soon  as 
the  vehicles  were  de-rigged  and  driven  off,  the  platform  became  hopelessly  mired. 
They  remained  on  the  DZ  until  late  in  the  afternoon  when  APC's  from  D/lSth  Armor 
became  available  to  pull  them  cut.  Early  in  the  afternoon  of  D  -  Day,  CH-47  sorties 
delivered  the  VHF  radio  equipment,  HF  RTT,  secure  teletype  and  FM  radio  shelters. 
Shortly  after  the  arrival  of  this  equipment,  VHF  coca  unications  were  established  to 
the  1st.  Infantry  Division  (Forward)  providing  telephone  circuits  from  the  Brigade 
Forward  CP  to  Task  Headquarters,  a,.a  also  providing  telephone  circuits  to  BIEN  HOA 
ARK!,,  Wire  was  laid  to  all  units  in  the  ob Active  area  prior  tv  night  fall.  This 
was  the  first  time  that  it  had  been  possible  to  establish  wire  communications  to 
all  subordinate  units  and  was  possible  because  all  units  were  deployed  within  3  km 
of  the  Brigade  CP.  On  6  March  1967,  the  Brigade  Main  Forward  CP  displaced  tc  SUOI 
DA  leaving  a  TAC  CP  at  the  DZ  location.  A  relay  station  was  established  at  FSB  III 
in  preparation  for  the  move  of  the  TAC  CP  to  that  location,  Coemunications  frem 
the  Main  CP  (SUOI  DA)  to  the  TAC  CP  (Positisn  LIZ)  were  established  by  using  4- 
channel  VHF  (AN/HRC-112)  which  provided  telephone  service  between  the  two  ocnasnd 
poeta.  On  14  March  1967,  the  TAC  CP  closed  down  and  the  Infantry  Battalions 
assembled  in  the  area  of  SUOI  DA  for  airlift  to  BIEN  HOA,  Road  movement  from  SUOI 
DA  was  controlled  by  helicopter  which  reported  progress  to  the  Brigade  Rear  CP. 
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*>•  Airborne  Operations:  The  various  stages  in  coordination,  planning, 
execution  and  problems  encountered  during  the  Parachute  Assault  t_f  22  February  1967 
are  covered  in  detail  in  Tab  D,  Inclosures  1  -  4  in  this  report, 

b0  Starlight  Scopes  and  Infra-Red  Equipment?  Company  D/l£th  Armor  reported 
that  Starlight  Scopes  and  Infra-Red  equipment  continued  to  provide  valuable  aid  in 
perimeter  defense  during  the  hours  of  darkness  on  ('^ration  JUNCTION  CITT  I. 

c«  Use  of  Tanks:  The  use  of  tanks  to  break  trails  through  heavy  vegetated 
terrain  allows  the  introduction  of  heavy  fire  nearer  into  areas  not  normally  acces¬ 
sible  to  this  unit  and  orovides  infantry  elements  with  direct  fire  support  and  pro¬ 
tection  with  which  to  move  into  enemy  held  areas  and  assures  the  neutralization  of 
the  hostile  force  with  a  minimum  amount  of  friendly  casualties. 

d.  Use  of  Staging  Areas:  The  use  of  a  staging  area  prior  to  the  actual 
emoloyment  of  comoat  elements  proved  desireable  in  that  it  assisted  in  neychologl" 
eally  preparing  the  soldiers  for  the  impending  mission. 

e.  Marking  Unit  Locations s  For  marking  of  unit  and  troop  positions  cm 
the  ground  for  an  aerial  observer,  each  line  company  was  given  a  designated  color 

of  smoke  to  employ  (e.  g.  Company  A  -  Violet,  Company  B  -  Green,  Company  C  -  Yellcw^. 
This  scheme  was  changed  periodically  and  resulted  in  a  greater  ease  of  identifying 
each  unit,  where  they  were,  and  the  proximity  of  the  unit  with  others, 

f„  Effectiveness  of  Underground  CP  location:  The  Cavalry  Troop  (E/l7tb ) 
spent  many  hours  in  preparing  their  positions  with  or  rhe&d  cover,  and  for  the  first 
time,  the  Troop  CP  operated  underground.  This  proved  to  be  very  effective  during 
the  mortar  attack  which  the  Troop  underwent.  Because  of  this,  operations  aid  commu¬ 
nications  personnel  were  able  to  continue  to  operate  with  little  difficulty. 

g.  Mine  Detector  Teams:  It  was  discovered  by  the  173d  Engineer  Company 
that  the  fastest  and  best  way  to  deploy  mine  detector  teams  was  in  groi  of  five 
men,  with  25  meter  spacing  between  che  tens  and  with  teams  lined  diagonally  across 
the  road  being  secured, 

h.  Use  of  APC's  in  Airborne  Drops;  Armored  Personnel  Carriers  were  found 
tc  be  invaluable  for  moving  ammunition  off  the  Drop  Zone  during  D  -  Day  and  the  days 
immstictely  following  the  oarachute  assault.  Provisions  should  be  made  to  include 
them  in  on  all  future  airborne  operations  for  this  purpose. 


10,  Results  of  Operation  JUNCTION  CITY  I 
a.  Friendly  Losses 

(l)  The  following  are  personnel  looses  sustained  by  the  173d  Airborne 
Brigade  during  the  operation: 


VIA 


130 


MIA 


0 
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(2)  The  following  losses  in  equi  point  were  sustained  by  the  Ihigade 


daring  Operation  JUNCTION  CITT: 

145  caliber  pistol.  . .......1 

M-16  Rifles  .  9 

Gas  Masks  ......................3 

Coopasses  ......................7 

Bayonet  .......................1 

Flash  light . k 

Antennas  ......................2 

PRC-25  Radios  .  1 

Handset  .......................1 

He  last  v/linsr . 2 

Plotting  Boards  ...................2 

b.  Tiet  Cogs  Losses: 
il)  Personnel: 

ETA  (BC) . 266 

DA  (Poes) . 32 

TCC . 4 

(£)  Weapons: 

Bolt  Action  Rifles . 17 

Antaostic  Rifles.  ...........  .  8 

Light  Hechineguns  ......... .........1 

Anti  Tank  Weapons  (B-40  EL)  ........  .....2 

Flare  Pistols . 10 

(?)  Anmnltioa 

7.92«si  Rounds . 54 

7.63m  Roosds  ..................  1,360 

,30  Caliber  Roonds  ................  507 
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6&b  Mortar  Boonds  .................16 

4.2*  Mortar  Board*  .........  .  ...  1 

B-40  Sockets  .......  .  ........  8 

AMorted  Swi-Aatonatic  Boonda  ..........  931 

Granada*  ...........  .  53 

Bifla  Panada*  ...................  8 

(4)  Mia**: 

Anti-Par  sonnal  Minas  ................  4 

Anti-Task  Kina*  ..................  7 

Clajmcre  Kirv»s  . . 7 

Mill  Minas . 7 

(5)  Danolltiona: 

Shapa  Charge  .......  .  .  1 

Blasting  Caps  . . 203 

Catenating  Cord  . . 545  ft 

TMT . 55  lbs 

Canids . 10  Osin 

Plastic  Explosives . 31  lbs 

(6)  lastallatifl— ; 

Foxholes  .....................  147 

Tannsls  ......................  7 


Bate . 265 

Book  Shelters . 38 

(7)  Ci—inl  ii  sties  Bqnlpsant: 

Telephones . 15 

Maltinstars  .  ........  7 
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Vibrator  Power  Unit  . . 1 

Radios,  .,,...,....,,...,......15 

Antennas . . . 2 

Miscellaneous  Ecoiaeent  . .  1,000  lbs 

(8)  Food: 

Rice . . . 10A.A  toes 

Peanuts  ....................  1.2  too* 

taied  Fish . 2.2  tons 

Salt .  625  Its 

(9)  Xiscellaneons ; 

Medical  Sandies  . . ,.25  lbs 

Clothing  ......  .  600  22s 

Miscellaneous  Equipment  ............  2CO  lbs 

Dark  Boca  (Complete)  .....  1 

CaKi-ai  . . . .  ....  27 

Film  .  17,000  ft 


19.  Cn— »rr>r*»  Analysis  and  lessons  learned: 
a,  Co— wndrr's  Analysis 

Throughout  Operation  J0WC7ICS  CITT  X  conducted  in  MAR  ZC8E  ”C*.  the 
173d  Airborne  Brigade's  “Sky  Soldiers*  again  distinguished  thenselves  by  as  out¬ 
standing  oerformance,  The  entire  operation  was  a  tremendous  success  as  er»ry 
assigned  mission  was  accomplished  in  a  first  class  manner. 

Operation  JUMC7ICK  CITT  I  marked  another  first  for  the  173d  Airborne 
Brigade  (Separate),  as  members  of  the  Brigade  conducted  the  first  combat  jsmm  by 
US  Forces  in  VJBIHJH.  The  jump  and  subsequent  helibcme  assaults  on  22  February 
1967  demonstrated  the  Brigade's  professionalism  at  its  best,  taring  the  next  22 
days,  the  173d  becase  the  s nearhead  of  the  largest  allied  offensive  conducted  to 
date  in  the  JKPUELIC  of  VETS*.  As  listed  in  naragraoh  13,  considerable  damage 
was  inflicted  by  the  naratrocoers  in  the  Viet  Ceng  ooe rating  in  WAS  Zt®  °C*.  Cf 
significant  imnortance  was  the  number  of  Viet  Cong  killed  and  captured  and  the 
Complete  destruction  cf  the  CCBVH  Public  Information  Office  fer  Psychological  Pro¬ 
paganda  and  a  COSTS  signal  site. 

As  a  result  cf  this  unit's  accomaUshmests,  the  brigade  is  continuing 
to  receive  world  wide  publicity  and  the  eyes  of  the  nation  are  unco  us.  Through 
the  personal  efforts  of  the  paratroopers,  even  bigger  and  mare  significant  success 
will  be  achieved  by  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  in  the  ftrtare. 
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b.  Lessors  learned :  The  following  aro  the  moat  significant  lessons  learned 
daring  Operation  JUNCTION  COT  Is 

Items  DZ  Parachute  Problem 

Discussions  Rotary  wing  aircraft  cannot  safely  perform  missions  out 
of  a  parachute  Drop  Zone  unless  all  parachutes  have  bean  secured.  One  accident  and 
several  near  misses  were  experienced  as  a  result  of  helicopters  trying  to  perform 
missions  on  the  DZ  littered  with  parachutes. 

Observations  Special  attention  should  be  paid  during  future  airborne 
operations  which  reouire  helicopter  sunpoH-  to  insure  that  LZ  on  and  around  the  DZ 
are  properly  policed  of  parachute  eouipwent  which  way  hinder  the  aircraft' e  landing 
or  take  off. 


Items  Dustoff  ’’’raining 

Discussion;  The  amount  of  tims  that  the  Dustoff  hello outer  must  re¬ 
main  in  the  area  is  dsoendent  unon  the  skill  and  speed  of  ths  indi-iduals  on  the 
ground  who  maneuver  the  cat lent  into  the  aircraft.  It  we;  found  that  often  this 
process  was  unnecessarily  lengthy. 

Observations  The  need  for  training  on  the  use  of  the  Dustoff  pene- 
trator  was  apnarent  during  this  operation. 

Item:  Aerial  Observers 

Discussions  Continuous  air  observer  coverage  of  maneuver  exeasats  re- 
ouires  the  alternating  use  of  two  (2)  aircraft. 

Observations  This  requirement  needs  to  be  fulfilled  by  two  (2)  01-E's, 
Dae  to  the  time  required  to  refuel,  change  pilots  and  mechanical  difficulties,  the 
use  of  two  01-E’s  working  in  rotation  car  best  provide  the  coverage  reouired  and  a 
smooth  transition.  Also,  the  use  of  two  01-E's  will  reduce  the  amount  of  time  that 
the  aerial  observer  will  be  required  to  fly  each  day.  In  this  operation,  the  aerial 
averaged  ten  (10)  hours  on  station  each  day.  This  is  an  excessive  time  period  and 
has  an  adverse  effect  on  the  effic*  moy  of  the  aerial  observer. 

Items  Convoy  Control 

Discussions  When  being  escorted  through  tha  city  of  SAIGON  by  MP's 
assigned  to  that  district,  arrangements  should  be  made  by  the  Brigade  to  have  either 
the  SaIGON  MP's  or  the  Brigade's  MP's  and  E/17th  Cavalry  to  set  up  much  needed  TCP's 
within  the  city  itself  to  avoid  any  confusion  in  regard  t  -  certain  turns  etc.  and  to 
avoid  congested  areas  of  civilian  traffic. 

Observations  It  is  recommended  that  a  lead  element  of  the  Brigade 
situate  themselves  in  the  city  of  SAIGON  two  days  prior  to  the  Brigade  convoy  moving 
through  the  town.  Whenever  possible,  aerial  observation  of  the  convqy  movement  by 
an  MP  representative  should  be  employed  to  assist  the  MP's  manning  the  TCP's  along 
the  convqy  route.  Aerial  observers  could  be  effective  to  cl ,ck  any  possible  points 
of  congestion  along  the  way. 

Itams  New  Model  Enemy  Mine 
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Discussions  A  new  type  handmade  claymore  mine  was  found  by  the  2/5Q3d 
Infantry  yic  XT  361941,  The  mine  is  rectangular  in  shape,  made  of  sheet  metal,  dark 
green  in  color,  contains  atrarcocimately  two  pounds  of  TNT  and  200  pellets.  The  mine 
is  seTen  and  one  half  inches  long,  four  and  three  quarters  inches  high  and  two  and 
one  eighth  inches  thick.  The  front  of  the  mine  is  concave  with  three  flat  surfaces. 
The  fuse  well  is  in  the  bottom  of  the  nine  and  a  crude  sighting  device  is  on  top. 

The  pellets  are  in  a  single  layer  under  the  front  metal  covering.  The  pellets  are 
cut  from  a  steel  rod,  one  quarter  inch  in  diameter  and  three  eighths  of  an  ineh  long. 

Observations  On  the  back  of  this  new  type  claymore  is  marked:  lTfJH2,  T 
11,66BM,  It  is  believed  that  the  VC  nomenclature  for  this  weapon  is  DH-2.  This  par¬ 
ticular  mine  was  probably  made  in  November  1966, 

Items  VC  Mining 

Discussions  Just  because  ABC's  or  tanks  have  used  a  road  once  does  not 
mean  it  is  cleared.  The  VC  bury  mines  upside  down  in  troughs,  necessitating  as  many 
as  ten  passes  to  detonate  one  of  these  trough  deployed  mines. 

Discussions  Not  enough  time  is  allowed  mine  detector  terns  to  clear 
roads  of  mines,  Conmanders  and  staff  should  allocate  a  greater  period  of  time  to 
allow  a  thorough  clearing  of  a  certain  length  of  road.  Under  conditions  where  there 
are  no  mines  or  metal  objects  in  the  road  it  takes  one  mine  detector  team  one  hour 
to  clear  a  strip  of  road  2,5  meters  wide  and  200  meters  long. 

Observations  When  reconning  by  fire  in  conjunction  with  mine  clearing 
operations,  firing  should  be  controlled  so  that  the  brass,  bullets,  or  canister 
nellets  do  not  land  on  the  road  to  be  cleared.  If  metal  is  on  the  road,  mine  detec¬ 
tors  are  greatly  impeded  as  they  have  to  check  out  all  responses.  Recommend  that 
firing  be  limited  to  the  shoulders  and  off  to  the  sides  of  the  road.  It  is  empha¬ 
sised  that  «rxT'em«  caution  must  be  exercised  when  travelling  on  roads  that  have  not 
been  thoroughly  cleared  and  this  practice  should  be  avoided  if  possible. 

Items  Recovery  of  Mined  Vehicles 

Discussions  In  many  instances,  the  VC  place  mines  off  the  road  in  a 
turn  around  area  to  impede  the  recovery  of  mined  vehicles. 

Observations  When  recovering  mined  vehicles  on  reads,  it  is  essential 
that  mine  detectors  have  been  employed  off  the  road  a  sufficient  distance  so  that 
the  turn  around  area  can  be  safely  used  during  recovery. 

Items  Test  Firing  of  Weapons 

Discussions  The  p-  actice  of  test  firing  all  weapons  prior  to  darkness 
was  Implemented  by  D/l6th  Armor  and  found  to  be  a  practical  method  of  insuring  that 
all  function  properly  on  perimeter  defense. 

Observations  Due  to  the  large  amount  of  road  work  done  by  the  Armor 
Company,  the  weapons  were  often  clogged  with  dust,  and  by  actually  firing,  the  indi¬ 
viduals  were  assured  of  their  proper  functioning  in  the  event  of  a  probe. 

Items  Staggered  Perimeter  Defense 
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Discus  sion;  The  staggered  eerisaster  was  found  to  be  advantageous  in  an 

open  area. 


Observation;  The  staggered  formation  allows  the  vehicles  to  mutually 
support  each  other  and  in  the  event  that  a  vehicle  is  over-run,  the  vehicles  to  the 
rear  can  cover  it  with  fire  without  endangering  vehicles  to  the  left  and  right. 

Items  CARp-15  (Commando  Automatic  Rifle) 

Discussions  The  new  CAR-15  Weapon  worked  well  for  movement  as  employed 
by  the  Brigade's  Long  Range  Reconnaissance  Patrols,  however,  certain  difficulties 
were  encountered.  It  was  found  that  the  front  hand  guard  heated  too  rapidly  and  that 
the  weapon  jammed  moro  often/  than  the  M-16  Rifle. 

Observation;  It  is  desired  that  further  modification*  be  made  on  the 
CAR-15  to  prevent  its  heating  at  the  front  hand  guard,  and  that  a  study  be  made  concer¬ 
ning  the  characteristic  jamming  of  the  weapon. 

Items  Units  Requesting  Resupply 

Discussions  As  on  past  operations,  LOC  helicopters  were  dispatched  to 
the  forward  area  with  an  incorrect  location  or  to  an  element  that  was  not  ready  to 
receive  supolies.  Such  occurences  are  extremely  costly  in  terns  cf  helicopter 
sorties  lost  and  impede  the  satisfaction  of  unit  logistical  requirements. 

Observation:  Units  must  continue  to  refine  their  procedures  for  insu¬ 
ring  the  correctness  of  receiving  unit  locations,  call  siens,  freauencies  and  that  the 
receiving  unit  is,  in  fact,  ready  to  accent  resunply.  Close  and  continuous  coordina¬ 
tion  is  essential.  All  units,  including  senarate  ocmoanies,  must  orovide  a  represen¬ 
tative  in  BSOC  for  liaison.. 

Items  Delivery  of  "A"  Rations 

Discussion;  On  a  day  when  the  Brigade  maneuver  forces  are  involved  in 
large  scale  airmobile  assaults,  it  is  particularly  difficult  to  comnlete  the  resupply 
in  the  late  afternoon.  Usually  the  helicopters  available  to  work  LOC  are  less  than 
normal  because  of  troop  lift  recuirements,  and  the  units  do  not  get  to  their  over 
night  positions  until  late  in  the  afternoon.  Additionally,  the  renuirements  for  muni¬ 
tions  and  water  are  greater  than  on  the  average  day. 

Observations  When  the  majority  of  the  Brigade's  maneuver  forces  are  in¬ 
volved  in  air  assault  or  other  major  movements  on  a  particular  day,  there  should  be 
no  attempt  to  feed  "A"  rations  for  the  suppsr  meal.  Thio  would  allcw  the  LOC  effort 
to  be  devoted  entirely  to  the  movement  of  weapons,  ammunition,  and  water  during  the 
time  available,  operating  under  priorities  established  by  the  units. 

Item;  Difficulties  in  Unloading  Aircraft 

Discussions  Difficulty  was  experienced  in  unloading  aircraft  and  in  han¬ 
dling  eunplies  in  the  BSOC  Area. 

Observation;  An  Air  Force  Aerial  Port  Team  should  be  reouested  to  load 
and  unload  aircraft  in  the  forward  area. 
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SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  -  Operation  JUNCTION  CITY  I  4  II 


Item:  Evacuation  of  Routine  Casualties 

Discussion:  During  the  initial  ohase  of  the  operation,  difficulty  was 
experienced  in  evacuating  routine  casualties  to  BIEN  HOA,  Although  this  problem  was 
later  resolved  by  using  daily  resupply  choppers  returning  to  Base  Camp,  in  the  early 
days  of  the  operation,  there  was  some  concern  over  patient  evacuation. 

Observation:  Prom  D  -  Day,  a  ship  should  be  made  available  to  evacuate 
routine  casualties  on  a  one  flight  per  day  basis.  This  could  be  coordinated  with  the 
Brigade  Aviation  Officer  prior  to  each  operation. 

Item:  Dust  Control  for  Medical  Purposes 

Discussion:  An  ecological  problem  of  dust  control  was  constant  during 
this  operation  making  sanitary  maintenance  virtually  impossible  during  surgical  pro¬ 
cedures. 

Observation:  A  portable  Du3t-0ff  pad  of  some  sort  is  necessary  to  pro¬ 
vide  some  semblance  of  sterility  in  the  treatment  section,  e,  g,  rubber  mat,  pirne- 
prime  surface. 

Item:  Vehicle  Maintenance 

Discussion:  A  total  of  eiehteen  vehicles  had  to  be  tewed  during  the  con¬ 
voy  from  BIEN  HOA  to  SUOI  DA,  most  for  2d  Echelon  work.  Most  organization  mechanics 
do  not  take  PLL  repair  parts  to  the  field  with  them. 

Observation:  Vehicles  should  be  inspected  prior  to  deployment  to  minimize 
convoy  losses  due  to  minor  maintenance  problems.  Units  should  be  sure  to  take  basic 
Pli  repair  parts  with  them  to  the  field. 


The  following  items  are  concerned  with  the  problems  encountered  imme¬ 
diately  following  the  parachute  assault  of  22  February  and  tne  subseouent  heavy  drops. 
These  lessons  learned  were  supplied  by  the  l73d  Support  Battalion. 

Item:  Returning  of  Air  Delivery  Equipment 

Discussion:  Units  must,  as  a  standard  procedure,  return  all  air  deli¬ 
very  eauipment  to  the  Brigade  Supply  Office  on  the  first  available  aircraft  30  that 
such  equipment  is  available  for  the  shipment  of  additional  supplies. 

Observation:  If  prompt  return  of  air  delivery  eouinment  is  accomplished, 
the  Brigade  can  function  on  a  lesser  ouantity  of  air  items  (approximately  20  tons  of 
A-22  bags  and  associated  eouipment  were  used  on  Operation  JUNCTION  CITY  I),  and  the 
loss  nd  back-haul  rerci.-ament  will  be  reduced. 

Item:  Problems  Encountered  on  Heavy  Droos 

Discussion:  On  D  +  1,  many  aircraft  were  loaded  with  more  than  12  con¬ 
tainers,  In  these  aircraft,  the  last  bunkles  would  plunge  through  the  deployed  can¬ 
opies  of  the  preceding  loads  causing  extensive  canopy  and  supply  damage.  The  same 
problem  occurred  when  aircraft  extracted  their  loads  while  climbing  at  an  angle  greater 
than  8  degrees. 
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SUBJECT;  Ccobat  Operations  After  Action  Report  -  Operation  JUNCTION  CITY  I  &  II 


Observation;  Further  training  by  tha  Air  Force  in  CDS  procedures  would 
improve  future  operations  of  this  nature.  Concentrated  CDS  patterns  were  not  achieved 
until  the  last  two  drop  days  when  the  angle  panel  system  was  successfully  employed. 

Item;  Aircraft  Altitude  for  CDS  Drops 

Discussion;  At  0945  hours  on  D  -  Day,  two  CDS-013  loads  were  75^  Ices 
when  the  C-130  aircraft  executed  extraction  at  150  to  200  feet  instead  of  the  pre¬ 
scribed  400  feet. 

Observation;  It  is  mandatory  that  Air  Force  personnel  be  oriented  to 
the  precise  altitude  of  both  CDS  drops  and  Heavy  Drops  to  insure  the  safe  deploy¬ 
ment  of  canopies,  thereby  insuring  that  the  equipment  will  not  be  damaged  due  to 
too  rapid  a  descent. 

Item;  A-22  Slingc 

Discussion;  A-22  slings  constructed  of  type  15  cotton  webbing  broke 
on  several  occasions,  causing  malfunctions  and  the  loss  of  supplies  during  LOG  Com¬ 
mand  drape. 


Observation;  A-22  containers  should  bj  carefully  inspected  by  the  rigging 
unit  to  insure  that  webbing  and  hardware  are  in  good  condition. 

Item;  Damaged  Air  Equipment 

Discussion;  There  wae  extensive  pilferage  of  parachutes  and  kit  bags 
directly  following  the  parachute  assault.  Helicopters  landed  and  stole  parachutes 
from  uhe  DZ.  Equipment  was  damaged  unnecessarily  on  many  occasions.  Parachute  sus¬ 
pension  lines  were  cut.  Canopy  sections  were  removed.  Slings  on  A-22 ' s  and  risers 
on  G-13  parachutes  were  cut  to  free  loads.  In  addition,  there  were  insufficient  per¬ 
sonnel  in  the  objective  area  to  recover  the  supplies  and  air  delivery  equipment. 

Observation;  Personnel  should  be  oriented  in  recovery  techniques  and 
impressed  with  the  need  for  preserving  air  delivery  equipment.  Additional  recovery 
personnel  from  the  Support  Battalion  should  be  programmed  into  the  objective  area  in 
an  early  follow  up  to  the  assault  to  accelerate  recovery  of  supplies  and  air  delivery 
equipment . 


FOR  THE  COMMANDER; 


E.  B.  ROBE RS CM 
OPT,  AGO 
Asst  AG 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THR  ARKT 

HEADQUARTERS  173D  AIRBORNE  BRIGADE  (SEPARATE) 
APO  San  Francisco  96250 


AVffi-SC  15  Juno  196? 

SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  -  Operation  JUNCTION  COT  I  Si  II 


TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff 

For  Force  Develojnent 
Department  of  the  Amy 
Washington,  D,  C,  2Q310 


The  following  report  is  submitted  in  accordance  with  MACV  Directive  Nambsr 
335-8.  (RCS  Exempt) 

1»  General:  During  the  initial  planning  of  Operation  JUNCTION  COT,  the  173d 
Airborne  Brigade  was  not  scheduled  to  participate  in  Th&ae  II  (JUNCTION  COT  II), 
however,  immediately  after  the  Brigade  returned  to  BEN  HOA  terminating  their  par¬ 
ticipation  in  Operation  JUNCTION  COT  I,  the  1st  Infantry  Division  made  a  request 
to  II  FFORCEV  for  an  additional  Brigade  in  the' operational  area.  II  FFORCEV  sfade 
the  decision  to  redeploy  the  Brigade  to  the  AO,  now  in  the  eastern  uortion  of  WAR 
ZONE  "C",  again  under  the  Operational  Control  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division.  The 
173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Seoarate)  was  assigned  the  mission  of  securing  the  staging 
area  at  MNH  THANH  by  20  March  1967  and  ho  remain  there  for  airmobile  ooerations  on 
23  March  1967. 

2.  Hase  of  Operation:  JUNCTION  COT  H 

3.  References:  Maps  Vietnam,  1:50,000  -  Sheets  6231  I  &  IV,  6232  II  St  III 

6331  IV,  6332  HI 

k.  Type  of  Operation:  Search  and  Destroy 

5.  Pats  of  Operation:  20  March  through  13  Anril  1967 

6.  Location:  WAR  20NE  "C,  vicinity  of  MINH  THANH 

7.  Cnmmind  Headquarters:  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate) 

8.  Reporting  Officer:  Brigadier  General  John  R.  Deane  Jr. 

9.  Task  Force  Organization: 

Operation  JUNCTION  COT  H 

1  Amd  Tnf  -  LTC  SACHS  2 /5 03d  Inf  -  LTC  SIGHOLTZ 

1  Sqd  Engr  1  Sqd  Engr 

3  Set  Dog  Iks  3  Set  Dog  Tma 

1/5  fra  Tnf  -  T.TC  .TinrrjT 

1  Sqd  Engr 
3  Set  Dog  Tma 


DOWNGRADED  AT  3  TEAS  INTERVALS 
DECLASSIFIED  AFTER  12 ’TEARS 
DCO  DIRECTIVE  5200.10 
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SUBJECT:  Conb.it  Operations  After  Action  Report  -  Operation-'  JIMCTIOK  C1TT  I  &  IX 


Bda  Control 

D/l6';h  Armor 
E/I7th  Ctv 
Engr  Co  (-) 

HHC  (-) 

BSCC 

10.  Supporting  Forces: 

a.  United  States  Air  Force: 

(1)  Si**  of  Force: 

(a)  3d  Tactical  Fighter  Wing 

(b)  12th  Tactical  Fighter  Virg 

(e)  31st  Tactical  Fighter  Wiig 

(d)  35th  Tactical  Fighter  Wixg 

(2)  Hoe  and  When  Enploywd: 


(a) 

TAC  Sorties: 

3d  TFW . 

...  108 

12th  TFW  .  . . 

...  27 

31st  TFW . 

...  65 

35th  TFW . 

...  103 

J*0TAL  0  a  0  0  0  0 

...  303 

(b) 

FAC  Sorties . .  . 

(c) 

VWAF  Sorties . 

(d) 

Tens  of  Ordnance  .  .  .  .  . 

....  334.5 

(•> 

Visual  Reconnaissance  .  . 

(f' 

Escort  Missions  .  ,  ,  ,  , 

(*) 

Aerial  Resupply  .  ...  . 

(3)  Basalts  and  Effectiveness :  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate) 
>soved  to  the  MIHH  THA)fi  Area  by  land  convoy  and  C-130  aircraft  beginning  at  05 00 
boors  on  20  March  1967.  Infantry  Battalions  were  airlifted  into  the  forward  opera¬ 
ting  area  on  21  March  1967.  Sustained  resepply  operation*  were  supported  by  C-223  and 
C-130  airlift.  TAC  Air  preparation  was  highly  effective  when  troops  were  conduc¬ 
ting  airnbblle  assaults  into  contested  LZ*s. 

(4)  Tine  line*  a:  All  sorties  provided  arrived  within  s  wssable  tins 
frane  and  were  effectively  enoloyed. 
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SUBJECT:  Ccmbat  Operations  Alter  Action  Report  -  Operation  JUWCTIOW  CRT  1  ft  II 


b,  Amy  Ariation 

(1)  Site  of  Force:  During  Operation  JUNCTION  CITT  II,  the  173^  Air¬ 
borne  Brigade  (Separate)  was  supported  by  the  following  units: 

(a)  11th  Ariation  Fattalioa 

(b)  145th  Ariation  Battalion 

(c)  254th  Medical  Detaehoent 

(d)  173d  Ariation  Platoon  (Casuer  Platoon) 

(2)  How  and  When  Siployed:  The  abore  ariation  units  flew  a  total  of 
7,415  sorties  to  include  Coabat  Assault,  Amed  Helieooter,  Resupply,  Cowund  and 
liaison.  Aerial  Reconnaissance  and  Aerial  Observer, 

(3)  Highlights  of  Ariation  Actirities:  An  effective  method  of  air¬ 

mobile  extraction  was  utilized  on  t-  -  "inal  day  of  the  operation  when  two  infantry 
companies  performing  road  security  <■  a  picked  up  by  DH-1  helicopters  and  trans¬ 

ported  to  a  rehicle  rendezvous  point.  The  airlifts  provided  the  ground  units  with 
a  high  degree  of  flexibility  and  utilizing  the  road  way  as  a  PZ  provided  an  effi¬ 
cient  extraction.  Dust  was  a  problem  but  extraction  was  successful.  Gunahips 
supported  the  extraction. 

(4)  A  total  of  2,737-9  hours  were  flown  in  support  of  Operation 
J01CTIOH  CITY  II  for  s  daily  average  of  119  hours. 

(5)  A  total  of  8,644  passengers  were  transported  in  support  of  ths 
Brigads  operation  for  a  daily  average  of  36Q.C  passexgers. 

(6)  A  total  of  2,834.9  tons  of  cargo  were  flown  for  a  daily  average  of 

113.1  tons. 

(7)  Results  and  Effectiveness:  The  aviation  suuoort  which  the  Bri¬ 
gade  received  was  adecruate  to  meet  the  essential  reouirements.  A  shortage  existed 
to  suuoort  the  Long  Range  Reconnaissance  Patrol  and  as  u  result,  they  lost  a  con¬ 
siderable  amount  of  their  effectiveness.  The  arrival  of  four  (4)  additional  UB-1D 
helic craters  from  the  173d  Aviation  Platoon  greatly  eased  the  problem  in  furnishing 
Command  and  Liaison  aircraft, 

c.  Artillery 

(1)  Size  of  Force: 

Btry  3d  Eh,  319th  Arty  (6  105m  Bow) 

Btry  3,  jA  Eh,  319th  Arty  (6  105mm  How) 

Btry  C,  3d  Eh,  319th  Arty  (6  105mm  How) 

(2)  How  and  When  Employed: 

(a)  Cto  Monday,  20  March  1967,  :  t  0655  hours,  the  3d  Battalion, 
319th  Artillery  (-)  departed  BIEW  H0A  Base  Camp  by  road.  The  Artillery  Battalion 
closed  at  MDK  TRAWH  Airfield  (FSB  »D»  -  XT  646671)  at  1500  hours.  Advance  elements 
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SUBJECT:  Conbat  Operations  After  Action  Report  -  Operation  JUWCTICM  CITT  I  ft  II 


which  consisted  of  18  M-1Q2  Howitzers  with  crew  departed  BIEN  HOA  Airbase  by  C-130 
aircraft  at  0921  hours  closing  at  MI>H  THAKH  at  0930  hours.  They  were  laid  and 
prepared  to  fire  at  0955  hours.  Coordination  was  Bade  with  Destroyer  TOC  to  support 
the  2/l8th  Infantry.  A  total  of  three  missions  were  fired  and  a  total  of  67  rour.de 
were  expended.  On  Wednesday,  22  March  1967,  the  3/319th  Artillery  nored  from  MINH 
THaNH  Airfield  by  CH-47  aircraft.  The  Battalion  departed  at  1110  hours  utilising 
41  personnel  and  equipment  sorties.  The  3/319th  Artillery  closed  at  Fire  Support 
Base  PARHT  (XT  495754)  at  1800  hours.  Thirty-one  Class  T  sorties  were  completed 
at  this  time.  On  28  March  1967,  direct  fire  was  eonloyed.  It  Proved  to  be  effec¬ 
tive  by  the  decrease  in  sniper  fire  which  had  been  received  by  the  infantry  elements 
protecting  the  fire  support  base.  On  3  April  1967,  Battery  A  moved  by  CR-47  from 
Position  PARHT  to  Position  ROCK  (XT  6068),  de Darting  at  1124  hours  and  closing  at 
1145  hours,  laid  and  ready  to  fire  at  1200  hours.  On  9  April,  at  0720  hours,  C / 
3/319tl|  Artillery  nored  fren  Position  PARHT  t*  Wsition  ROCK  utilising  eleven  sor¬ 
ties  to  complete  the  sove.  Battery  C  was  laid  and  ready  to  fire  at  0835  hours. 

Later  that  day,  Bravo  Battery  also  deployed  by  CB-47  to  Position  ROCK  closing  at 
1530  hours. 


(b)  Preparation  of  Landing  Zones: 

23  Mar  67  -  0915-0845 H  -  XT  438685  -  1100-113® 

24  Mar  67  -  0oi5-0945H^-  XT  457677  -  110C-1130H 

9  Apr  67  -  090C-0930R  -  1045  -  _  15H  -  XT  50956640,  5125- 
6640,  50806630,  51406620,  51206660 

(3)  Results  and  Effectiveness:  Three  preparations  were  fired  on 
landing  rones  and  two  were  fired  on  extraction  zones.  The  preparations  fired  on  LZ*s 
were  fired  in  accordance  with  a  time  schedule  in  conjunction  with  air  strikes.  They 
were  very  effective  and  reduced  the  aaount  of  ground  fire  that  was  received  by  the 
assaulting  elements.  The  extraction  nrenarations  were  in  the  for*  of  clearing  fires 
and  were  delivered  around  extraction  LZ's.  They  were  also  very  effective  and  remit¬ 
ted  the  forces  to  extract  with  little  or  no  ground  fire  frem  the  enemy,  Advancing 
fires  vere  employ'd  on  nwsrous  occasions  and  enabled  the  infantry  to  aove  with 
greater  steed  and  less  contact.  When  contact  was  mads,  artillary  fire  was  placed 
on  both  the  enemy  ar.d  in  blocking  Positions,  Defensive  concentrations  were  fired 
daily  as  desired  by  the  infantry  commanders.  Counter-mortar  fires  were  employed  on 
two  occasions  and  were  successful  in  silencing  the  enemy  mortars,  numerous  missions 
were  fired  on  intelligence  targets  with  unknown  results.  The  H  ft  I  program  continued 
to  be  stressed  with  an  average  of  500  rounds  being  fired  per  night  with  unknown  re¬ 
sults.  TOT's  were  fired  on  all  previous  base  camps  with  unknown  results, 

(4)  Timeliness:  On  contact  missions  when  TAG  air  was  employed,  the 
transition  between  artillery  fire  check  firing  and  TAC  Air  ordnance  being  delivered 
was  not  smooth.  Check  fire  was  given  too  early  resulting  in  a  period  of  time  when 
no  ordnance  was  hittire?  the  enemy.  The  time  between  receipt  of  fire  mission  and 
first  round  shot  was  governed  by  the  time  reoulred  for  air  and  ground  clearance, 

Tne  technical  computations  and  tactical  considerations  required  by  all  TOC's  wore 
accomplished  with  both  sneed  and  accuracy, 

(5)  Missions  and  Rounds  Fired :  105ms  Hcwitrer 

Missions  -  1,729 
Rounds  Expended  -  48,575 
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d»  B  Troop.  17th  Car airy 

(1)  Siae  of  Force: 

Throe  (3)  Beeomaissance  Platoons 

ISSP  Platoon 

Troop  Headouarters 

Yehiclas  -  26  1/A-ton  vehicles,  11  3/A-ton  re hleles  and  two  2  1/2- 
toa  vehicles  to  include  a  1500  gallon  tanker. 

(2)  How  and  When  Eeroloyed: 

(a)  The  Troop  departed  Bin  BOA  bp  road  with  its  combat  re  hides 
on  20  March  196?  to  the  KDfi  TP  APB  Bobber  Plantation. 

(b)  Daring  the  entire  operation,  the  Troop  assisted  in  the  defame 
of  fire  Support  Base  DELTA. 

(e)  While  securing  FSB  PC*,  the  Troop  contacted  ad  aggressive  pe¬ 
trol  plan  by  keening  a  Boosted  or  dienoonted  patrol  act  at  all  tiaee. 

(1)  Basalts  and  Kffaetlseneee:  Daring  the  operation*. ee  ranei  one  mount 
of  mounts  I-  and  dismounted  patrols  were  deployed  around  FSB  "D*.  This  action  resalted 
in  1  TC  CIA  (BO)  end  the  capturing  of  1  AK-47  rifle.  This  operation  pi  owed  effective 
la  that  it  provided  ell  types  of  eoebxt  training  for  new  pers'tmol. 

(A)  Tinelines  a:  All  missions  of  the  Troop  were  tec  senile  hed  on  tine 
daring  the  operation. 

e.  Company  D,  16th  Amor 

(1)  Sim  of  Force: 

3  AFC  Flatoone  under  Bde  OPCCK 

(2)  How  end  When  tanloyed: 

(a)  Secured  staging  area  at  KWh  TBAMH  on  20  March  1967  with  cne 
reinforced  conoaqy.  The  D/lfith  Amor  Ccnocny  then  staged  at  Hi*  THAB  for  aimobile 
operation#  on  23  Mart*  1967. 

(fc)  tJpca  closing  at  F.llfi  TKAMB,  DA6th  Amor  became  under  the  Ope¬ 
rational  Control  of  E/17tb  Cavalry  and  conducted  various  ndsaicae  is  and  aro&sd  the 
KHH  THAJH  Area.  Mnarlly  eeroloyed  fee  BSOC  and  C?  security, 

(3)  Basalt*  end  Effectiveness :  Although  the  eonoapy  was  primarily 
ased  as  CP  and  BSOC  aecority,  they  were  able  to  operate  in  the  local  area  taring 
dgyligbt  hoars.  These  operations  were  hindered  by  the  lack  of  artillery  support  sad 
not  being  able  to  move  oat  of  A.2*  mortar  range.  The  tins  eneot  on  the  perimeter 
was  pot  to  good  advantage  with  maintenance  and  classes  being  conducted  by  the  Amor 
Ccnoeny's  personnel. 
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SUBJECT:  Ui«uit  Cporaticoe  After  Action  Bipcr-t  -  Ooeration  JUMCTIGM  CIT:  I  &  II 


f.  173d  Estlaaar  Ccap&gr 

(1)  Sire  of  Force: 

3  Demolition  Squad* 

2  Mechanics 

2  Veter  Point  Terns 

(2)  How  and  When  Employed:  Cte  10  March  1967,  the  Deeolltim  and 
Water  Point  personnel  of  the  173d  togtnrriT  Camay  departed  BISS  30A  far  KiHi  THAHH 
in  VAB  ZOK  *C*.  The  following  activities  were  conducted  by  the  Engineer  elements 
between  20  March  and  13  April  1967: 

(a)  Cleared  L2=a 

1.  31  March  1967,  cleared  an  1Z  enoloying  180  ocunds  of  C-A. 

2.  On  3  April  cleared  an  L2  eaeloyiag  100  pounds  of  C-A. 

Cta  7  -  9  Asril,  Cleared  ar.  LZ  muloyine  A20  pound*  of 
C~A,  Sire  of  1Z  wee  80  aeters  x  150  eats  re. 

4.  Cb  10  Anrll  1967,  cleared  an  LZ  moloying  53&  nounds  of 
C-A.  Sire  of  12  was  90  eetere  r.  200  eaters. 

(b)  A  c aweary  sise  base  c  aep  was  destroyed  on  30  Mart*  1967  et 
XT  A36683.  Forty  bunkers  were  destroyed  using  101  ~xonds  of  C-A. 

(e)  Throughout  the  period,  the  following  wsre  destroyed: 


ITEM 

MOGXB 

THE 

A.2=  tod 

12 

OS 

60m  Pnd 

1 

OS 

M-72 

1 

os 

Grenada,  Frag 

2 

re 

Grenade,  VP 

1 

re 

81m  tod 

17 

re 

Claywors  Mine 

2 

Large  TC 

Claywars  Mine 

7 

toall  TC 

tod 

20 

TC 

Grenade,  Drag 

55 

TC 

500  lb  Boab 

2 

re 

100  lb  Bcad> 

2 

re 

AT  Mina 

6 

TC 

(3)  Basnlte  and  Effectiveness:  Engineer  el  manta  wars  smstime  ep- 
played  in  noo-engineer  true  missions  when  they  could  hare  been  used  to  better  advan¬ 
tage  elsewhere. 

(A)  Tiaalineas:  M/A 
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SOT  iCT:  Casbat  Operations  After  Action  Report  -  Operation  JUNCTION  CITT  I  &  II 


g.  I73d  Military  Police 

(1)  Size  of  Forces  the  force  constituting  the  17’d  Military  Police 
during  One ration  JUNCTION  CITY  II  was  as  follows: 

Personnel: 

Four  (4)  8-nan  sounds 
Two  (2)  officers 
Fire  (5)  National  Policemen 
One  (1)  interoreter 

Equipment: 

Che  (1)  3/4-ton  truck 
Eight  (8)  1/4-ton  trucks 
Seven  (7)  M-60  machineguns 
One  (1)  ,50  caliber  machine  gun 

(2)  How  and  When  Employed: 

(a)  To  provide  necessary  traffic  control  points  for  movement  of 
the  Brigade  to  and  from  the  Tactical  Area  of  Operations, 

(b)  To  help  provide  security  for  the  Brigade  CP  by  attaching  two 
nine-man  squads  to  E/l?th  Cavalry  (19  March  -  12  April  1967 ) , 

(c)  To  orovide  road  security  from  the  Brigade  CP  to  the  water  point 
with  a  roving  gun  jeon  (19  March  -  13  April). 

(d)  To  orovide  a  gun  jeep  natrol  for  the  airstrio  at  HINH  THANH 
to  keen  indigenous  personnel  out  of  the  Brigade  Area  and  to  keep  vehicles  from  cros¬ 
sing  the  runway  (19  March  -  13  April). 

(e)  To  maintain  a  PCW  Collecting  Point  at  the  Brigade  Forward 
Base  Canto  to  include  guarding,  feeding  and  evacuation  of  captives  (19  March  -  13 
April  1967). 


(f)  To  orovide  security  for  the  TOC  during  *he  hours  of  darkness 
(1800  -  0600  hours,  19  March  -  13  Aoril  1967). 

(g)  To  Patrol  the  "Off  Limits"  area  of  MINH  THANH  and  the  beer 
stands  outside  of  the  town  itself  that  were  on  limits  to  the  troons  (19  March  -  13 
April  1967). 


(h)  To  orcrviia  security  for  the  S5  MBDCAP  Teams  operating  in  a 
MCNTAGNARD  Village  north  of  the  Base  Camp  Area, 

(i)  To  secure  a  bridge  with  one  (1)  MP  sauad  northeast  of  MINH 
THANH  on  the  day  before  tactical  movement  back  to  BIEN  HOA  (l2  -  13  April  1967). 

(j)  To  provide  a  24  hour  security  guard  on  the  Commanding  Gene¬ 
ral  (19  March  -  13  April  1967). 
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SUBJECT:  Ccabat  Operations  After  Action  Refer i  -  Operation  JUNCTION  CITT  I  4  II 

(l)  To  work  in  conjunction  with  the  Special  Forces  in  the  area  and 
the  Village  Chiefs  and  the  S5  in  order  to  curtail  villagers  firem  selling  marihuana  to 
173d  personnel  (19  March  -  13  April  1967). 

(m)  To  again  work  in  conjunction  with  Special  Forces,  Villiage 

Chiefs  and  ths  S5  to  chock  -„ha  of  SIKH  THANH  far  a  radio  transmitter  that 

was  ;  undii.j  messages  ai.<d  was  trsrn?  Us  ths  Tillage, 

(3)  Results  and  Effectiveness:  The  traffic  control  of  the  road  move¬ 
ment  of  the  Brigade  to  and  froa  the  tactical  area  was  accomplished  without  any  diffi- 
culty.  TCP's  manned  by  HP  and  Rational  Policemen  were  able  to  control  traffic  and 
direct  Brigade  vehicles  to  ths  designated  routes.  Ths  Commanding  General  guard,  nor¬ 
mally  acccmnlishsd  by  non-military  police  personnel,  was  an  rented  by  HP's  in  order 
to  provide  better  security.-  Control  of  indigenous  personnel  in  the  CP  area  was  a 
constant  problem.  Through  close  coordination  with  Rational  Police,  Special  Forces 
personnel  and  the  Village  Chief  of  KISH  THANH,  this  problem  was  lessened  but  never 
solved.  Constant  vigilance  for  the  prersnee  of  marihuana  in  the  ares  by  HP's  re¬ 
sulted  in  the  confiscation  of  seven  parcels  of  marihuana  in  the  immediate  area.  Ho 
actual  enemy  contact  was  mads  d urine  ths  time  HP's  were  used  as  road  security,  pa¬ 
trols  or  perimeter  defense. 

(4)  Timeliness:  All  missions  of  the  173d  Military  Police  Platoon 
were  accomplished  on  time  during  the  operation. 

h.  UffiP  (Long  Range  Reconnaissance  Patrol) 

(1)  Size  of  Force: 

Two  (2)  oeflcapfl 

Forty  (40)  Enlisted  Men 

(2)  How  and  When  Alloyed:  The  LHRP  moved  to  the  forward  operational 
area  at  MINH  THANH  on  the  morning  of  20  March  1967  and  introduced  three  six-man 
reconnaissance  teams  with  the  mission  of  landing  sons  surveillance.  On  21  March 
1967,  a  twelve  man  team  was  introduced  north  of  MINH  THANH  on  a  combat  patrol.  On 
7  April,  a  six  man  team  was  introduced  for  landing  rone  surveillance.  On  10  April 
1967,  four  combat  outposts  were  set  around  MINH  THANH  in  reaction  to  an  alert  of  a 
proposed  VC  Regimental  attack.  Throughout  the  operation,  the  LHRP  conducted  observa¬ 
tion  and  listening  posts  for  the  protection  of  the  Brigade  Ccmaand  Post  at  MINH  TRA1W. 
A  total  of  six  long  range  and  twenty-two  local  missions  were  conducted. 

(3)  Results  and  Effectiveness:  The  long  range  missions  were  successful 
in  either  observing  the  landing  zone  or  making  contact  with  the  enemy,  thereby  deter¬ 
mining  their  presence  in  the  area.  The  OP'S  were  also  successful  and  provided  an 
opportunity  fo-  the  training  of  new  personnel, 

(4)  Timeliness:  The  operations  were  conducted  at  the  proper  time  and 
introduced  prior  to  large  units  entering  the  area.  Due  to  the  lack  of  helicopter 
support,  the  LKRP  was  used  minimally  and  on  ooo  occasion,  was  introduced  late  due 
to  commitment  of  gunshipe. 

11.  Intelligence 
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SUBJECT :  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Resort  -  Operation  JUNCTION  CITT  I  &  II 


a,  Sneer  Situation  Before  Ooe ration;  Prior  to  the  commencement  of  the 
operation,  elements  of  the  272d  KF  Regiment,  the  lC-let  UFA  Regiment,  the  82d  Bear 
Services  Group,  the  9th  VC  Division  Headquarters,  the  1st  Pattalion,  70th  Guard 
Regiment  (COSVN)  and  two  unidentified  battalions  of  the  69t'n  Artillery  Regimsnt 
were  thought  to  be  located  within  the  Brigade’s  area  of  operation,  The  enemy  hrd 
the  capability  to: 

(1)  Attack  with  elements  of  the  272d  KF  Regiment,  101st  KVA  Regiment, 
70th  Security  Guard  Regiment  and  the  69th  Artillery  Regiment. 

(2)  Defend  with  the  forces  nentioned  above, 

(3)  Beinforcs  bis  attacks  and  defenses  with  elements  of  the  7th  Kf* 
Division,  the  141st  "S  Battalion  and  the  Phu  Loi  Battalion, 

(4)  Withdraw  fra«*  contact  or  avoid  contact  at  the  time  and  place  of 

his  chosirg, 

b,  Enemy  Situation  During  Operations;  Pros  22  Karch  to  12  April  1967, 
the  Brigade  maintained  daily  contact  with  the  enemy.  These  contacts  were  usually 
engagements  with  small  g roues  of  VC  up  to  platoon  sine  elenents,  Approximately 

40  oor  cent  of  these  contacts  were  friendly  initiated.  Though  no  large  engagements 
took  Place,  numerous  base  camps  were  found  and  the  documents  captured  in  these  base 
areas  identified  the  following  wilts  in  tbs  AO;  elements  of  the  9th  VC  Division, 
elements  of  the  272d  Main  Force  Regiment,  C15  C23,  C40  and  C46  Mechanised  Companies 
subordinate- to  the  C921  Military  Staff  Com»j\  so  C0S7X,  elements  of  the  69th  Artil¬ 
lery  Regiment,  Z-26  (Worksite  Section  of  Grouts  82  COSVK  Rear  Service  Department), 
Hosoital  5 A,  (subordinate  to  Group  82,  Headquarters  and  Staff  Section  of  the  Mili¬ 
tary  Staff  C<xmd.ttee,  COSVN ) ,  elenents  of  tns  CM-  Product  ion,  Procurement  and  Trans¬ 
portation  units  cubordinate  to  Grouts  82,  element-;  of  P46  and  D47  subordinate 'to  B2, 
C921  (Intelligence  or  Reconnaissance  section  of  the  Military  Staff  Ccnmittee,  COSVH. 
The  dates  on  the  documents  were  from  less  than  one  vee't  tc  2  years  old.  The  enemy 
in  most  instances  pave  a  spirited  accounting  of  himself,  and  aptseared  to  be  in  good 
shape  nbysically  and  had  bier,  morale.  He  makes  excellent  use  of  camouflage  and 
eniplng  techniaues,  and  when  dug  in  in  has  base  areas,  was  difficult  to  dislodge. 

c,  Area  of  One rat ion a : 

(1)  Weather  and  Climate;  The  weather  during  Operation  JUNCTIOK  CITT 
II  was  clear  and  dry.  We  had  light  rain  showers  on  two  aft  rrnoens.  light  fog 
and  low  ceilings  were  comnonplace  in  the  morning  hews  uati  0930  hours.  The  ave¬ 
rage  high  terauerature  was  about  90°  and  the  average  low  temterature  was  about  67°. 

The  weather  was  ideally  suited  for  ground  operations  throughout  the  entire  oneration, 

(2)  Terrain:  The  Brigade  A0  was  bounded  by  XT  75  east  end  west  grid 
line  on  the  north,  the  XT  40  north=south  grid  line  on  the  west  and  the  SAIGON  RIVER 
on  the  sooth  and  east,  SU0I  BA  CHIEM  and  its  tributaries  is  th--  major  water  course 
in  the  maneuver  area.  Generally,  the  vegatation  is  dense  forest  with  a  canopy  of 
100  feet  with  large  areas  of  light  forest,  brush  wood  and  bamboo  thickets.  HIGHWAT 
244  bisects  the  maneuver  area  into  western  and  eastern  Portions,  The  light  areas 

of  vegatation  and  omen  areas  are  more  prominent  west  of  KIGHWAT  21%,  while  tha  denser 
jungle  dominates  the  east  side  of  the  highway  to  the  SAIGON  RIVER,  B-52  strikes  in 
tho  area  have  caused  extensive  blowdown  in  the  AQ,  and  as  such,  have  significantly 
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altered  the  terrain  and  vegetation  in  target  areas.  The  enemy  skillfully  used  the 
dense  jungle  areas  and  was  afforded  a  measure  of  protection  frai  VR  and  observation 
by  the  high  canopy  of  the  denser  Jungle  areas. 

d.  Final  Analysis:  There  were  contacts  with  the  enemy  in  souad  and  pla¬ 
toon  sized  forces.  Daily  contact  was  made  throughout  the  AO,  though  most  of  the 
contacts  were  harassing  type  engagements  on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  Of  those  few 
occasions  on  which  the  enemv  initiated  the  contact  with  platoor  sized  eleoents,  he 
did  so  while  in  fortified  positions  and  save  a  good  accounting  of  himself  before 
being  defeated.  The  enemy  morale  appears  to  be  high  and  hs  seems  to  have  adequate 
supplies  and  logistical  support.  The  maserous  base  camps,  wells,  and  extensive 
trail  systems  indicate  that  this  particular  area  is  an  old  bass  area  for  elements 
of  the  COSTS  and  the  9th  Division  as  listed  in  paragraph  H-b  above. 

e.  Sources  of  Intelligence:  During  Operation  JUNCTION  CITT  II,  the  172d 
Military  Intelligence  Detachment  provided  the  l?3d  Airborne  Brigade  specialized  in¬ 
telligence  support  in  the  fields  of  Imagery  Interpretation  and  Interrogation.  The 
activities  of  each  section  are  listed  below: 

(l)  Imagery  Interpretation  Section: 

(a)  Imagery  Interpretation  support  for  Operation  JUNCTION  CITT 

II  consisted  of  the  preparation  of  iamediata  reports,  detailed  LZ  analysis,  construc¬ 
tion  of  mosaics,  aerial  reconnaissance  and  weather  support. 

(b)  Aerial  reconnaissance  was  flown  during  the  operation  from 
the  MIHH  THANH  Air  Strip  and  TIP  helipad. 

(e)  Imagery  Interpretation  support  for  JUNCTION  CITT  II  consisted 


of  the  following: 

Aerial  Reconnaissance  Missions 

Army  JH— IB  o...... ............  3 

Ansy  OB— 13  ...................  5 

Air  Force  FAC  ... ...............  3 

Total  Hours  22„5 

ftioto  Interpretation  Reports: 

Immediate  ...................  3 

LZ  Ansi  ysls  ....  ...............  5 


In  addition,  the  aerial  observer  was  utilized  by  S2  for  radio  operator  and  posting 
OB  reports  and  overlays. 

(2)  Interrogation  Section: 

A  statistical  summary  of  personnel,  documents  and  material  pro¬ 
cessed  during  the  operation  follows; 
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Detainees: 


yc . o 

Returnee:  .  .  .  .  ..........0 

Civil  Defenderrts  . .......0 

Civilians  .....  .  ....  .  4 

Documents  .............  .  ..  3»705 


Weapons: 


Rifles  and  Carbines  ................  16 

Pistols-  (Flare  Type)  . . 1 

AT  Grenade  Launchers  ...........  .  .2 

Light  Kachi -jeguns  ...  . . .........4 

Reeoilles  Rifle  (57m)  ................  1 

Sub-Maehineguns  ..........  .  ..3 

A— ini  t  ion: 

Assarted  u/a  Rounds  ..........  .  4,252 

AT  Grenades  .......................4 

Hand  Grenades  ....................  .89 

70ns  Howitser  Rounds  ..  .  ........  3 


Mines  and  Demolitions: 


Anti-Personnel  ,8 

Cla  more  Tyne  . . 12 

Shane  Charges  .........  .  3 

Explosives  (TOT)  . . .  37  lbs 

Blasting  Car*  ....................  187 

Electric  Cord  ..........  .  ..  1,100  ft 

Clothing  . . -  .  323  lba 

Medical  Supplies  ................  58  lb* 


Web  Gear  . . 137  lb* 


Mine  Shop  Tools  4  Equin*ent  ..........  1,000  lbs 


(3)  Significant  Findings  as  a  Result  of  Doemsut  Exploitation: 

(a)  During  the  operation,  documents  were  uncovered  coi*Mmii% 
the  existence  and  organisational  structure  of  the  Mechanised  Section,.  Military 
Staff  Ccmnitt.ee,  C0S7R.  These  documents  also  revealed  geographic  areas  of  re  anon-- 
slbility  and  one  rational  missions  of  all  elements  of  this  section. 

(b)  Discovery  of  documents  fulfilling  intelligence  reouireaents 
for  S1CR  C-UTE-U0799,  subject;  VC/OTA  Medicsl  Statistics. 

12.  Mission:  Operation  JUMCTICM  CITT  II 
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The  mission  of  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (.Separate)  during  Operation  JI7WCTIOT 
CUT  II  was  as  follow: 

a.  To  secure  the  staging  area  at  KI'RJ  TRASH  not  later  than  20  March  1967. 

The  Brigade  was  then  to  reoain  at  this  staging  area  tor  ore  aeration  lor  airmobile 
assaults  ccmencing  on  23  March  1967. 

b.  Cto  23  March  1967,  the  Brigade  was  to  conduct  airmobile  assaults  into 
eastern  WAR  ZOffi  »C«. 

c.  The  Brigade's  cession  was  then  to  conduct  search  and  destroy  ooersticns 
to  find,  fix  and  destroy  COSVKA’C/HTA  forces  and  installation  in  assigned  AO*  a  with 
priority  to  Objectives  E1M,  OAK,  and  BIRCH. 

d.  The  173d  Airborne  Frigade  (Separate)  was  tinder  the  Operational  Control 
of  the  1st  Infantry  Division  throughout  the  oneration. 

13.  Concent  of  Operation*  The  173d  Airborne  Brig»de  (Separate)  conducted  Opera¬ 
tion  JUKCTIOW  CITT  in  five  (5)  phases  as  follows: 

a,  PHASE  I:  Operation  JUHCTIOH  CITT  HD-DaytoD  +  2  (20  -  22  March  1^67) 

The  173  d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  deployed  from  BIEH  HO  A  Bass  Caep 
to  a  staging  area  in  the  vicinity  of  MZHH  THAHH  on  20  March  1967  in  preparation 
for  search  and  destroy  operation*  commencing  on  23  March.  Tne  Brigade's  novanent 
was  accaepllshed  by  intra-theater  airlift  and  road  convoy.  (OPOHD  7-67) 

be  PHASE  II:  Hellbore;  Aasanlt  and  S  4  D  -  D  +  3  to  D  +  20  (23  March  - 
9  April  1967) 

The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  conducted  airmobile  assaults  into  assigned 
AO's  and  aastaed  responsibility  for  the  security  of  Mr*  Support  Base  PARHT  with 
the  l/503d  Infantry  and  conducted  S  4  D  operations  In  zone,  (FRAG  ORDER  1) 

c.  PHASE  IH:  Shift  to  Pan  ROCK  -D*20-P+23(9  Anrll  -  12  April  19673 
FRAG  ORDERS  2  4  3. 

Th-->  173d  Airborne  Brigade  chased  out  of  FSB  PAERT  and  established  a 
Fire  Support  Ease  at  the  edge  of  the  HIM  THAHK  Rubber  Plantation  at  FSB  ROCK. 

d.  PHASE  IT:  Prep  for  Redeployment  D  +  23  (12  April  19b7) 

The  Brigade  extracted  the  1st  and  2d  Battalions,  503d  infantry  Area 
their  AO  to  MIHH  THAHH  in  preparation  for  movement  to  B1KH  HO  A.  (FRAG  CWCER  4) 

e.  PHASE  V:  B»  deployment  -  D  +  21  (13  April  1967) 

The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  redeployed  to  Bm  HOA  by  airlift  and  rood 
convoy,  thereby  terminating  their  participation  in  operation  JDHCTICB  CITT.  (FRAG 
ORDER  5  4  6), 

It.  Execution 
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SUBJECT:  Ccmbat  Operetio  0  After  Action  Bapert  -  Operation  JWCTIC*  CITT  I4II 


a.  D  -  Par  (20  March  1967 ) 

Changes  in  Task  Ontinmilw:  173d  Abn  Bdg  (Sep)  bac— a  OPCCH  to  the 

let  Inf  Dlv  1300  hoars 

Operational  Sqmmry:  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  began  deploy¬ 
ment  frc^BIB*  HOA  Baee  Ctap  to  MUR  THAW  for  participation  in  Operation  JUSCT10H 
CITT  II  and  was  placed  under  the  Operational  Control  of  the  let  Infantry  Division 
at  1500  h crura ,  A  Brigade  (-3  eoevey  consisting  of  the  3/319th  Artillery,  l/iTth  Ca¬ 
valry,  D/16th  Armor,  the  Brigade  *HC,  the  173d  Engineer  Company  (-),  and  the  B30C 
departed  base  can  at  0550  hears  and  closed  at  HDffl  THAHH  at  1500  hours.  At  O’ 3 5 
hoars,  the  3d  Platoon  of  D/I6th  Amor  moving  with  the  trail  party  encountered  haavy 
traffic  vicinity  XT  006050.  *feiHrthe  convoy  cent  limed  to  xove,  a  civilian  vehicle 
cut  in  front  of  the  lead  e latent  of  the  3d  Platoon,  causing  a  three-track  crash. 

The  collision  resulted  in  ore  man  being  in  .Tired  and  two  tr&c^J  damaged,  one  of  which 
re 'mired  *  <reetoer,  Boon  the  closing  of  all  convoy  elements,  the  Brigade  CP  was 
established  at  XT  643671.  The  Infantry  elements  of  the  Brigade  remained  at  BIX*  BOA 
making  final  preparations  for  deployment  to  the  operational  area. 

b.  D  +  1  (21  March  1967) 

Chaixea  in  Task  force  Organisation;  Roma 

Operational  SanmxTr:  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  completed 
deployment  from  BIEM  HOA  to  MDR  THASH  for  participation  im  Operation  dUKTICB  CITT 
H,  under  the  OPCCM  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division.  The  l/503d  Infantry,  2/503d  Infan¬ 
try  and  4/5Q3d  Infantry  moved  by  C-130  aircraft  from  BIE*  HOA  Airbase  to  an  air  atrip 
at  HUH  THAW,  completing  the  move  by  1620  hours.  Twenty-two  (22)  C-130  sorties  ware 
employed  for  the  merve.  The  infantry  battalions  established  defensive  positions  end 
met  with  negative  contact  on  this  day.  D/l6th  Armor  and  E/17tb  Cavalry  conducted 
maintenance  of  their  organic  vehicles  and  set  up  perimeter  defenses  for  tbs  Brigade 
CP  lr  tne  MUR  THAW  Bobber  Plantation. 

c.  D  +  2  (22  lhhruary  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organisation;  2/llth  ACB  OPCO  173d  Atm  Bds  (Sen) 

Operational  Oimmsry;  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  OPCO  to  the 
1st  infantry  Division  established  a  Fire  Support  Base  at  Position  PAHHT  (XT  49^754) » 
in  preparation  for  a  Brigade  airs  aim  assault  oc  23  March  1967.  The  3^319th  Artil¬ 
lery  moved  by  CH-47  helillft  from  IQMH  THAKH  tc  Poeitior  PAHHT  beginning  at  lOtt* 
hoars  and  closed  at  1730  hours.  Party-one  personnel  »nd  cruijmant  sorties  ware  em¬ 
ployed  for  the  lift. 

The  l/5Q3d  Infantry  published  FRAG  ORDER  1  to  OPORD  5-67  and  a  comman¬ 
der’s  staff  meeting  was  called  to  discuss  the  implementation  of  the  order  at  3800 
hours.  Scheduled  departure  time  from  KDK  THA3I5  was  231342H  March  with  the  order  of 
introduction  into  LZ  ALPHA  being  C/l/503d,  AA/503d  and  Bacon  Platoon, 

The  2/503d  Infantry-  remained  at  MIKH  TKAXH  conducting  local  patrolling 
and  mabushos  in  addition  to  preparing  to  move  to  Objective  PAHHT  an  the  following 
day.  The  l/5Q?d  Infantry  also  eentimed  final  preparation  far  the  assault  into 
LZ  WPHA. 

D/16th  Armor  and  E^Tth  Cavalry  eontimed  to  maintain  defenses  and 
conducted  maintenance  of  vehicles. 


13 

CONFIDENTIAL 


CONF I  OF  NT  I AL 


AVES-SC  15  -  — «  -96? 

SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  -  Operation  JURCTI'V  CITT  :  <  II 


d.  D  +  3  (23  March  1967 ) 

Changes  <n  *»<V  Organization:  B/l/503d  Infantry  0PC08  2 /11th  ACS 

Operational  Saury:  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  coder  the 
OPOO*  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division,  conducted  a  Battalion  sire  helicopter  more  and 
a  two  Battalion  helicopter  assault  northwest  and  west  of  HER  THAJB  respectively. 

The  L/5C3d  Infantry  conducted  a  heliboroe  assault  on  L2  ALPHA  (IT  188635 )  at  1327 
hours  with  the  last  lift  -..osing  at  1115  hours.  The  Battalion  immediately  establi¬ 
shed  defensive  poeiticcs  far  the  night  and  made  preparations  for  a  two  prtnged  sweep 
to  the  northwest  on  the  following  day. 

The  l/50Jd  Infantry  (-)  also  conduct  d  a  beliborne  assault  into  tZ 
ALHIA  employing  95  UH-1D  sorties  and  closing  at  1232  hours.  The  Battalion  then  con¬ 
ducted  search  and  destroy  operations  to  the  north  'cst.  At  1220  hours,  CfL,‘~oy d  In¬ 
fantry  received  5  rounds  of  e/a  fire  from  an  unknown  number  of  hostile*  at  XT  187- 
688.  fire  was  returned  with  1  VC  KIA  (pees)  and  one  US  VIA  by  friendly  air.  There 
was  no  Onrther  contact  on  this  day  reported  by  the  l/503d. 

The  2/503d  Infantry  n erred  by  helicopter  to  the  Fire  Support  Base  at 
Cbjective  PAHRT  at  ‘X»  hours.  The  2/Hth  ACR  with  B/l/503d  Infantry  OPCOK  assis¬ 
ted  in  the  defense  <-f  the  FSB,  and  conducted  local  oatrolling  in  and  around  the  area. 
At  1730  hours,  elements  of  3/2/l21h  ACR  contacted  an  estimated  15  VC  moving  east  at 
XT  17076I.  Artillery  support  was  immediately  called  in  on  the  enemy.  The  contact 
resulted  in  2  VC  KIA  (BC)  end  negative  US  casualties. 

At  1300  hours,  a  fire  broke  cut  at  Position  PARE?  which  was  caused  by 
the  waste  from  the  muzzle  of  a  hnritzer  igniting  a  char  re  of  an  adjacent  artillery 
piece.  The  fire  was  brought  under  control  two  hours  later.  Results  of  the  accident 
were:  fim  the  2/llth  ACR  (-)  8  KIA  (one  officer  snd  seven  enlisted  sen),  1  B-577, 
one  (1)  S,  P.  155am  Howitzer  and  ac  unknown  amount  of  ammo  destroyed,  tkm  B-10C 
105ms  Bowitrer  from  C/3 /319th  Artillery  received  minor  d*age  and  2  men  from  C/2/5p3d 
Infantry  were  wounded  by  flying  shrapnel, 

E/L?th  Cavalry  and  D/lfith  Amor  continued  to  secure  the  Brigade  CP 
at  Fire  Support  Baas  IKLTA  (vie  1GKH  THAJE  Jkibber  Plantation)  and  conducted  local 
patrolling  in  sene.  K/17th  Cavalry  (-)  conducted  petrols  north  and  northwest  of  the 
CP  with  one  contact.  At  1035  hours,  elements  of  tim  Csvalry  Troop  made  contact  with 
2  VC  at  IT  625712.  They  pursued  the  fOtmj,  however,  the  results  were  unknown.  UA6th 
Armor  and  elements  of  B./l7th  Cavalry  conducted  local  patrolling  to  the  south '  and 
southeast  without  contact.  Both  milts  eloesd  into  the  CP  area  by  1615  hours, 

s.  D  •»  1  (21  lUrch  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Perce  Organisation:  Some 

Operational  Sowmarr:  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  cant  lowed 
participation  in  Operation  JUBCTIOH  CITY  II  wndar  the  operational  control  of  the 
1st  Infantry  Division.  Bach  Infantry  Battalion  of  the  503d  Infantry  conducted  air¬ 
mobile  assault*  into  assigned  AO's.  The  1/5 03d  Infantry  conducted  search  and  de¬ 
stroy  operations  to  the  northwest  into  Objective  BIX.  At  0930  hours,  A/l/503d  Infan¬ 
try  located  and  destroyed  a  squad  site  base  camp  at  XT  187692.  Che  hour  later,  C/l/ 
503d  Infantry  located  a  battalion  size  base  area  at  XT  195688  which  was  also  destroyed 
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after  exploitation.  At  1340  hours,  Charlie  Company  fired  on  1  VC  who  fled  to  the 
north.  At  1405  hours,  C/l/5Q3d  Infantry  received  an  incoming  claymore  blast  but 
suffered  no  casualties.  Five  minutes  later,  the  infantrymen  located  a  bamboo  fence 
at  XT  490696  and  shortly  thereafter  received  two  additional  incoming  claymores  resul¬ 
ting  in  1  friendly  casualty  who  did  not  require  evacuation.  Air  strikes  were  called 
in,  however,  C/l/503d  Infantry  was  not  able  to  exploit  the  damage  since  their  mission 
required  that  they  return  to 'the  Battalion  perimeter,  The  perimeter  was  established 
at  XT  482701,  At  1800  hours,  a  supply  helicopter  sighted  3  VC' at  XT  480702  and  A/i/ 
503d  Infantry  was  dispatched  to  the  area  with  negative  results,  A  listening  post 
from  B/l/503d  Infantry  received  one  incoming  grenade  at  2016  hours  with  negative 
casualties  reported.  There  were  no  further  incidents  during  the  night. 

The  2/503d  Infantry  conducted  an  airmobile  assault  in  Objective  B-.RCH 
beginning  at  1150  hours  and  completed  at  1400  hours.  The  battalion  then  conducted 
S  &  D  operations  in  ths  area  with  negative  contact. 

The  4/503d  Infantry  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  in  the 
vicinity  of  Objective  OAK  wish  negative  contact  throughout  the  day. 

The  2/llth  ACR  (-)  0PC0N  to  the  Brigade,  eontirmed  their  security 
mission  of  Objective  PARHT  and  conducted  local  patrolling  in  and  around  the  FSB, 
meeting  with  several  enemy  contacts.  At  0820  hours,  an  APC  of  the  2/llth  ACR  (-) 

Hit  a  mine  at  XT  504761  resulting  in  1  US  WlA.  At  1Q30  hours,-  a  tame  ietriover  hit 
another  mine  at  XT  538842  resulting  in  light  damage  to  the  vehicle  and  negative 
friendly  casualties.  At  1100  hours,  a  vehicle  of  2/llth  ACR  hit  an  AT  mine  at 
XT  503707  resulting  in  light  damage  to  the  vehicle.  Thirty  minutes  later,  the  armo¬ 
red  unit  made  contact  with  8  VC  at  XT  527741,  The  VC  were  taken  under  fir*'  resul¬ 
ting  in  3  VC  KIA  (Poss)  and  the  location  of  a  base  camp  in  the  area.  At  1400 
hours,  elements  of  ths  2/llth  ACR  received  2  recoilless  rifle  rounds  and  semi¬ 
automatic  fire  on  the  southwest  comer  of  ths  FSB.  A  light  fire  team  was  dispat¬ 
ched  to  check  out  the  area  meeting  with  negative  results.  Anothsr  tank  detona¬ 
ted  an  AT  mins  at  1530  hours  with  no  US  casualties.  The  perimeter  of  Objective 
Pi  RHY  received  sane  sniper  fire  at  1510  hours  with  no  casualties  reported. 

D/l6th  Armor  and  E/l?th  Cavalry  continued  their  security  missions  at 
MINH  THANH  and  conducted  local  patrolling  in  the  CP  area. 

f.  D  +  5  (25  March  1967) 

1 

Changes  in  Tas1:  ‘Irganlzation:  None 

Operational  Summary:  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  continued  partici¬ 
pation  in  Operation  JUNCTION  CrT?  II  with  heavy  contact  on  this  day.  The  l/503d 
Infantry  continued  search  and  destroy  operations  in  A0  1  (vie  Objeetiva  BIN)  un¬ 
covering  several  VC  base  camps  of  varying  size.  At  1335  hours,  C/L/503d  Infantry 
located  a  boobytrajp  ana  punji  stakes  at  XT  493694*  Shortly  thereafter,  a  small 
base  camo  was  located  nearby  containing  four  straw  and  wood  buildings  which  were 
destroyed.  One  US  casualty  was  sustained  from  a  boobytrapped  VC  grenade,  however, 
the  casualty  did  not  require  evacuation. 

Fran  0247  hours  to  0320  hours,  Company  B/2/503d  Infantry  and  C/2/5Q3d 
Infantry  received  40  rounds  of  82mm  and  81ma  mortar  fire  at  XT  445673  end  received 
snail  arms  fire  from  an  estimated  platoon  size  hostile  force,  C ounte r-aort ar  fire 
was  pl.sed  on  suspected  firing  positions  and  small  arms  fire  was  returned  on  the 
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the  VC  platoon,  Ifcsmke  of  tf*  action  were  6  US  KIA,  3  US  WIA  and  U  VC  KIA  (BC) , 
two  (2,  AK-47  riflen,  and  a  Chic cm  KG  barrel  captured.  At  0900  hours,  B/2/?03d 
Infantry  found'  3  bodies  in  graves  at  XT  448674.  The  Recon  Platoon  of  the  2d  Batta¬ 
lion  located  1  VC  KBA  in  a  B-52  crater  at  XT  441688.  At  1105  hours,  the  Reeeo 
Platoon,  while  conducting  a  search  and  dastroy  operation,  made  contact  with  6  well 
armed  VC  entrenched  in  bunkers  at  XT  441688,  B/2/5Q3d  Infantry  sent  two  platoon# 

to  reinforce  the  unit,  in  addition  to  airstrikes  and  artillery  support.  An  aerial 
observer  spotted  the  enemy  mortar  positions  and  called  in  artillery.  The  contact 
resulted  in  1  US  KIA,  3  US  WIA  and  4  VC  KIA  (BC). 

The  4/5Q3d  Infantry  continued  search  and  destroy  operations  within  AO 
4  moving  north  toward  Objective  OAK,  At  1115  hour*,  A/4/503d  Infantry  made  contact 
with  eight  VC  at  XT  468694  resulting  in  four  VC  KIA  (BC)  and  negative  friendly  casual¬ 
ties,  Air  strikes  and  artillery  assisted  in  the  action,  A  eoaroany  size  base  camp 
was  located  at  XT  477693  with  negative  findings.  The  camp  was  marked  for  later  do¬ 
st  '■met,  ion,.  From  1150  hours  to  1330  hours,  Company  D/4/5Q3d  Infantry  made  contact 
with  an  estimated  VC  souad  armed  with  at  least  one  light  machinegun.  Air  and  artil¬ 
lery  were  called  in  but  were  ineffective.  The  contact  resulted  in  one  VC  KIA  (BC) 
and  two  US  WIA  with  one  H-16  rifle  lost,  Dustoff  was  not  available  when  initially 
called.  After  1  hour  and  15  minutes,  the  ship  arrived,  however,  then  the  shin's 
hoist  broke  and  casualties  had  to  be  evacuated  to  an  LZ  which  took  another  4l>  minutes. 
All  elements  closed  into  ths  harboring  area  at  XT  465700  at  1600  hours.  There  was 
no  further  contact  on  this  day. 

The  2/llth  ACR  (-)  continued  security  missions  in  the  vicinity  of 
Position.  PARHT,  At  0244  hours,  the  Cavalry  unit  received  semi-automatic  fire  and 
one  recoilless  rifle  round  at  XT  496756.  Fire  was  returned  with  the  enemy.  The 
results  of  the  skirmish  were  2  US  WIA  and  one  APC  destroyed  with  10  VC  KIA  (poss) 
and  the  capturing  of  numerous  semi-autcaatie  rounds  in  the  area.  At  1240  hours, 
an  APC  from  E/2/llth  ACR  detonated  a  pressure  type  mine  at  XT  492755  resulting  in 
1  US  WIA  and  light  damage  to  tha  APC,  At  2030  hours,  E/2/llth  ACR  observed  3-4 
VC  at  XT  409754  and  engaged  them  with  claymores  and  automatic  weapons  fire.  The 
action  resulted  in  1  VC  KIA  (BC)  and  2  VC  KIA  (poss)  with  1  US  WIA.  B/l7th  Cavalry 
with  D/l6th  Armor  conducted  eecurity  missions  at  MINH  THANH  in  AO  3. 

At  I745  hours,  C TBpany  DA6th  Armor  (-)  departed  base  camp  on  a  mission 
to  transport  an  LRRP  team  southwest  0/  MINH  THANH  at  XT  547625.  At  1835  hours,  the 
laad  3d  Platoon  had  turned  onto  RCCTE  14  and  headed  south.  At  this  time,  the  3d 
Platoon  took  an  estimated  10  to  12  enemy  soldiers  under  fire.  The  enemy  soldiers 
were  dressed  in  green  uniforms  with  steel  helmets  and  IBB,  The  were  believed  to 
be  VC  Main  Force  or  NVA,  however,  due  to  the  intense  volume  of  MG  fire  released  by 
D/l6th,  the  enemy  contacted  fled  to  the  east  and  west.  In  the  meantime,  the  2d 
Platoon  was  sent  back  to  seei’*-#  the  road  junction.  While  the  enemy  retreated, 
one  body  was  sighted  lying  1st  the  road,  but  before  elements  could  reach  him;  he 
was  dragged  off  by  his  cocvfcdes.  Tus  CO  reauested  an  airstrike  on  the  area.  The 
s  Armor  Company  began  to  witK*  <vi  Cue  no  the  fact  that  darkness  was  setting  in  and 
this  limits  ths  track’s  mobility.  As  D  '16th  Armor  approached  the  road  junction, 
the  3d  Platoon  was  again  fired  on  by  an  estimated  10  to  15  enemy  soldiers.  Again  the 
platoon  let  loose  with  a  heavy  volume  of  fire,  however,  the  VC  again  broke  contact 
leaving  7  dead  behind.  The  ccmoany  then  regrouoed  and  nroceaded  to  base  camp. 

Final  ve suits  were  8  VC  KIA  (BC)  with  negative  US  losses. 
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SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  -  Operation  JUNCTION  CITT  I  &  II 


g,  D -4- 6  (26  March  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organisation:  TF  SPEARHEAD 

E/17th  Cav  (-} 

D/16th  Armor 
2  Pits  CIDG 

1  Section/4.2«  Ktra/l/5Q3d  Inf 

Operational  Summary;  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  continued 
participation  in  Operation  JUNCTION  CITT  II  conducting  search  and  destroy  opera¬ 
tions  with  three  infantry  battalions.  At  0322  hours,  three  105m  mortar  rounds  of 
unknown  origin  landed  ?3  meters  in  front  of  the  l/503d  Infantry's  perimeter.  The 
rounds  had  negative  effect.  On  this  date,  the  1st  Battalion  began  movement  towards 
Position  PAPHT  traveling  northwest  with  two  eolums  abreast.  There  was  negative  con¬ 
tact  during  +,ie  day  and  the  battalion  established  a  perimeter  for  the  night  at  XT 
492726.  At  ~0?9  noura.  a  lietening  post  of  D/l/S03d  Infantry  spotted  1  VC  and  acti¬ 
vated  3  clay wore  mi.i-  a  with  unknown  results. 

The  2/503d  Infantry  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  in  Objec¬ 
tive  BIRCH  vftiiout  contact.  They  located  a  few  base  camps  and  numerous  supplies 
were  found  and  evacuated  or  destroyed  in  place.  Company  "C"  and  the  Rscon  Platoon 
provided  security  for  the  Battalion  CP, 

The  4/503d  Infantry  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  in  the 
southeast  portion  of  Objective  OAK,  Company  B  provided  security  for  the  Battalion 
CP,  At  1315  hours.  A/4/5Q3d  Infantry  fired  on  one  VC  wearing  khaki  shorts  and  a 
black  pajama  top  at  XT  468695.  The  VC  fled  southeast  and  the  area  was  thoroughly 
searched  with  negative  results,  Ac  1430  hours.  Alpha  Company  received  a  command 
detonated  claymore  mine  at  XT  968694.  The  blast  resulted  in  3  US  KIA  and  2  US  VIA. 

No  further  contact  was  made  during  the  day  and  all  units  harbored  at  XT  465700. 

The  2/llth  ACR  (-)  Troops  E  and  G  conducted  search  search  and  destroy 
operations  south  of  Position  PARRT.  nF"  Trooo  conducted  dismounted  sweeps  300  - 
400  rasters  from  the  fire  support  base  and  around  the  perimeter.  At  1110  hours, 
G/2/llth  ACR  fired  on  an  unknown  nanber  of  VC  at  XT  508732.  The  VC  fired  RPG,  2 
rounds  with  negative  results. 

Company  D/l6th  Armor  moved  out  of  the  base  cams  area  to  pick  up  ele¬ 
ments  of  E/I7th  Cavalry,  CIDG  Strike  Force,  and  the  Mortar  Platoon  of  l/503d  Infan¬ 
try  (TF  SPEARHEAD)  and  then  moved  along  ROUTE  13  and  conducted  S  &  D  operations 
north  and  south  of  the  road,  southwest  of  FSB  "D",  At  1005  hours,  the  TF  intercepted 
an  enemy  supply  convoy.  The  material  confiscated  was  9  bicycles,  100  pounds  of 
poncho  material,  100  pair  of  black  trousers,  100  pounds  of  polished  rice,  assorted 
packages  of  bread  and  tobacco  and  50  pounds  of  suspension  tools.  The  3/319th  Artil¬ 
lery  continued  to  support  the  Brigade  Ops rations  from  Position  PARRT. 

h,  D  +  7  (27  March  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Organisations  2/llth  ACR  OPCON  to  l/503d  Inf 

Operational  Summanrs  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  continued 
participation  in  Operation  (JUNCTION  CITT  II  under  the  OPCON  of  the  1st  Infantry 
Division.  The  l/5Q3d  Infantry  continued  movement  north  toward  Position  PARRT  clo¬ 
sing  at  that  location  at  1510  hours.  Upon  arrival,  the  Battalion  deployed  to  provide 
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perimeter  security  for  the  3 /319th  Artillery,  At  1630  hours,  the  2/llth  ACR  came 
under  the  OPCON  of  the  1st  Battalion,  At  2349  hours,  1  VC  was  sighted  and  engaged 
with  small  arms  fire  and  a  claymore  mine  by  A/l/503d  Infantry, 

The  2/503d  Infantry  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  in  and 
around  Objective  BIRCH  in  AO  2,  At  1250  hours,  A/2/503d  Infantry  made  cent act  with 
an  enemy  element  when  a  scout  dog  spotted  1  VC,  The  enemy  soldier  fled  into  a  bun¬ 
ker,  Fire  was  exchanged  and  grenades  were  threvn  by  elements  of  AlphaCeumany.  The 
action  resulted  in  1  US  VIA  and  2  VC  KIA  (BC). 

The  4/5Q3d  Infantry  continued  S  &  D  operations  within  AO  4' in  the 
vicinity  of  Objective  OAK,  Having  departed  the  base  camp  at  0920  hours,  B/4/503d 
Infantry  located  an  old  platoon  to  coot  any  size  base  camp  at  XT  464704,  75^  of  which 
nad  been  destroyed  by  B*52  etrikes.  At  170$  houre,  D/4/503d  Infantry  soot ted  2  VC 
at  XT  470692,  The  two  VC  were  engaged  with  semi-automatic  fire  resulting  in  the 
death  (BC)  of  one  of  the  enemy,  'omoany  C5s  VI  security  seruad  detonated  one  AT 
mine  at  XT  468702  resulting  in  one  US  KIA  and  one  US  WlA,  No  further  contact  was  made 
on  thia  day, 

D/l6th  Armor  and  E/17th  Cavalry  continued  to  provide  security  of  the 
Brigade  CP  at  Fire  Support  Base  "D"  (XT  460675), 

i.  D  +  3  (2e  March  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Organization?  2/llth  ACR  released  OPCCM  l/5Q3d  Inf 

Operational  Summary;  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  continued  participation 
in  Operation  JUNCT IdN  C ITT ,  OPCON  to  the  1st  Infantry  Division,  At  00Q3  hours. 
Position  PARHT  sustained  a  mortar  attack  of  10  minute  duration,  receiving  an  esti¬ 
mated  100  rounds  of  82mn  mortar  fire.  Friendly  casualties  wero  16  WlA,  Counter¬ 
mortar  fire  was  initiated  by  the  3/319th  Artillery,  2/llth  ACR  and  organic  mortars 
of  the  l/503d  Infantry  at  0018  hours,  Du3toff  ships  were  summoned  to  the  scene  and 
the  evacuation  of  wounded  personnel  (6  required  evacuation)  was  completed  at  0120  *gjg- 
houre.  The  l/5P3d  Infantry  continued  to  secure  Position  PARR!  for  the  3/319th 
Artillery,  At  0600  hours,  the  2/llth  ACR  was  released  OITON  of  the  l/5Q3d  Infantry 
and  departed  the  area.  At  this  time,  the  1st  Battalion  began  to  consolodate  its 
perimeter  and  conducted  local  perimeter  patrolling.  At  1340  hours,  C/l/5Q5d  Infan¬ 
try  sighted  and  fired  on  2  VC  at  XT  488754,  The  er  ny  fled  west.  At  1440  hours,  a 
FAC  Kfcjhted  a  suspected  VC  base  camp  at  XT  537730,  The  Battalion  planned  H  *  I 
fires  for  the  area.  At  1820  hours,  the  l/5Q3d  Infantry  withdrew  its  security  ele~ 
merits  from  ths  eastern  LZ  and  closed  the  perimeter  for  the  night. 

The  2/5Q3d  Infantry  jonducted  search  and  destroy  operations  in  Objec¬ 
tive  BIRCH  in  AO  2,  B/2/5Q3d  Infantry  operated  in  the  southern  Portion  of  the  ob¬ 
jective  while  Charlie  Company  operated  in  the  west.  There  was  no  significant  con¬ 
tact  on  this  day. 

The  4/503d  Infantry  continued  search  and  destroy  operations  within  AO 
4,  vicinity  of  Objective  OAK,  Throughout  the  day,  the  4th  Battalion  made  numerous 
discoveries  of  rice,  weapons,  bicycles  and  parts,  and  assorted  tools.  All  of  the 
equipment  located  appeared  to  be  brand  new  and  many  items  were  still  crated.  At 
1505  hours,  C/4/5Q3d  Infantry  made  contact  with  a  VC  force  of  unknown  size  at  XT 
447703.  Charlie  Company  took  one  casualty  as  a  result  of  the  contact  (WIA)  with 
eneay  losses  unknown.  Fifteen  minutes  later,  C/4/503d  Infantry  again  made  contact 
with  a  VC  force  (estimated  30  -  40  enemy).  Artillery,  air  strikes  and 'a  light  fire 
team  were  called  in  on  tXe  enemy  with  unknown  results.  At  1700  hours,  D/4/5C3d 
Infantry  found  a  base  camp  at  XT  464692  consisting  of  several  nuts,  in  which  were 
found  several  claymore  mines,  grenades,  miscellaneous  documents  and  assorted  s/a 
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rounds,  At  1640  hours,  B/4/503d  Infantry  initiated  wiovement  to  secure  the  cache. 

At  1300  hours,  Bravo  Company  recoircd  automatic  firo  iron  their  right  flank.  The 
contact  lasted  until  1920  hours  and  the  cosipany  tock  4  VIA  with  eneny  losses  unknown. 
Dustoff  was  not  required  at  that  tine  since  the  casualties  were  not  of  evacuation 
status. 


D/16th  Amor  conducted  a  recon  mission  to  the  south  of  MTNH  THANK, 

The  Amor  Como  any  closed  into  FSB  "D"  at  1215  hoars  with  negative  contact  repor¬ 
ted.  E/17th  Cavalry  continued  its  security  mission  of  the  Brigade  CP  at  Fire 
Supocrt  Base  "D"  (vie  MI NR  THANH  Rubber  Plantation), 

J.  D  +  9  (29  March  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Orgml ration;  None 

Operational  Sumary;  Th*  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate),  under  the 
OPCON  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division,  continued  oarticioation  in  Operation  JUNCTION 
CITI  II.  The  l/5Q3d  Infantry  continued  their  security  mission  in  the  vicinity  of 
Fire  Support  Base  PARHT,  conducting  small  unit  patrolling  around  the  FSB  pvrlmeter. 
The  sole  contact  of  the  day  occurred  at  2200  hours  when  Company  A  received  one  in¬ 
coming  a emi- automatic  round.  Fire  was  returned  with  unknown  reeulte. 

The  2/5 03d  Infantry  also  met  with  no  significant  enemy  contact  as  they 
conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  in  the  vicinity  of  Objective  BIRCH.  All 
coapaniee  closed  into  the  Battalion  CP  (XT  449677)  for  the  e veiling. 

The  4/5Q3d  Infantry  continued  search  and  destroy  operations  within  AO 
4,  vicinity  of  Objective  OAK  with  concentration  on  an  area  where  a  possible  VC 
warehouse  was  located.  At  0415  hours.  Company  D/4/503d  Infantry  reported  three  US 
WIA  due  to  8 In*  mortar  fire  which  was  supporting  friendly  forces  who  had  reported 
suspected  movement,  in  the  vicinity.  At  1335  hours,  C/4/5Q3d  Infantry  made  contact 
with  an  unknown  number  tf  VC  fightirg  from  bunkers  at  XT  445702,  The  VC  were  engaged 
with  artilleiy  and  air  resulting  in  one  (1)  VC  KIA  (BC)  and  1  US  WIA  (who  died  later 
of  wounds).  C/4^5Q3d  Infantry  sent  a  patrol  back  into  the  area  of  contact  but  the 
element  was  unable  to  check  it  out  due  to  the  time  factsr.  As  they  returned,  they 
hit  a  boobytrap,  resulting  in  one  WIA  (XT  446703).  At  2120  hours,  Bra-v-  Company, 

4th  Battalion  reported  that  ono  of  its  LP's  had  spotted  .-.wo  VC  moving  acroes  their 
flanks,  15  -  20  meters  out.  The  VC  were  engaged  with  results  unknown.  At  2230  hours 
B/4/5Q3d  Infantry  fired  one  claymore  after  an  LP  detected  movement.  The  results  of 
the  claymore  were  unknown  and  the  Battalion  had  no  further  contact  on  this  day, 

D/16th  Armor  and  E/17th  Cavalry  continued  to  secure  the  Brigade  CP  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  MINH  THANH  Rubber  Plantation, 

k.  D  +  10  (30  March  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organisation:  None 

Operational  Samiary:  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  continued 
participation  in  Operation  JUNCTION  CITT  II,  The  1/5 P3d  Infantry  continued  to  im¬ 
prove  defensive  poeitlona  and  to  conduct  local  patrolling  in  assigned  A0.  All  units 
of  the  l/5Q3d  Infantry  established  daylight  ambushes  in  the  vicinity  of  the  LZ  with 
-negative  contact.  At  2055  ncura  at  XT  49375C,  A/l/5Q3d  Infantry's  night  ambush 
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received  2  incasing  mortar  rounds  from  the  southeast.  At  2335  hours,  the  element 
reported  another  round  of  small  caliber  mortar  fire.  There  were  no  friendly  casual¬ 
ties  and  A/l/503d  Infantry  returned  the  fire  with  81nai  mortars. 

Companies  A  and  B  of  the  2/503d  Infantry  patrolled  from  the  Battalion 
Base  Area  (XT  447676)  into  the  northwest  portion  of  ft 'active  BIRCH  meeting  with 
negative  enemy  contact  during  the  day. 

The  4/5Q3d  Infantry  continued  search  and  destroy  o Derations  within  AO 
4,  Companies  A  and  D/4/503d  Infantry  closed  out  the  old  CP  area  and  moved  to  the 
Company  B  and  C  location  (vicinity  of  VC  storage  site)  and  established  a  new  CP  in 
that  location,  B/4/503d  Infantry  located  a  bunker  system  at  XT  454701  with  seme 
live  ducks  and  pigs,  C/4/5P3d  Infantry  found  one  M-16  rifle  with  blood  on  the  wea¬ 
pon,  ,000  pounds  of  rice,  salt,  pepper  and  6-8  hand  grenades  at  ST  448702.  All 
Bati  lion  elements  closed  to  the  new  CP  location  by  1530  hours. 

The  1st  Platoon  of  D/16th  Armor  had  the  mission  of  picking  up  an  LRRP 
team  north  of  MINH  THANH  at  vie  XT  613724,  This  mission  had  to  be  abandoned  however, 
since  an  impaseible  stream  located  at  XT  622714  lay  in  the  path  of  the  armored  tracks. 
The  stream  was  reconned  to  the  north  and  south,  however,  no  suitable  point  of  passage 
could  be  located.  The  1st  Platoon  returned  tc  the  vicinity  of  the  Brigade  CP  at 
1023  hours.  The  2d  and  3d  Platoons  of  3/ 16th  Armor  conducted  a  thorough  screening 
maneuver  throughout  the  MINH  THANH  Rubber  Plantation  meeting  with  negative  results. 
E/I7th  Cavalry  maintained  security  in  the  Brigade  CP  area  throughout  the  day. 

1,  D  +  11  (31  March  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organisation;  None 

Or-crational  Summary:  The  l73d  Airborne  Brigade  (Senarate)  continued 
participation  in  Operation  JUNCTION  CITT  II.  An  ambush  patrol  of  A/l/503d  Infantry 
received  one  incoming  rifle  grenade  at  0013  hours.  There  were  no  friendly  casualties 
and  firo  was  returned  with  81mm  mortars  with  unknown  result?.  The  1st  Battalion 
continued  to  secure  Position  PARK!  in  support  of  3/319th  Artilltry.  Line  companies 
patrolled  the  oerimeter  with  Platoon  and  larger  sized  elements  with  negative  contact. 
At  1425  hours,  the  Battalion  was  placed  on  a  one  hour  alert  for  possible  movement 
to  XT  430855  to  support  elements  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division  (l/26th  Infantry).  All 
units  were  instructed  to  call  in  their  Patrols  to  prepare  for  the  move  on  order. 

The  i/5Q3d  Infantry  remained  on  alert  for  the  remainder  of  the  Jay. 

At  0715  hours.  Companies  B  and  C/2/5Q3d  Infantry  commenced  movement,  to 
LZ  1  (XT  433695),  conducting  search  and  destroy  operations  enroute.  Upon  ai-rival, 
they  secured  the  LZ  and  the  4,2"  Xortar  Platoon  was  moved  >7  helicopter  to  the  Lan¬ 
ding  Zone.  Company  A  departed  LZ  CHARLIE  and  closed  at  LZ  1  at  1555  hours  without 
incident. 

The  4/503d  Infantry  continued  operations  in  the  vicinity  of  Objective 
OAK.  At  0950  hours,  B/4/5Q3d  Infantry  located  two  boobytrape  and  fresh  punji  pits 
at  XT  4477®.  All  were  destroyed  in  place.  Company  C/4/503d  Infantry  disarmed 
and  destroyed  ono  boobytrap  at  XT  446702,  Two  hours  later,  Bravo  Company  received 
one  long  artillery  round  at  XT  455698  which  resulted  in  3  US  VIA,  two  of  which  re¬ 
quired  immediate  penetrator  extraction.  At  1440  hours,  B/4/503d  Infantry  arrived  at 
the  area  of  contact  of  26  March,  They  disarmed  and  destroyed  five  60mm  mortar 
rounds  and  three  Chicom  grenades  rigged  as  boobytrape  in  addition  to  finding  six 
additional  Chiccm  grenades,  two  M-16  rifles,  two  rucksacks,  a  medical  kit  and  an 
"L"-shat>ed  bunker  with  overhead  cover.  All  elements  closed  by  1800  hours  with  no 
farther  contact  reported. 
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D/l6th  Armor  continued  to  conduct  e  roving  patrol  within  the  Rubber 
Plantation,  to  include  security  of  the  Brigade  C'P  and  FSB  with  B/I7tk  Cavalry.  At 
0900  hours,  D/16th  Armor  was  alerted  to  pick  up  an  LRRP  ten  at  vicinity  of  grid 
coordinates  6270.  This  was  undertaken  by  two  elements  of  the  1st  Platoon,  There 
was  negative  enemy  contact  throughout  the  day. 

m.  D  +  12  (1  Aorn  lftj} 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organisation;  None 

Operational  Sumary:  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  continued  participation 
in  Operation  JUNCTION  CHI  II  on  this  date.  The  l/5Q3d  Infantry  continued  to  secure 
Position  PARHT.  At  0720  hours,  the  Battalion  was  again  placed  on  immediate  alert 
to  move  northwest  to  support  elements  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division.  At  1300  hours, 
the  l/5Q3d  Infantry  was  relieved  of  the  Immediate  alert  status  and  again  was  placed 
on  a  cne  hour  alert  which  continued  for  the  rest  of  this  date.  At  2210  hours,  an  LP 
of  a/]/5'o‘  Infantry  suffered  one  VIA  from  friendly  mortar  fire.  The  man  did  not 
recuire  evacuation. 

The  2/5Q3d  Infantry  conducted  platoon  sice  patrolling  from  the  Batta¬ 
lion  base  area  at  XT  434695  north  of  Objective  BIRCH.  At  1152  hours,  C/2/5Q3d  made 
contact  with  an  estimated  VC  squad  while  conducting  search  and  destroy  operations 
in  the  vicinity  of  XT  426701.  Air  strikes  and  artillery  supported  the  contact  which 
broke  at  1730  houra.  There  were  2  US  VIA  and  1  VC  KIA  (BC)  as  a  result  of  the  action. 

The  4/503d  Infantry  moved  from  Objective  OAK  to  a  position  in  the  vici¬ 
nity  of  XT  4617U  conducting  search  and  destroy  operations  enroute.  The  battalion 
waa  proceeding  to  Objective  FIR.  At  1300  hours.  Company  A/4/503d  Infantry  hit  a 
boebytrap  at  XT  457711,  wounding  three  (3)  individuals,  two  of  which  had  to  bo  evacu¬ 
ated,  All  elements  closed  st  a  harbor  site  by  1530  hours  and  ambush  patrols  were 
dispatched,  meeting  with  negative  contact. 

D/l£th  Armor  and  E/I7th  Cavalry  continued  to  provide  security  for  the 
Brigade  CP  in  the  vicinity  of  KNH  THANH  Rubber  Plantation. 

n.  D  +  13  (2  April  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organisation:  None 

Operational  Stnatary:  The  173d  Airborne  Brigauw  i Separate )  continued 
operations  in  the  vicinity  of  MINH  THANH,  under  the  OPCON  of  the  1st  Infantry  Divi¬ 
sion.  The  l/503d  Infantry  continued  to  secure  Position  PARHT.  At  0006  hours  and 
at  0409  hours,  the  l/5Q3d  Infantry  received  SLAR  reports  of  movement  at  XT  430745, 

XT  437737,  and  XT  477758,  The  l/5Q3d  Infantry  fired  organic  mortars  and  Artillery 
into  the  suspected  areas  with  unknown  results.  During  the  day.  Company  C  and  the 
Recon  Platoon/l/503d  Infantry  secured  the  fire  support  bass  while  Company  A  patrolled 
southwest  of  Position  PARK!  and  B/l/503d  Infantry  patrolled  south  of  the  FSB  on  the 
western  side  of  ROUTE  244.  There  was  negative  contact  throughout  the  day. 

The  2/5Q3d  Infantry  conducted  S  &  D  operations  from  the  Battalion  base 
located  at  XT  433695  with  Companies  B  and  C/2/5Q3d  Infantry,  Hie  two  Infantry  com¬ 
panies  patrolled  to  the  southern  edge  of  Objective  ASH,  At  1212  hours.  Company  "C" 
sustained  2  VIA  as  a  result  of  an  activated  booby  trap  at  XT  427709.  While  A/2/5Q3d 
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Infantry  was  returning  to  the  FSB,  they  received  autaaatic  weaoons  fire  resulting 
in  1  US  WIA,  A  IXistoff  helicopter  trying  to  evacuate  the  wounded  man  received  7 
hits  and  was  grounded  at  the  Battalion  FSB  with  negative  casualties. 

The  4^5Q3d  Infantry  continued  to  operate  within  AO  4  moving  north  to 
Objective  FIR,  At  0905  hour:*,  C/4/50?d  Infantry  received  one  sniper  round  resul¬ 
ting  in  1  US  WIA  (XT  462713),  Fire  was  and  soon  foil  wed  by  friendly  air  and  artil¬ 
lery  support.  The  action  resulted  in  two  (2)  VC  KIA  (BC),  killed  by  air  as  their 
bodies  were  located  later  that  afternoon  by  Companies  B  and  C,  A/4/503d  Infantry 
detonated  a  boobytrap  at  XT  461700  resulting  in  four  US  WIA,  There  were  no  further 
significant  contacts  on  this  day, 

D/16th  Armor  and  E/17th  Cavalry  continued  to  provide  security  01  the 
Brigade  CP  at  Fire  Support  Base  DELTA. 


ges  in  Task  Force  Organisation; 


Operational  Summary;  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  continued  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  Operation  JUNCTION  CITY II  under  the  OP^ON  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division, 

The  l/503d  Infantry  continued  to  secure  Position  TARRY  and  C/l',503d  Infantry  and  the 
Becon  Platoon  conducted  daylight  patrols  to  the  south-  At  1320  hours,  Recon  Platoon 
found  a  VC  base  camo  at  XT'  513732  consisting  of  seven  bunkers  with  overhead  cover,  ‘ 
Medical  supplies,  tools,  bicycle  parts  and  cooking  utensils  were  found  in  the  area, 
all  of  which  waa  destroyed.  At  .1427  hours.  Recon  Platoon/l/5Q3d  Infantry  made  con¬ 
tact  with  an  estimated  enemy  sauad  at  XT  574733  who  were  employing  automatic  weapons 
froa  dug-in  positions.  The  Platoon  inmediately  called  in  air  strikes  which  com* need 
at  1512  hours  and  lasted  for  over  a  half  hour.  After  the  Recon  Platoon  had  initiated 
movement  back  to  their  base  area,  they  again  came  under  fire  at  XT  513732  from  an  enemy 
force  of  so(uad  size  in  bunkers.  Two  friendly  WIA  were  suffered.  Artillery  was  called 
in  on  the  enemy  as  the  Platoon  withdrew.  At  1725  hours,  the  casualties  were  evacuated 
by  Dustoff  helicopter  and  the  unit  continued  movement  to  Position  PARRY,  A  platoon 
from  both  Alpha  and  Bravo  Companies  were  disnatched  to  help  secure  the  return  route 
of  Recon  Platoon-  At  1840  hours,  Reeon/l/5Q3d  Infantry  again  was  subjected  to  auto¬ 
matic  weapons  fire  at  XT  513723  from  an  estimated  squad  of  dug-in  VC,  One  WIA  was 
sustained  as  a  result  of  the  contact.  The  Platoon  was  not  able  to  break  contact, 
therefore,  they  established  a  perimeter  for  the  night  at  this  location.  Two  air 
strikes  were  put  into  the  area.  At  1925  hours,  A/l/503d  Infantry  was  ordered  to 
link  up  with  Re  con  Platoon,  The  perimeter  of  Position  PARR!  was  strengthened  by 
50  men  of  3/3!9!h  Artillery,  At  2200  hours »  a  Dustoff  ship  attempting  to  evacuate 
casualties  received' heavy  automatic  weapons  fire  and  made  a  forced  landing  at  Posi¬ 
tion  PARRY,  At  2100  hours,  A/l/503d  Infantry , linked  up  with  the  two  platoons  and  con¬ 
tinued  to  move  to  link  up  with  Rseon  Platoon, 


The  2/5Q3d  Infantry  mured  overland  to  LZ  2  (XT  435722),  Companies  A 
and  B  moved  at  0630  hours  end  secured  the  I-Z  ior  movement  of  the  4.2"  Mortar  Pla¬ 
toon  and  Battalion  HQ  by  air  at  1225  hours,  c/2/5P3d  Infantry  followed  the  Head¬ 
quarters  element  by  ground  movement.  The  2/5Q3d  Infantry  continued  to  conduct  S  & 
D  operations  in  assigned  AO,  At  1010  hours,  C/2/5Q3d  Infantry  received  35  -  40 
rounds  of  semi-automatic  fire,  2  claymores  aid  6  rifle  grenades,  all  with  negative 
results.  At  1425  hours,  Aloha  Company  received  a  comaand  detonated  claymore  resul¬ 
ting  in  two  (2)  US  WIA, 
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The  4/5 03d  In.’antry  continued  operations  in  AO  4  with  all  companies 
deploying  platoon  site  patrols  on  search  and  destroy  missions.  At  1150  hoars,  3/4/ 
503d  Infantry  located  a  200  meter  trench  system  (XT  450726)  with  one  bunker  which  was 
destroyed.  All  elements  closed  into  the  Battalion  perimeter  by  1500  hoars  with  nega¬ 
tive  contact. 


D/l6th  Armor,  OFCCN  to  E/l7th  Cavalry  departed  base  eamp  to  pick  up 
elements  of  E/I7th  Cavalry,  Mortar  Platoon/4/5Q3d  Infantry  and  a  CIDG  Strike  Force 
(composite  forces  -  TF  SPEARHEAD)  to  conduct  a  recon  and  S  4  D  mission  to  the  south¬ 
west  of  MDJH  THANH,  At  (#15  hours,  the  Mortar  Platoon  and  a  10-man  CIDG  party  were 
positioned  at  XT  596655  to  establish  a  FSB,  At  0745  hours,  an  APC  from  the  2d  Pla¬ 
toon  of  D/l6th  Armor  hit  an  anti-tank  mine  at  vie  XT  548646,  E/17th  Cavalry  immedi¬ 
ately  dismounted  to  secure  the  area.  This  XI  mine  resulted  in  3  US  WIA,  one  of  idiom 
required  evacuation.  In  the  meantime,  a  mine  detector  was  brought  forth  to  cle.ir  an 
LZ  so  that  a  Dustoff  could  be  executed.  While  checking  the  area,  an  additional  mine 
was  uncovered  a  opr  coduately  25  meters  in  front  of  the  damaged  vehicle.  As'  the  1st 
Platoon  of  D/16th  Amor  waa  moving  up  to  secure  the  right  side  of  the  road,  one  of 
thsir  t.-aeta  hit  a  mine.  This  resulted  in  one  VIA  which  had  to  be  evacuated  also, 
however,  Dustoff  could  not  be  executed  since  the  LZ  had  still  not  been  cleared, 

E/17th  Cavalry  therefore  sent  out  patrols  to  the  west  and  south  and  CIDG  elements  be¬ 
gan  to  move  north  to  recon.  At  0930  hours,  the  let  Platoon /E/I7th  Cavalry  made  con¬ 
tact  with  an  estimated  3  to  6  VC  at  XT  545627,  Fire  was  exchanged  with  mall  arms, 
mortars  and  air  strikes  resulting  in  1  VC  KIA  (BC),  The  ensmy  broke  contact  and 
fled  to  the  south.  The  Cavalry  Troon  (-)  continued  to  patrol  and  found  a  base  camp 
at  XT  532629  with  35  bunkers.  It  was  estimated  to  be  approximately  six  to  eight 
months  old.  At  the  southern  edge  of  the  esmp,  three  mall  kitchens  were  found.  As 
the  Cavalry  Troop  began  to  withdraw  to  the  81m  mortar  position,  again  contact  with 
the  enemy  was  established  at  XT  546622  with  the  hostile  force  estimated  at  squad 
size.  The  VC  were  believed  to  have  been  equipped  with  two  automatic  weapons.  Again 
fire  was  exchanged  and  reinforcements  were  sent  in  to  aid  the  Troopers,  The  enemy 
finally  broke  contact  and  fled  southeast.  There  were  no  US  casualties  and  VC  loesss' 
were  unknown.  All  elements  closed  at  XT  548646  and  began  to  move  back  to  HDfH  THAKH, 
completing  the  move  without  incident  at  1700  hours. 

P.  D  +  15  (4  April  1967) 


Changes  in  Task  Force 


sanitation: 


Operational  Summary:  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  continued  participa¬ 
tion  in  Operation  JUNCTION  CPTi  II  in  WAR  ZCNB  »C"  under  the  operational  control  of 
the  1st  Infantry  Division.  Company  A/l/503d  Infantry  affected  a  linkup  ulth  Recon 
Platoon/l/503d  Infantry  at  0450  hours.  At  0610  hours,  the  composite  unit  conducted  a 
■sound  off"  which  touched  off  incoming  emi-autamatie  and  automatic  fire  from  the 
north  and  northwest.  At  0630  hours,  the  Battalion  00’s  helicopter  picked  up  the 
Recon  Platoon’s  serious  casualty  and  took  hia  to  Position  PARKf  for  HEDIVAC.  Com¬ 
panies  B  and  C/l/5Q3d  Infantry  continued  to  secure  Position  PAHHT  while  A^l/5Q3d 
Infantry  and  Recce  Platoon  conducted  S  4  D  operations  back  toward  the  Battalion  CP, 

At  0945  hours,  two  air  strikes  were  placed  on  the  sits  of  the  previous  day’s  action. 
Strikes  ware  terminated  at  103 0  hours.  At  13 00  hears,  A/l/5Q3d  Infantry  located  a 
battalion  sise  base  camp  at  XT  515736,  In  the  eamp  were  found  tools  and  medical 
supplies  which  were  evacuated.  At  1409  hours,  Alnha  Conoany  found  three  graves  at 
ST  513734  which  contained  the  bodies  of  VC  who  had  apparently  been  killed  by  air 
strikes  conducted  three  days  prior.  At  XT  505743,  A/l/5Q3d  Infantry  located  a  batta¬ 
lion  site  base  camp  which  had  not  been  used  in  several  months.  The  ctmroosite  Company 
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closed  at  Position  PARHT  at  1645  hours.  At  1912  hours,  the  Fire  Support  Base  csm 
under  mortar  attack  from  the  north-northwest.  The  barage  lasted  20  ai notes,  dnrirg 
which  tine  aoproximately  150  82m*  mortar  rounds  were  reeeiTed.  At  1916  hours,  counter 
mcitar  fire  from  organic  mortars  and  artillery  from  Position  THRUST  began.  The  1/5 03d 
suffered  a  total  of  6  VIA,  to  include  3  slightly  WIA  incurred  by  81m  mortar  round 
charges  igniting  prematurely  in  the  txibe. 

The  2/5Q3d  Infantry  conducted  S  4  D  operations  from  their  Battalion 
base  area  with  platoons  from  Companies  A,  B,  and  Recon  Platoon.  At  0955  hours,  A/2/ 
5C3d  Infantry  received  one  grenade,  25  rounds  of  s/a  fire  and  two  claymore  mines 
from  an  estimated  enemy  squad  at  AT  436720,  Fire  was  returnee  with  artillery,  eir- 
strlkas  and  small  arms  resulting  in  one  VC  1CIA  (BC)  and  2  73  KIA  (poee). 

The  4/5Q3d  Infantry  continued  to  search  the  area  within  AO  4  moving  toward 
Objective  FIR,  All  elements  closed  into  harbor  site  (XT  443754)  by  1430  hours  having 
met  with  negative  contact.  At  1600  hours,  B/4/503d  Infantry  located  a  base  camp  with 
45  bunkers  at  XT  442754°  FTcm  1935  hours  to  1945  hours,  an  ambush  patrol  from  A/4/ 
503d  Infantry  engaged  a  number  of  VC  which  resulted  in  the  confirmed  death  of  one, 
and  one  VC  KIA  (poee).  No  further  contact  was  made  —  **><«  day, 

E/17th  Cavalry  and  D/lfith  Armor  continued  t  j  secure  the  Brigade  CP  in 
the  vicinity  of  MSNH  THANH  without  significant  contact. 

q.  D  +  16  (5  Argil  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organisation:  None 

Operational  Summary:  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  under  the 
OPCON  of  the  1st  Division,  continued  participation  in  Operation  JUNCTION  CUT ’II 
in  WAR  ZCNE  BC*.  The  l/5Q3d  Infantry  continued  to  secure  Position  BUST  in  support 
of  the  3/3l9th  Artillery.  B/l/5Q3d  Infantry  patrolled  to  the  southwest .  At  1320 
hours,  Bravo  Company  located  several  freshly  used  bunkers  with  overhead  cover  at 
IT  488727.  Che  VC  was  spotted  at  this  location,  taken  under  fire  and  killed  (BC). 
Artillery  was  placed  at  XT  490729  and  B/l/5Q3d  Infantry  moved  in  to  check  the  area, 
receiving  semi-automatic  and  automatic  fire.  The  infantry  sustained  one  WIA  and  air 
strikes  were  Called,  Company  B  was  directed  to  return  to  Position  PARHT  and  closed 
at  1753  hours. 

The  2/5Q3d  Infantry  continued  search  and  destroy  operations  in  A0  2 
with  Camnanies  A,  C,  and  Recon  Platoon  patrolling  north,  east- and  south'  of  the 
Battalion  Base  Camp,  They  located  and  destroyed  several  enemy  base  camps,  however, 
significant  enemy  contact  was  not  established. 

The  4/5Q3d  Ihf untry  continued  operations  within  A0  4  in  the  vicinity' 
of  Objective  FIR.  At  1030  hours,  Ccmoany  B  located  an  old  base  cams  at  XT  446756. 
Company  A  clearing  patrol  located  one  dead  VC  and  an  AK-47  rifle  as  a  result  of 
the  mabush  sprang  by  elements  of  Alpha  Company  on  the  previous  night.  An  LZ  clea¬ 
ring  team  from  the  1st  Division  spent  the  day  clearing  the  LZ  in  preparation  for 
extraction  on  8  April.  All  Battalion  elements  were  closed  into  the  base  perimeter 
by  1620  hours.  There  was  no  further  contact. 

At  I64O  hours,  the  CcHand  and  Control  helicopter  of  the  2d  Battalion, 
503d  Infantry  with  the  Battalion  commander  and  S3  aboard  spotted  two  VC  at  XT  452704. 
Jointly,  the  Battalion  CO,  S3  and  door  gunner  opened  fire  resulting  in  2  VC  KIA  (BC). 
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At  1500  hours,  the  Con»ar.-*lng  General  while  flying  over  an  enewy  base  eamn  at  XT 
545696  observed  movement.  Artillery  was  adjusted  and  placed  in  the  area  by  the  CG, 
resulting  in  3  enemy  being  killed  by  aitUlew. 

Batween  2330  hours  to  0015  hours,  the  Brigade  CoMand  Post  at  MKH  THAJW 
received  30  -  40  incoming  rounds  of  82am  mortars.  Counter  mortar  fire  was  placed 
into  suspected  enemy  firing  areas  with  unknown  results.  Boring  the  Incident,  5  tiara- 
troopers  received  trout ds  and  three  were  evacuated  for  further  medical  treatment. 

r.  D  4-  17  (6  April  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organisaticmt  Hone 

Opsr&ticral  Summary;  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  cost  limed  participation 
in  Operation  JUKCTIO*  CITY.  The  1st  Battalion,  503d  Infantry  continued  their 'secu¬ 
rity  mission  of  Position  PARKY  while  Comsenies  A  and  B  patrolled  to  the  south.  At 
1016  hours,  A/l/5P3d  Infantry  directed  planned  air  strikes  on  XT  512722.  The  company 
subsemiently  entered  a  previously  located  base  earns  at  XT  512728  and  found  6  new 
model  bicycles  with  "Hands  Across  the  Sea*  mar  kings  and  one  1.5  K*  generator  of  Ger¬ 
man  manufacture.  All  ecuipment  was  evacuated.  At  1516  hours,  B/l/503d  Infantry  sus¬ 
tained  1  WIA  from  a  VC  boobytraoped  grenade  at  XT  492730.  At  1600  hours,  B/l/503d 
Infantry  reported  entering  s  base  camp  in  the  same  vicinity  and  located  several  blood 
trails.  Artillery  and  air  strikes  were  reported  to  have  been  effective.  At  1725  hears, 
Bravo  Company  had  their  casualty  extracted  by  Dustoff  at  XT  492730.  Alpha  and  Bravo 
Companies  were  closed  at  Position  PARRY  by  1845  hours. 

The  2/5 03d  Infantry  began  displacement  north  of  Cfejectlve  ASH  at  0730 
hours.  Company  C  and  the  Bacon  Platoon  remained  at  the  old  position  and  provided 
security  for  the  4.2"  mortars.  The  mortar  tubes  were  lifted  to  this  location  (LZ  3, 

XT  472745),  however  the  personnel  remained  with  the  Battalion.  Cc-nsny  C  arvd  Heccn 
Platoon  moved  north  and  joined  the  Battalion  (-)  closing  at  1500  hours.  There  was 
negative  contact  throughout  the  day. 

The  4/5Q3d  Infantry  continued  S  4  B  operation:  within  AO  4  in  the  vicinity 
of  Cb jective  FIR.  At  1135  hours,  A/4/5Q3d  Infantry  spotted  seven  VC  and  fired  on  them 
with  negative  results  at  XT  427776.  Charlie  Company  located  four  bunkers  with  over¬ 
head  cover  and  several  unused  trails.  At  2335  hours,  two  mortar  rounds  of  unknown 
origin  landed  500  meters  from  the  Bsttalirn  perimeter.  Bo  further  contact  was  repor¬ 
ted. 

On  6  April  1967,  D/16th  Armor  (-)  with  2  Platoons  of  B^nth  Cavalry 
moved  out  to  recon  southeast  of  HDH  TRAHH.  The  1st  Platoon  of  B/l6th  Armor  wee 
sent  with  one  platoon  of  B/l7th  Cavalry  to  recon  in  the  vicinity  of  XT  058654  .and 
upon  completion  of  the  move,  were  able  to  link  up  with  the  remainder  of  the  Csv/ 

Armor  elements.  This  plan  had  to  be  aborted,  however,  since  CIBG  elements  wars 
working  in  the  area.  At  1100  hours,  B/16th  Armor  plcfctd  up  four  individuals  (IV* 
man  and  3  women)  who  were  coming  from  the  east  on  ROOTS  13.  They  m>re  checked  for 
13  cards  and  searched.  Upon  returning  to  the  Brigade  CP,  the  4  individuals  were 
turned  over  to  the  173d  HP’s  for  future  interrogation. 

•.  B  4-  18  (7  April  1967) 

Changes  in  Teak  Organ! tatiom :  Hose 
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SUBJECT:  Coabat  Operations  After  Action  Report  -  Operation  JU5CTI0H  CITT  I  4  II 


Operational  Smeary :  The  173 <5  Airborne  Brigade  continued  participa¬ 
tion  in  Operation  JUNCTION  CITT  II,  The  l/503d  Infantry  continued  their  security 
■ission  of  Position  PARHT  with  C'l/503d  Infantry  and  P-econ/l/jC^d  Infantry  petrol¬ 
ling  from  the  perimeter.  Throughout  the  day,  the  l/503d  Infantry  sad*  mmeroas 
discoveries  of  enemy  fortified  areas,  consisting  costly  of  bunkers,  many  with  orerw 
head  corer.  At  1107  hours,  C/L/SQJd  Infantry  took  two  VC  under  fire  at  IT  178757. 

The  VC  fled  east. 

The  2/5Q?d  Infantry  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  in  the 
riclnity  of  Cfcjectirs  ASH  with  Company  A  in  the  northwest.  Careary  B  in  the  north¬ 
east  and  Charlie  Cmpany  nroridinK  security  for  the  Battalion  C°.  There  was  neea- 
tire  enemy  contact  throughout  the  day,  and  the  Battalion  harbored  at  IT  122796. 

The  4/5 C3d  Infantry  contiaoed  search  and  destroy  one rations  in  the 
ricinity  of  object  ire  FIR,  Company  B  and  D  initiated  eerreaent  at  0915  hours  and  at 
0935  hours  respectively,  Company  A  and  Company  C/l/'OJd  Infantry  as  sirred  the  secu¬ 
rity  of  the  Battalion  periaetsr.  At  1C30  hours,  Company  B  reported  detonating  one 
boobytrap  at  XT  113766  resulting  in  1  US  XIA  and  7  US  VIA.  Dustoff  was  completed 
at  1223  hours.  Company  D/l'iOJd  Infantry  found  two  bunkers  and  four  CBO*s  at  IT 
151759  and  destroyed  them  in  place.  At  1605  hours,  Braro  Company  sighted  four  VC 
at  IT  113761  and  fired  or  the  enemy  witn  unknown  results.  At  1623  hours,  3/l/5Q3d 
Infantry  reported  receiving  be  ary  semi-automatic  and  automatic  weapons  fire  from 
the  same  ricinity,  resulting  in  one  US  VIA.  Contact  lasted  until  1900  hours.  At  1315 
hours,  C/l/5Q3d  Infantry  received  three  s/a  rounds  into  their  perimeter.  Fifteen 
aimtes  later,  D/l/5Q3d  Infantry  Initiated  movement  frees  the  Battalion  Perimeter  to 
link  up  with  Braro  Ccnroary,  saepleting  the  cere  at  1°00  hours.  At  2130  hours.  A/ 
i/5Q3d  Infantry  reported  cerement  to  the  north,  pulled  IP’s  back  and  fired  claymores 
with  unknown  results.  There  was  no  further  contact  cade  hr  the  1th  Battalion. 

Z/LTth  Cavalry  and  D/l6th  Armor  continued  to  provide  security  far  FSB 
BELT A  and  jatrolled  to  the  north  and  east  without  contact  with  the  enemy. 

t.  3  +  19  (8  April  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organisation:  B/l/503d  Inf  OPCCB  Bde  %) 

ftierational  Stmmary:  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  continued 
participation  in  Ctoeraticn  JUSCTICW  CITT  II  under  the  GPCCS  of  the  1st  Infantry 
Uirisicm.  At  0130  hours,  an  ambush  site  of  ?-eccn/l/503d  Infantry  suffered  one 
friendly  HA.  Coe  patrol  member  got  up  frem  his  position  and  walked  to  another 
position  in  the  area.  He  was  challenged  by  another  patrol  amber  who  received  no 
cuswer.  He  fired  one  round  and  heard  nothing  more.  The  friendly  KIA  was  discovered 
at  the  first  light  of  morning.  The  I/5O3I  Infantry  contiaoed  to  secure  the  FSB  at 
Position  PAHST.  At  1C15  hours,  a  Preplanned  airstrike  was  delivered  at  IT  190728. 
There  were  no  significant  cent  acts  cade  on  this  date. 

The  2/5Q3d  Infantry  continued  to  conduct  S  4  D  operations  in  Objective 
ASH,  Companies  A  and  B  operated  in  the  north  and  Charlie  Company  was  in  the  south 
At  1110  hours,  C/2/5Q3d  Infantry  spotted  2  VC  in  the  vicinity  of  XT  113712.  The 
company  fired  on  the  7C  who  fled.  Artillery  was  called  in  and  the  contact  resulted 
in  two  VC  KIA  (BC).  Contact  was  reestablished  at  1215  hours  with  an  estimated  VC 
squad  in  the  same  vicinity.  A  platoon  was  sent  to  reinforce  the  platoon  in  contact. 
Basults  of  the  second  contact  were  3  US  SlA  and  3  15  VIA.  All  elements  of  the  Batta¬ 
lion  harbored  for  the  night  at  IT  123752. 


26 

CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


AV®-SC  15  Jane  1967 

SUBuoui  :  Coadiav  Operations  After  Action  Report  -  Operation  JUNCTION  CiTT  1  &  II 


The  4/5Q3d  Infantry  continued  operations  in  the  vicinity  of  Objective 
FIE.  B/4/503d  Infantry  moved  by  air  to  FSB  "D*  and  then  moved  by  vehicle  to  FSB 
SOCK  to  secure  one  battery  of  artillery  at  IT  607683.  Upon  arrival  at  FSB  "D*  (KINH 
THANH),  Bravo  Company  ueoasw  OPCOIi  tc  Brigade.  A/i+/593d  Infantry  secured  the  Batta¬ 
lion  perim&ter  while  Charlie  Company  moved  north  on  3  &  D  operations  to  the  area  of 
contact  of  7  April.  At  0?p6  hours,  D/4/5Q3d  Infantiy  initiated  movement ' from  their 
hai-Dor  site  (XT  443761)  cloeing  at  the  Battalion  perimeter  at  0900  hours.  At  0615 
hours,  B/4/5Q3d  Infantry  departed  the  base  area  for  Position  ROCK  (via  FSB  "D"),  At 
09A0  hours,  C/4/5Q3d  Infantry  initiated  movement  north  finding  punji  pita  at  XT  443- 
764,  At  1240  hours,  C/4/503d  Infantry  made  contact  at  XT  444765  with  an  estimated 
TC  squad  resulting  initially  ia  2  US  KIA.  The  enerty  was  equipped  with  4  aut octet ic 
weapons.  Contact  wac  broken  at  1330  houre  with  three  OS  WIA  (total)  and  HA, 

Air  and  artillery  supported  the  contact.  At  1425  hours,  one  WIA  died.  Aftor  subse- 

fuont  atrstrikes  C/4/5Q3d  Infantry  moved  through  the  contact  area  finding  one  VC 
KB  A)  and  one  AR»4?  rifle.  There  were  no  further  contacts  on  this  day, 

E/I7tn  Cavalry  and  D/l6th  Armor  continued  to  provide  security  for  FSB 
DELTA.  The  Cavalry  Troop  cleared  the  road  for  convoys  between  the  Brigade  CF  and 
FSB  ROCK.  A/3 /319th  Artillery  was  helilifted  from  Position  PARHT  to  FSB  "D"  and 
then  moved  to  Position  ROCK  by  road.  The  Battery  was  in  position  by  1540  hours. 

u,  P  ±  20  (9  April  196?) 

Changes  In  Task  Organisation;  Non*; 

Operational  Summary?  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  continued  par¬ 
ticipation  in  Operation  JUNCTION  CUT  II  this  date.  The  1st  Battalion,  503d  Infantry 
displaced  from  Position  PARHT  to  the  southeast  in  two  elements.  At  0810  hours.  Alpha 
Company,  HQ  (-)  and  Rscon  Platoon  departed  FSB  PARET,  At-  1016  hours,  A  Company  ant 
Recon  Platoon  received  an  incoming  carbine  round  at  XT  50974 2,  Artillery  was  called 
in.  At  1215  hours,  the  ssme  element  located  a  base  camp  at  XT  528748  containing  seve¬ 
ral  bunkers,  spider  holes  and  a  hut  with  thatched  roof.  At  1500  hoors,  3/3l9th  Artil¬ 
lery  (-)  completely  cleared  Position  PARET  with  tha  Battalion  CP,  Bravo  and  Charlie 
Companies  of  the  1st  Battalion  and  ccmmenenced  movement  towards  a  position  located  at 
XT  523741,  At  1755  hours,  the  1st  Battalion  consolidated  at  this  position  for  the 
night.  At  1758  hours,  the  l/5Q3d  Infantry  received  approximately  5  incoming  rifle 
grenades.  One  VC  was  observed  east  of  the  perimeter  and  was  taken  under  fire  vitr. 
semi-automatic  and  Jw9  weapons.  The  VC  fled  southeast.  Two  ’.IS  WIA  were  sustained 
as  a  result  of  the  action  and  were  evacuated  on  a  LOC  helicopter. 

The  2/5Q3d  Infantry  commenced  a  heliborne  assault  from  LZ  3  to  LZ  ROBERT 
(XT  512663)  at  1122  hours.  The  LZ  was  prepared  .with  105  and  155mm  artillery  and  TAC 
Air.  At  1143  hours,  tbs  first  lift  with  elements  of  Company  A  landed  on  LZ  ROBERT. 

The  first  lift  was  composed  of  twenty  ships  and  included  tho  Recon  Platoon  and  ele¬ 
ments  of  the  Mcrtar  Platoon.  As  elements  of  A/2/5P3d  Infantry  moved  out ’of  the  peri¬ 
meter  to  the  east,  they  received  fire  from  an  estimated  reinforced  scruad,  Qr.»  mar. 
was  wounded  immediately  and  fell  in  front  of  the  bunkers  from  which  fire  was  issuing. 
Artillery  could  not  be  delivered  on  the  enemy  positio  ns  due  to  the  close  proximity 
of  the  wounded.  The  remainder  of  the  2/5P3d  Infantry  was  diverted  to  MINH  THANH 
since  the  LZ  was  not  considered  secure  for  landing.  At  1525  hours,  they  were  .-gain 
helilifted  to  the  LZ,  Sniper  fire  continued  in  the  vicinity  of  contact  until  1715 
hours,  TAC  Air  was  finally  delivered  and  artillery  support  was  used  throughout  the 
afternoon.  In  addition,  CS  in  powdered  form  was  dispensed  with  a  Mighty  Mite.  Re¬ 
sults  of  the  contact  wi.**e  4  us  KIA,  17  PS  WIA  and  5  VC  KIA  (BC), 


27 

CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


AVBE-SC  15  Jang  1967 

SUBJECT!  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  -  Operations  JUNCTION  CITT  14'  II 


The  V503<1  Infantry  (-)  conducted  an  extraction  from  an  LZ  located  at 
W  443754  (vie  Cbjective  FIR),  to  Fire  Support  Base  DELTA  and  nored  by  road  to  FSB 
ROCK.  Order  of  extraction,  was  HHC,  Ccmpanies  A,  C,  then  D.  At  0822  hours,  C/4/503d 
Infantry  received  one  short  artillery  round  resulting  in  five  US  VIA,  Dhstoff  was 
completed  at  0840  hours.  At  0855  hours,  4/503d  Infantry  (-)  commenced  extraction 
using  four  slicks  per  lift.  During  the  move,  ena*y  activity  was  reported  50Oi Haters 
to  the  south.  The  area  was  su pressed  with  gun  ships  with  unknown  results.  All  ele¬ 
ments  were  closed  at  FSB  ROCK  (IT  607683)  at  1038  hours.  The  companies  then  issued 
platoon  site  clearing  patrols  which  net  with  negative  contact. 

E/I7th  Cavalry  and  D/l6th  Armor  continued  to  provide  security  for  the 
Brigade  Command  Poet  at  FSB  DELTA. 

v.  D  +  21  (10  April  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organisation:  None 

Operational  Summary;  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  continued  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  Operation  JUNCTION  uTTi  II  this  date  under  the  Operational  Control  of  the 
1st  Infantry  Division.  The  l/503d  Infantry  continued  to' search  and  destroy  south 
towards  Objective  SAND.  Company  A  departed  the  Battalion  perimeter  first  and  at  0815 
hours,  they  took  five  VC  under  fird  at  IT  520740.  The  enemy  fled  to  the  vest  and 
artillery  wae  cttlled  into  the  area.  Forty  minutes  later,  a  ecout  of  A/l/503d  In¬ 
fantry  suffered  three  casualtiea  from  enemy  fire  at  the  eame  vicinity.  Contact 
was  made  in  an  old  base  camp  containing  bunkers;  huts  and  trenches.  At  0908  hours, 
contact  was  broken  when  artillery  was  called  in.  Results  of  the  skirmish  were  2  US 
WIA  and  1  VC  KIA  (BC).  Alpha  Company’s  casualties  were  evacuated  by  Duetoff  at' 

0950  hours.  C/l/5Q3d  Infantiy  engaged  4  VC  aimed  with  e/a  weapons  at  IT  525737. 

The  VC  fled  south  with  unknown  results.  At  1035  hours.  Aloha  Company  located  th». 
bodies  cf  2  VC  killed  by  air  at  IT  521733.  Throughout  the  morning,  the  Battalion 
made  contact  several  times  with  small  groups  (1  or  2)  of  VC,  however,  6n  each  occa¬ 
sion,  the  enemy  fled  before  substantial  fire  could  be  placed  upon  them.  At  1605 
hours,  C/l/5Q3d  Infantry  engaged  2  Viet  Cong  on  a  bicycle  and  placed  fire  on  them, 
claiming  1  VC  KIA  (BC )  the  bicycle.  The  action  took  place  at  XT  524720.  The 
1st  Battalion  (.-jnaolidated  for  the  night  at  XT  523709. 

The  2/5Q3d  Infantry  initiated  movement  from  LZ  RCE5HT  (IT  510669)  to¬ 
ward  Objective  DUST.  At  1120  hours,  A/2/503d  Infantiy  located  a  bunker  complex  at 
XT  519671  where  they  received  sniper  fire  frcm  an  unknown  number  of  Viot  Cong.  Con¬ 
tact  was  broken,  however,  with  unknown  results.  At  1140  hours,  Bravo  Company 
received  sniper  fire  from  XT  519676.  Char  He  Company  of  the  2d  Battalion  moved  west 
to  maneuver  the  enemy  left  flank.  At  1215  hours,  Charlie  Company  entered  the  bast, 
camp,  however,  contact  was  not  broken  for  an  hour  and  15  minutes.  There  were  two 
friendly  WIA  as  a  result  of  the  action.  The  battalion  harbored  for  the  night  at, 

XT  520678. 


Ths  4/503d  Infantry  continued  search  and  destroy  operations  in'tho  vici¬ 
nity  of  Position  ROCK  issuing  platoon  size  patrols  of  Companies  A,  B,  and  C;  At  0941 
hours,  Comoany  D  dispatched  a  squad  sis*i  patiol,  lmt  due  to  a  Brigade  alert,  the  pa¬ 
trol  returned  at  1045  hours.  In  view  ox'  lntelHgenoe  indicating  a  VC  attack  on  MINH 
THANH,  Company  D/4/5051  Infantry  with  the  8I1 w  Konar  Platoon  from  Alpha  Company  was 
attached  to  E/I7th  Cavalry,  arriving  at  FSB  HIT.*  at  1240  hours.  'All  units  closed 
the  Battalion  uorimster  by  1600  hours.  No  farther  contact  wr.s  reported. 
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SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  -  Operation  JUNCTION  CITT  I  4  II 


Cta  this  date,  the  3d  Platoon  of  D/l6th  Armor  was  sent  to  clear  the 
road  from  MINH  THANH  to  FSB  ROCK  for  convoys  moving  to  and  from  the  Fire  Support 
Base,  At  1300  hours,  the  3d  Platoon  was  relieved  by  the  Brigade  H^'e,  A  report 
from  S2  was  received  at  this  time  that  the  Viet  Cong  were  planning  an  attack,  there¬ 
for#,  all  elements  of  D/l£th  Armor  returned  to  the  CP  arid  set  up  defenses  at  XT  638- 
670,  E/l7th  Cavalry  remained  at  the  Brigade  CP  in  readiness  for  possible  enemy  offen¬ 
sives, 

w,  D  +  22  (11  April  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organisation:  Rone 

Operational  Summary;  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade,  CfPCON  to  the  1st  Infan¬ 
try  Division,  cortinued  participation  in  Operation  JUNCTION  CITT  II  conducting  S  4  D 
operations  in  Objective  DUST  and  north  of  Objective  SAND,  The  l/5Q3d  Infantry  remained 
at  XT  523709  base  area  this  date  and  conducted  search  and  destroy  and  patrolling  ope¬ 
rations  in  AO  SAND,  At  0917  hours,  a  platoon  of  cA/5Q3d  Infantry  spotted  1  VC  at' 

XT  5257535  The  Viet  Cong  fled  southeast  and  81mm  mortars  were  fired  into  the  area; 
Beginning  at  10ip  hours,  the  first  of  two  preplanned  air  strike 8  were  delivered  at  XT 
5177 16,  At  1P32  hours,  another  VC  was  spotted  by  elements  of' Alpha  Company.  The 
enemy  soldier  fled  west  whan  taken  under  fire.  At  1050  hours,  the  second  planned 
air  strike  was  complex*.:!  and  Alpha  Company  continued  to  move  toward  the  base  camp 
located  on  10  April,  At  1249  hours,  the  first  elements  of  the  2/503d  Infantry  closed 
at  the  l/503d  Infantry's  pe rime to;  preparation  for  air  movement  fra#  that  loca¬ 

tion  on  12  April,  By  1600  hours.  Company  A  entered  the  air  strike  area  finding  a’ 
fresh  grave.  There  was  only  minimal  damage  to  the  bnnkera  in  the  enemy  base  area. 
Twenty  minutes  later,  one  of  A/l/503d  Infantry' s  elements  came  under  fire  from  5  VC 
employing  automatic  and  semi-autrssatie  weapons  from  trees.  Contact  was  not  broken 
for  an  hour  and  twenty-rive  minutes  owing  to  the  enemy  sniping  activity.  There  **¥« 

2  US  KIA,  6  US  VTIA  and  1  VC  KIA  (EC)  as  a  result  of  the  contact,  "A"'  Company  was  ad¬ 
vised  by  a  Command  and  Liaison  ship  to  proceed  to  an  LZ  to  the  east  for  extraction  of 
wounded  personnel,  however,  mechanical  difficulties  vers  experienced  with  the  Dust- 
•ff  aircraft  and  the  extraction  wae  finally  accomplished  by  the  C  and  L  ship,  Artil- 
lery  wae  called  into  the  contact  area  and  illumination  wae  fired  as  a  navigational 
aid  to  the  paratroopers.  The  Company  closed  at  the  Battalion  position  at  2355  hours. 

The  2/5Q3d  Inf  ant  zy  moved  from  their  harbor  position  of  the  previous 
night  to  LZ  WILLIAM,  They  closed  the  LZ  at  1230  hours  without  further  contact.  The 
battalion  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  enroute  and  located  and  destroyed 
several  small  base  camps  and  small  amounts  of  supplies.  At  13 00  hoars,  the  Battalion 
HQ  element  and  A/2/5Q3d  Infantry  located  a  fresh  grave  at  XT  522696  containing  a  dead 
VC.  The  Battalion  harbored  approximately  250  meters  from  the  1st  Battalion, 

The  4/5Q3d  Infantry  (-)  continued  security  of  FSB  ROCK  with  local  patrol¬ 
ling.  All  patrols  had  departed,  the  Battalion  Base  Area  by  1010  hours  and  returned 
by  1600  hours  meeting  with  twg&tive  contact.  At  1621  hours,  C/i/5Q3d  Infantry  re¬ 
ceived  two  iriSTouing  mortar  or  rifle  grenades  landing  50  meters  to  the  front  of  their 
perimeter.  Patrols  were  sent  to  investigate,  however,  they  made  no  contact  with  the 
enesy. 

D/l6th  Armor  and  E/17th  Cavalry  continued  their  security  mission  at 
the  Brigade  CP, 
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SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  -  Operation  JUNCTION  CITY  I  &  II 

x,  D  +  23  (12  April  196? ') 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organization:  Br&  C/1 /503d  Inf  OPCON  E/17th  Cav 

Operational  bauaarys  The  173d  Airborne  P.-igade  continued  Operation 
•JUNCTION  CUT  II  in  WAR'  "WE  C,  OPCON  to  the  1st  Divio  ion.  The  i/503d  Infantry  lif¬ 
ted  behind  the  2/503d  Infantry  from  I Z  WILLIAM  to  vicinity  of  MINH  THANH  with  the 
first  lift  departing  at  1059  hours  ind  the  last  lift  closing  MINH  THANH  at  1616  hours. 
At  1530  hours,  Bravo  and  Charlie  Companies  of  the  1st  Battalion  became  OPCON  to  E/l7th 
Cavalry  and  subsequently  moved  out  to  assist  in  securing  HIGHWAY  245 .  The  Battalion 
CP  was  located  at  XT  663847, 

Cta  this  date,  the  2VJ3d  Infantry  was  extracted  from  L?  WILLIAM  and 
moved  by  helicooter  to  MINH  THANH  where  it  assumed  the  responsibility  of  securing 
the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  Headauartera  and  tha  BSOC, 

The  4/5Q3d  Infantry  continued  security  of  FSB  ROCK  with  local  patrol¬ 
ling,  Companies  A,  B,  and  C/4/5Q3d  Infantry  conducted  platoon-  size  patrols  within 
their  sectors,  with  All  elements  departing  at  1030  hours  and  closed  by  1500  hours. 
They  met  with  negative  contact.  At  2005  hours,  an  ambush  platoon  shotted  movement 
at  XT  594678,  81ma  mortars  were  fired  with  unknown  results.  There  was  no  further 
contact  reported  by  the  4th  Battalion, 

E/l7tn  Cavalry  and  D/l6th  Armor  denarted  MINH  THANH  at  1000  hours  to 
clear  h  iGHWAY  245  to  HIGHWAY  13  and  escorted  a  convoy  frcri  the  1st  Infantry  Divisioa 
to  MINH  THANH,  All  convoys  were  closed  by  193 0  hours,  Tne  3 /117th  Artillery  con¬ 
tinued  to  support  Brigade  Operations  frcn  FSB  ROCK, 

y,  D  ±  24  (13  April  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Organisation ;  173d  Abn  Bde  (Seo)  released  OPCON  of 

1st  Inf  Div 

Operational  Summary:  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  terminated  their 
participation  in  Operation  JUNCTION  CITY  this  date  with  all  units  redeploying  from 
their  respective  areas  to  the  Base  Camp  at  BIEN  HOA,  The  l/503d  Infantry  departed 
from  MINH  THANH  at  0930  hours  by  CH=47  helicopter  to  LAI  KHE,  Upon  arriving  at  LAI 
KHE,  the  1st  Battalion  boarded  trucks  and  returned  to  BIEN  HOA  closing  at  1845  hours. 

The  2/503d  Infantry  was  moved  by  C7-2  aircraft  from  MINH  THANH  to  BIEN 
HOA.  The  Battalion  closed  at  the  Brigade  Base  Camp  at  1210  hours • 

The  4/5Q3d  Infantry  departed  MINH  THANH  by  CH-47  helicooter  at  Q7A5 
hours  enroute  to  LAI  KHE  where  they  also  hoarded  trucks  for  BIEN  HOA  at  1402  hours. 
The  4/5038  Infantry  closed  at  BIEN  HOA  at  1830  hours. 

The  howitzers  of  x.he  3/319th  Artillery  were  transported  from  MINT! 

THANH  to  Base  Camp  by  0-123  aircraft.  The  movement  started  at  0730  hours  and  was 
completed  by  1210  hours.  All  vehicles  of  the  173d  departed  MINH  THANH  in  a  con¬ 
voy  of  three  serials,  with  the  lead  element  leaving  the  area  at  0730  hours  and  the 
rtjr  element  closing  at  BEN  HOA  at  1845  hours.  No  contact  was  reported  during  any 
phase  of  the  movement.  The  Brigade  was  released  from  the  Operational  Control  of  the 
1st  Infantry  Division  at  1850  hours. 
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15.  Revolutionary  Develomest 
a,  Cirlc  Actico  Activities; 

(l)  The  following  distributions  were  made  in  the  AO  of  Operation  JUNC¬ 
TION  cm  II: 


Am so  Baxes,  wood  15,256 


Polished  Rice  ......  .  ....  23  tons 

C-Rstions,  Bax  Misc  ........  150  lbs 


Nails  occoo<jo4ot4o*oo  50  lbs 


ActiYlties : 


(1)  KEDCAP  and  DENTCAPi 


SATE 

LOCATION 

MEDCAP 

DENTCA1 

23  March  1967 

POA  MT/MINH  TH/NH 

97 

0 

27  March  1967 

MINH  HOA/MINH  'llANH 

55 

115 

Trtal 

152 

115 

(2)  Psychological  Operations:  Speaker  and  Leaflet  Missions 


DATE 

THEME 

MISSIun 

TIME/ AM OUST 

22  March  1967 

Chieu  Hoi 

Leaflet 

53iCOO 

Safe  Conduct 

Leaflet 

56,000 

Tape  A-12 

Speaker 

1  hr 

JUSPAO  Newsletter 

Leaflet 

25,600 

24  March  1967 

Safe  Conduct  Paaa/Wpns  Hwd 

Leaflet 

IBliOOO 

Chieu  Hoi 

Leaflet 

100,000 

Powerful  Sky  Soldier 

Leaflei 

1,000 

Rally  Instructions 

Speaker 

1  hr 

25  March  1967 

Safe  Conduct  Pass/Npns  Rwd 

Leaflet 

L81j000 

Chieu  Hoi 

Leaflet 

100,000 

Powerful  Sky  Soldier 

Leaflet 

1,000 

Why  Tou  Should  Rally 

Speaker 

1  hr 

29  March  1967 

Chieu  Hoi 

leaflet 

50>000 

Safe  Conduct  Passes 

Leaflet 

70,000 

(3 )  Solatium: 


(a)  3,000  $VN  -  to  the  aunt  of  a  boy  gored  by  water  buffalo 
which  was  startled  by  gunfire,, 

(b)  1,500  $VN  -  payment  for  repair  of  damage  to  houses  at  the 
end  of  the  air  strip  at  MINH  THANH, 


a.  General:  A  Brigade  Sunport  Operations  Center  (BSOC)  was  established 
at  MINH  THANH  to  provide  direct  logistical  sunport  for  the  Brigade  throughout  Osm-.x- 
tion  JUNCTION  Cm  II.  Resupply  was  accomplished  by  fixed  wing  aircraft  frcm  IJ Tt, 
HOA  to  MINH  THANH  and  by  rotary  wing  from  the  BSOC  location  to  forward  elements 
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b.  Supply  aad  Transportation: 


forward  units: 


(l)  The  following  resupply  sorties  were  flown  from  MOTi  THAKH  to  the 


MIRE  THARH: 


UH-1D . .  1,257 

CH-47 . 296 


(2)  The  following  resupply  sorties  were  flown  between  BUH  HOA  and 


C-123  .  , 
C-130  .' , 


(3)  The  following  mounts  (short  tons)  of  supplies  were  handled: 

Class  I  .  .  .  . . .  .  361.19  ST 

Class  II  .................  71.80  ST 

Class  III  ................  .  74.30  ST 

Class  III-A . 793.60  ST 

Class  V  ................  2,204.70  ST 

TOTAL  . .  3,505.59  ST 

e.  Maintenance: 

(1)  The  BSOC  maintenance  contact  tea*  consisted  of  two  officers  and 
twenty-fire  enlisted  man.  Back-up  support  and  repair  resupply  was  accomplished  by 
air  from  EIEH  HOA. 

(2)  During  the  operation,  a  total  of  608  requirements  for  support  were 
received,  categorised  as  listed  below: 


SBCTIOH 

Keck  Maint  &  Eng 

Armament 

Signal 

TOTAL 


JOBS  RECEIVED 


JOtaS  CCMBLETKl)  JOBS  UHCOtBUtl) 


d.  Medical:  A  Brigade  Clearing  Station  was  set  up  upon  arrival  to  furnish 
medical,  surgical,  dental  and  medical  supply  support  as  needed.  The  initial  comple¬ 
ment  was  composed  of  38  Of  and  four  officers  including  two  physicians,  one  depart 
and  one  MSC  officer.  A  20  bed  holding  facility  was  utilised  tc  care  for  the  sick 
and  wounded  until  such  time  as  they  could  be  returned  to  duty  cr  evacuated  to  a  larger 
medical  installation.  Urgent  cases  were  flown  to  the  3d  and  45th  Surgical  Hoe pit ala 
via  "Buatoff*  or  Slick  helicopters.  Bcutine  cases  were  evacuated  to  BIEK  HOA  by  C-130. 
A  total  of  536  patients  were  treated  by  the  clearing  station  forward.  A  Breakdown  is 
as  listed  below: 
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PATIENT  TYPE  HUMBER  PATIENTS 

KIA . 

WIA  . . , 

Injuries  .......... 

FUO . . 

Dermatological  ....... 

E7»  ............ 

Gastro-Intestinal  ..... 

Genito-Urinary  (Including  VD) 

Neuro-Psychiatric  ..... 

Other  Medical  ....... 

Other  Surgical  . . . 

Dental  ........... 

Vietnamese  ......... 

TOTAL . 

a.  Contmalcations :  The  Brigade  CP  displaced  to  MINK  THANH  on  20  March 
1967  and  consunications  were  established  immediately  with  the  1st  Infantry  Division 
CP  at  LAI  KHE  by  PM  Radio.  Single  side  band  radio  was  established  simultaneously 
with  the  Brigade  Base  Camp  at  BIEN  HOA.  Upon  establishing  a  VHP  system,  the  single 
side  band  was  deactivated.  This  was  the  first  time  that  the  modified  weapons 'carrier 
(M-274)  "Talking  Mule"  was  used  at  Brigade  level.  It  pronred  quite  successful.  Upon 
the  establishment  of  a  Tactical  CP  at  Fire  Support  PARHT ,  eanmnmications  were  tied 
back  to  MINH  THANH  by  both  FM  and  4-Channel  VHF  radio.  The  Tactical  CP  was  able  to 
establish  and  maintain  FM  radio  communications  with  all  maneuver  elements  not  capable 
of  communicating  with  the  forward  CP  at  MINH  THANH.  On  9  April,  FSB  PARHT  closed 
down  and  the  artillery  elements  displaced  to  Position  ROCK.  THF  4-ehanhel  was  estab¬ 
lished  from  the  FSB  to  MINH  THANH  to  the  3/319th  and  4/503d  switchboard.  From  time 
to  tins  during  the  operation,  it  was  necessary  to  provide  an  airborne  relay  to  in¬ 
sure  eammmic&tions  to  Battalion  CP's  daring  their  displacements. 

17.  Special  Equipment /Techniques 

a.  LZ  Defense;  During  the  heliborae  assault  on  LZ  RCBERT,  the  2d  Batta¬ 
lion,  503d  Infantry  encountered  resistance  from  VC  who  were  entrenched  in  bunkers 
located  75  meters  from  the  LZ.  CS  powder  was  dispersed  from  a  Mity  Mite  but  proved 
ineffective.  CS  grenades  on  the  other  hand  were  highly  effective.  A  contraction 
type  defense  as  used  during  the  extraction  from  LZ  3  proved  highly  successful.  With 
the  proper  planning  and  coordination,  a  contraction  defense  is  effective  in  minimi¬ 
sing  enemy  resistance  encountered  during  extraction. 

b.  LZ  Construction  Team:  On  two  senarate  occasions,  the  4th  Battalion 
successfully  utilised  an  "LZ"  construction  team  provided  by  B  Company,  1st  Batta¬ 
lion,  1st  Infantry  Division.  An  LZ  was  constructed  for  resunply  perooees.  The 
team  and  its  aouipment  were  brought  into  the  operational  area  by  a  CB-47  using  a 
sling  load  and  ladder.  The  second  LZ  was  constructed  to  enable  the  battalion  to 
extract  on  9  April  1967.  Consideration  should  be  given  to  forming  such  a  teas 
within  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade's  resenrees. 

c.  Marking  Friendly  Ibaitlone  fa-  Air  Strikes;  Difficulty  was  experienced 
in  marking  friendly  positions  for  airstrikes  by  the  forward  elements  in  contact  with 
the  VC.  This  difficulty  can  be  reduced  or  eliminated  by  having  the  elements  not  in 
contact  mark  their  positions  with  smoke  and  relay  the  distance  and  direction  fra* 
their  positions  to  where  friendly  elements  are  located. 


.30 

156 

.84 

;  9 
.17 
.  6 
.AH 
.44 
.  5 
•5A 
.26 
:33 
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d.  Additional  Marking  Technique:  An  addltienal  technique  in  narking 
enasy  positions  for  air  strike  was  used  on  this  operation*  The  ground  unit  in  con¬ 
tact  places  artillery  or  nortar  fire  in  the  target  area  where  he  wants  the  strike. 
Once  the  fighters  are  on  station  and  contact  has  been  made  with  the  FAC,  one  or 
two  WP  rounds  are  fired.  This  not  only  gives  the  ground  clement  close  and  contin¬ 
uous  fire  supports,  but  also  expedites  the  target  orientation  for  the  FAC. 

Id.  Besults  of  Operation  JUNCTION  CITT  II 


a.  Friendly  Losses 

(1 )  Personnel: 

HA  . . 30 

WIA  . . 156 

MIA .  0 

(2)  Equipment: 

APC  Destroyed  ..................  1 

APC  Damaged  ...................  1 

H-79  ......  .  1 

Pistol,  .45  Cal .  2 

Rifles,  M-16  .  . .  7 

b,  Enemy  Losses  -  Personnel 

KIA  (BC) . 95 

KTA  (poes)  . . 31 

KBA  (BC)  . . 2 

KBA  (poss)  .  ...........  1 

Detainees  ....................  4 

Weapons: 

Woe  in  Naganb  Rifles  ...............  8 

AK-47  Rifles  .......  .  7 

US  Rifles .  5 

Maehineguns  ............  .  ..  3 

B-40  Rocket  Launchers  2 
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^Munition: 

Grenades  ..........  .  ........  .  153 

VC  Grenades  ....................  8 

Claymore  Mines  ..................32 

Rifle  Grenades  .................  121 

Shall  Anas  ................  5,873  rnds 

Howitser  Rounds  ...............  52  rnds 

7.62m  Rounds  .............  15,800  rnds 

Mines . 15 

Food; 

Rice  . . .  3,785  lbe 

Dried  Fish  .  242  lbs 

Chickens  ....................  .31 

Rigs . 21 

Russian  Canned  Milk  .............  72  pints 

RquitMent: 

Uniforms  .....................25 

Rucksacks  .....................  4 

Rubber  Sandals  .  ..........  21  pair 

Gas  Masks . 13 

Bicycles  ................  .  49 

Assorted  Clothing  ..............  400  lbs 

Structures; 

Bunkers  .....................  449 

Foxholes  ....................  149 

Huts  . . 136 

Bomb  Shelters  ..................  20 
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Mortar  Positions  .  . . .  6 

Anti-Aircraft  Positions  ......  ........  k 


Doc  merits : 


Miacellaneons 

Wire  .......  .  5,000  ft 

Copper  Wire  .................  2,000  ft 

Electrical  Wire  . .  3,078  ft 


Batteries 


Ass  oi -ted  Equipment  . .195  lb* 

19.  Commander's  Analysis  and  lessons  Learned 

a.  C omander's  Analysis:  The  following  are  a  series  of  comments  made 
by  Brigadier  General  John  R.  Deane  Jr.  at  a  critique  of  Operation  JUNCTION  CUT 
II  held  on  24  April  1967  at  BIEN  HOA  Base  Cmp. 

(1)  Operation  JUNCTION  CITT  II  had  several  difficult  landing  sonee. 
Contenders  should  continually  improve  LZ's  in  their  areas,  especially  trees  in  the 
approach  and  departure  routes. 

(2)  General  Dean*  cautioned  against  C  ft  L  ships  flying  too  l<*r. 

(3)  Thera  is  a  possibility  that  the  1CAC  codes  will  replace  the  pre¬ 
sent  use  of  points  of  origin.  It  will  entail  wore  time  but  will  be  More  secure. 

(4)  General  Deane  had  noticed  that  air  strikes  were  being  called  in 
when  troops  were  unable  to  break  contact,  forcing  the  jets  to  be  sent  away,  0'ae- 
mandsrs  were  in st noted  to  make  a  practice  of  selecting  alternate  targes  to  be  used 
if  the  primary  ta.-get  cannot  be  hit. 

(5)  Personnel  calling  in  air  strikes  were  advised  to  start  thinking 
about  how  they  will  describe  and  mark  the  target.  Orientation  of  the  FAC  must  be 
quick  to  got  efficient  and  timely  results. 

(6)  Cowand  emphasis  is  reouired  in  the  maintenance  program. 

b.  Lessons  Learned;  Lessons  Learned  will  be  discussed  by  unit  and  re-^ 
stricted  to  the  significant  items  brought  forward  at  the  critique  of  24  April  1967. 

(1)  2d  Battalion,  5C5d  Infantry 

Item:  2Qm  Cannon 

Discussion:  The  2/503d  Infantry  ouestionsd  the  effectiveness  of  the 
20m  cannon  on  TAC  Air  missions  against  base  camps,  CPT  Widick  reccmaended  that 
the  TUk*  cannons  be  replaced  by  other  ordanee  such  as  napaln  to  improve  the  strike 
effectiveness  against  base  camp  targets. 
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Observation/Recc— endationss  Major  Lanas ra,  the  Brigade  ALO,  inf  cr¬ 
eed  the  Brigade  that  the  2(fcm  cannon  is  an  integral  part  of  the  aircraft  and  ie 
necessary  for  the  fighter's  defense,  in  addition  to  its  employment  against  targets 
of  opportunity.  It  was  further  felt  by  the  ALO,  and  agreed  upon  by  the  CG,  that 
there  Mould  be  no  aopreeiable  increase  in  ordnance  carried  by  fighters  if  the  2CMm 
wanner  were  replaced  by  other  ordnance , 

Itegs  Mighty  Mite 

Discussions  Tit  2/503d  Infantry  discovered  that  the  Mighty  Mite  had 
craved  to  be  inadequate  for  disoe  rising  CS  gas  when  a  unit  was  in  contact  on  9  ipril 
1967.  LTC  Sigholts  recommended  greater  use  of  the  CS  disoenser  mounted  on  rocket 
pods  of  gunship6  or  to  imorovise  a  system  similar  to  the  "MAD*  Bomber  for  accurate 
placement  of  CS  .when  required, 

Cfeserration/Recomendation:  General  Deane  informed  the  Brigade  Aria* 
tion  Officer  to  train  our  pilots  in  the  MAD  Bcmber  technique.  He  further  stated  that 
CS  should  be  distributed  from  Rocket  pods  and  fated  bags  made  of  plastic;  The  fuses 
may  get  damp  and  would  require  frequent  refills.  General  Deane  farther  questioned 
the  Brigade  surgeon  concerning  the  effects  of  CS  on  our  wounded,  especially  thom> 
with  head  and  chest  wcunds.  The  Brigade  Surgeon  informed  the  CG  that  it  could  have 
serious  effects. 

Item:  Cancand  and  Liaison  Aireraft 

Discussion;  The  2/503d  Infantry  recommended  that  the  Battalion  Com¬ 
manders  be  provided  the  newer  command  and  liaison  ships  during  extraction  operations. 
The  requirement  to  be  filled  is  that  the  helicopters  be  eauioped  with  consoles  rather 
than  the  PRC-25  radio. 

Observatlons/Recoiaws  relations :  General  Deane  directed  the  Brigade  C<mmo 

Officer  to  eet  a  statue  of  consoles  by  type  and  capabilities  available  to  the  173d 
Airborne  Brigade  (Separate),  If  there  are  deficiencies  or  several  different  types 
of  consoles.  General  Deane  will  contact  General  Terry,  (Commander,  1st  Signal  Bde), 
to  alleviate  the  problmi. 

Item:  Use  of  Napalm 

Discussion:  It  was  recommended  that  more  napalm  be  employed  in  the 
Air  Force  preparation  of  LZ'a  and  that  it  be  placed  on  the  edge  of  the  LZ,  The 
2/5 0?d  Infantry  noted  that  the  large  amount  of  artillery  and  Air  preparation  on 
LZ  ROffiBT  on  9  April  was  not  successful  in  destroying  prepared  VC  positions. 

Ctoservationa/Reccmeendationa ;  Major  Landers,  The  Bde  ALO,  stated  that 
the  heavy  canopy  surrounding  various  LZ's  broke  up  the  effect  of  napalm  and  1-Mbited 
its  desired  placement.  Re  farther  stated  that  the  turning  which  might  result  after 
an  extensive  napalm  strike  could  conceivably  interfere  with  helicopter  landings. 

Item:  Placenent  of  Bombs 

Discussion:  Colonel  Me  Quarry  informed  all  present  at  the  briefing  that 
if  the  bombs  are  placed  effectively,  through  proper  planning,  the  ultimate  mission 
could  be  accomplished. 
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Observation/Bsccawandaticns :  The  lesson  learned  is  to  plan  LZ 

preparations  carefully,  and  in  advance ,  It  is  essential  that  the  desired  contact 
area  be  known  before  the  Air  Fores  is  on  station.  General  Deane  stated  that  there 
was  no  knowledge  of  the  bonkers  on  LZ  KfeSHT,  therefore,  it  was  believed  that  Air 
and  Artillery  preparation  would  oe  sufficient.  The  only  truly  effective  mason 
against  bunkers  of  this  tyee  is  the  8*  howitser.  The  responsibility  for  prepare- 
tions  rests  with  the  Battalion  eoenanders  and  they  must  consult  the  FAC's  to  be 
effective.  Preparations  eust  be  diagrammed  and  the  Air  Force  notified  well  in  ad¬ 
vance  to  insure  that  the  desired  ordnance  is  reesived. 

Itan:  Chain  Sawe 

Pi:  cuss  ion:  The  2/5Q3d  Infantry  recrwwnried  that  all  chain  sen  be  re¬ 
placed  by  one  c.eton  brand  of  amr  This  will  faeilitata  maintenance  of  the  asaw  and 
establishment  -f  PLL's. 

Observe tlons/Becin  ndationa:  The  Drpport  Battalion  stated  that  better 
maintenance  and  attention  to  maintenance  at  all  levels  could  solve  the  prciblam.  The 
CG  instructed  the  Support  Battalion  Commader  to  have  classes  conducted  on  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  chain  saws. 

(2)  4th  Battalion;  503d  Infantry 

Item:  um  cf  .‘ksoka 

Discussion:  The  ^5 03d  Infantry  iouZi  it  difficult  to  uee  smoke  to 
mark  targets  when  the  units  are  in  close  contact.  Colonel  JeekLey  stated  that  the 
4'h  Battalion  had  gotten  K-16  moke  streamers  of  all  colors  to  Include  red  far  mar¬ 
king  the  enogy,  General  Dnanu  cautioned  about  using  red  smoke  in  dense  hmgla  areas. 
Gunshipe  have  been  drilled  on  hitting  an  area  covered  by  red  smoke,  la  these  dmwely 
foliated  areas,  there  is  a  possibility  of  gunshipe  delivering  fire  la  an  unsafe  pro¬ 
ximity  to  friendly  troops. 

Observation:  General  Deane  instructed  the  Brigade  Aviation  Officer 
to  have  all  pilots  practice  thrc/lng  amoks  from  high  altitudes  accurately.  Be 
cautioned  personnel  in  C  4  L  shins  about  going  too  does  to  throw  moke.  This  is 
an  unnecessary  risk  of  both  lives  and  equipment, 

Rem:  H-79  Efficiency  Against  Barkers 

Discussion!  The  K-79  grenade  hi 9  craven  in  reesut  operations  to  be 
inefficient  in  the  destruction  of  Tlst  Cong  f  xrtified  nositiens.  Therefore,  the 
4th  Battalion  now  has  HEAT  rifle  grenades  and  these  will  be  employed  on  subseemeat 
operations. 

Observation/Bst  i  mmm  utaticca :  Colonel  Goad  earned  that  with  the  relic 
season  anproaching,  units  will  have  to  rotate  their  B-72  (UWS)  more  often  and  even 
then  will  find  a  large  percentage  of  duds. 

Rem:  Use  of  Mspelm 

Discussion:  LTC  Jackley  wes  net  in  favor  at  using  napalm  im  LZ  pre¬ 
parations  because  of  the  danger  to  ammunition  in  the  firs  mipport  bees. 
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Cbservatlon:  LTC  Jackely  reconmended  that  napalm  he  used  only  on  Air 
Cap  unless  the  canopy  was  open  over  the  target  area  and  if  the  target  is  well  de¬ 
fined. 


Item:  Direct  Fire  -  Beehive  Rounds 

Discussion:  Direct  fire  wessons  with  the  Beehive  round  were  planned 
daring  this  operation,  however*  they  were  not  required. 

Observations  The  Baehive  round  will  continue  to  be  planned  on  luture 

operations. 

Item:  Instant  Landing  Zone  Teams 

Discussion:-  LTC  Jackely  was  highly  pleased  with  the  1st  Infantry 
Division5*  Instant  Landirg  Zcae  Team, 

gbservation/RscoBiBendatlons  It  was  recommended  that  the  l?3d  Engineers 
train  a  similar  team  for  use  on  subsequent  Brigade  operations. 

Items  Dusxoff  Nets 

Discussion:  LTC  Jaekley  feels  that  it  is  much  simpler  to  clear  the 
Battalion  Admin/lnteII‘~ne  t  than  the  C  cm  and  net  for  ccmsunieatlon  with  Medical 
Evacuation  helicopters. 

R«:  Extraction  of  Lister  Bags 

Discussions  IThe  4/5 Q3d  Infantry  employed  lister  bags  on  JUNCTION  CITY 
II  to  preclude  extraction  of  water  cans  at  an  inconvient  time.  The  water  was  deli¬ 
vered  in  cans  and  poured  into  lister  bafs.  The  cans  were  then  set  out  and  collec¬ 
ted  the  same  day. 

Observatlon/Racoiansndatlon:  This  procedure  was  quite  helpful  in  speed¬ 
ing  up  the  extraction  of  the  Battalion  on  the  following  morning.  General  Deane  ad¬ 
vised  that  thie  procedure  become  standard  practice.  The  only  problem  encountered  was 
the  acquiring  of  lister  bags  in  sufficient  quantity. 

Item;  Miscalculated  Artillary 

Discussions  to  three  occasions  *  elements  of  the  Battalion  were  hit  by 
friendly  artillery  or  mortar  rounds.  The  problem  was  not  due  to  long  or  short  rounds 
but  to  a  lack  of  FO’s  knowledge  of  the  probable  error  box. 

Observation;  The  FO’a  failed  to  realize  that  the  probable  error  box 
allowed  that  a  certain  percentage  of  rounds  were  going  to  fall  short.  FO's  must  be 
thoroughly  oriented  to  avoid  friendly  casualties  due  to  misplaced  artillery  support. 

(3)  1st  Battalions  503d  Infantry- 

Item;  Coordination  for  Perimeter  Defense 

Discussion:  LTC  Sachs  stated  that  careful  coordination  was  required 
for  perimeter  defense  when  two  Battalions  were  going  into  the  same  LZ, 
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Observationa/Recasw  ndations s  LTC  Sachs  considered  the  ma.lor  problem 
encountered  in  this  typa  of  operation  to  be  with  the  light  organics.  The  perimeter 
and  fire  plans  must  be  fully  coordinated.  There  is  e  vary  strong  possibility  that 
with  two  battalions  on  the  same  LZ,  there  may  be  a  blank  in  the  defensive  fires. 


k 


Items  Night  Navigation 

Discussions  Night  navigation  and  ^reparation  for  night  moves  proved 
to  be  a  problem  as  shown  in  two  instances  as  noted  below s 

Incident  1  «  The  Rccon  Platoon  of  the  l/503d  Infantry  was  engaged  on 
a  BDA  mission  which  ran  into  the  hours  of  darkness,  forcing  them  to  remain  out  over¬ 
night.  In  preparing  another  unit  to  move  out  to  meet  them,  it  took  three  hours.  LTC 
Sachs  stated  that  a  reaction  force  should  be  able  to  move  out  immediately.  If  their 
aid  isn't  needed,  they  can  be  halted  anroute  to  the  linkup. 

Incident  2  *  During  the  courss  of  a  long  move,  A/l/5Q3d  Infantry  came 
across  a  large  base  camp.  The  infantrymen  weiked  the  area  over  well  and  returned 
to  the  camp  site  ine  next  morning.  Upon  their  return,  they  went  into  an  area  that 
had  not  been  hit.  The  platoon  leader  let  4  people  fan  out  too  far  resulting  in  2 
dead  arid  1  wounded.  This  is  an  axes  lie  nt  example  of  a  small  unit  losing  control, 

Observations/Recomme ndations  $  It  was  noted  that  in  both  cases  at  night 
the  l/5Q3d  Infantry  had  found  that  Hares  were  excellent  for  night  navigation.  The 
artillery  flares  could  not  be  continued  because  of  the  small  basic  load.  After  using 
all  the  flares,  the  flare  ship , "SPOOK!"  was  employed  with  outstanding  results.  Another 
tyoe  navigational  aid  was  the  firing  of  81mm  mortars  on  the  flanks  of  the  moving 
ground  troops.  The  employment  of  this  type  of  fire  kept  Alpha  Company  on  a  straight 
line  for  3,000  meters.  The  mortar  rounds  were  fired  on  the  flanks,  rather  than  the 
front  to  avoid  the  possibility  of  rounds  falling  short  on  the  lead  element, 

(4)  3d  Battalion,  319th  Artillery- 

Item;  Coordination  of  Perimeter  Defense 

Discussions  Major  Bruemmer  stated  that  in  the  reconnaissance  and  selec¬ 
tion  of  uositlon  areas,  close  coordination  had  to  be  made  with  the  unit  providing 
perimeter  defense. 

Observations  If  coordination  is  not  effected,  it  may  cause  one  or  both 
units  to  have  to  alter  the  location  of  the  position  area.  Major  Bruemmer  stressed 
the  need  for  coordination  between  infantry  and  artillery  elements,  especially  when 
direct  fire  weapons  are  being  employed. 

Items  Unfuzed  Ammunition  and  Varied  Lots 

Dissuasions  The  Artillery  Battalion  emphasized  the  need  for  fuzed  ammu¬ 
nition  and  large  lots.  It  was  noted  that  a  battery  may  have  as  many  as  20  different 
lots.  All  lots  have  different  ballistic  characteristics. 


IObaervatioas/Keccmnendations  8  The  Support  Battalion  Commander  stated 

that  LONS  BINH  was  clearing  out  their  many  different  lots  at  this  time.  The  Support 
Battalion  Conmander  stated  that  they  wanted  the  Brigade  Artillery  Batteries  to  fire 
up  the  small  lots  during  H  &  I  fire.  The  problem  with  unfuzed  ammunition  will  con¬ 
tinue  because  it  happens  to  be  available,  LTC  Drake  stated  that  of  the  two  problems 
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the  problem  of  haring  numerous  lol>  is  the  m"?st  d-'.rrjercus.  Ceneral  Deane  instructed 
that  a  letter  be  drafted  concerning  this  master.  The  letter  should  <"60*811.  figures 
reflecting  how  many  rounds  were  firjr»  in  a  &  south  period,  and  of  which,  hear  many 
were  unfused. 


Item:  Helicopter  Suppt/.t 

Discussions  Owing  to  a  lack  of  sufficient  helicopters,  the  Long  Range 
Reconnaissance- "Patrols  of  the  Cavalry  Troop  could  not  be  employed  effectively. 

Observation:  It  is  reecmaended  that  more  helicopters  be  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  LRRF's,  thereby  increasing  the  effectiveness  of  this  intelligence  finding 
unit. 

Items  Placement  of  I05m»  Howitzers 

Discussions  Major  Sutton  reeocMended  that  the  Brigade  CP  be  kept  in 
range  of  105mm  Hcwitzers, 

Observations  If  these  artillery  pjLeces  are  olaeed  out  of  range  of  the 
CP,  patrols  Issuing  from  the  CP  are  limited. 

Items  Coordination  of  Perimeter  Defense 

Discussions  The  situation  at  MINH  THANH  during  Operation  JUNCTION  CITT 
II  would  have  been  bad  for  the  maneuvering  of  a  reaction  force,  due  to  the  large  num¬ 
ber  of  tente  in  the  area. 

Observations  It  was  reccsmended  that  the  HQ  Conwandant  and  cogmander  of 
the  perimeter  coordinate  the  inner  and  outer  perimeters.  The  HQ  Commandant  should  be 
responsible  for  the  inner  perimeter  and  the  perimeter  cosmander  responsible  for  the 
outer  perimeter. 

Items  Control  of  Serial  Marches 

Discussions  Serial  commanders  and  march  unit  commanders  should  exercise 
extreme  care  in  keeping  their  speeds  and  proper  distance  for  good  convoy  control. 

Observations  To  allow  the  least  possible  amount  of  vulnerability  du¬ 
ring  aerial  movement,  strict  convoy  control  is  essential. 


Items  Digging  in  of  Armored  Personnel  Carriers 

Discussions  It  was  recommended  that  when  bulldozers  are  available,  that 
APC!s  be  dug  into  the  earth. 

Observations  The  digging  in  of  APC's  will  provide  bettor  grazing  fires, 
in  addition  to  an  increase  of  both  crew  and  vehicle  protection. 

Items  Maintenance  Capability  During  Marches 
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Discussion:  It  was  recommended  that  etdh  march  unit  have  a  maintenance 

capability  of* its  awn.  This  capability  would  aid  the  trail  party  and  speed  up  tho 
entire  convoy. 

Observation?  The  S3  was  instructed  to  include  this  maintenance  capa¬ 
bility  in  coordinating  instructions  for  future  operations, 

(7)  173d  Support-  Battalion 

Item:  Resupply  Aircraft 

Disouasions  The  C-123  aircraft  was  discussed  as  a  problem  for  carrying 
cargo  due  to  the  limited  tonnage  capability  and  the  inability  of  the  aircraft  to  be 
loaded  with  outsize  cargo. 

Discussion ;  The  Support  Battalion  Commander  reflected  that  there  was 
a  problem  with  loading  aircraft  with  explosives.  The  problem  was  due  to  Air  Force 
regulations  on  non-cap at ible  munitions, 

Cbservation/Recomendations ;  It  is  recommended  that  compatibility  of 
munitions  regulations  be  waive red  in  combat  support  operations.  General  Deane  direc¬ 
ted  that  someone  with  experience  in  the  handling  of  explosives  draft  up  a  letter  con¬ 
cerning  the  inherent  dangers  of  the  various  explosives. 

Item;  Night  Dustoff 

Discussion;  There  has  been  a  problem  with  the  summoning  of  Dustoff 
ships  during  the  hours  of  darkness  for  personnel  who  were  not  seriously  injured, 
that  is,  not  requiring  imediate  evacuation. 

Observation;  It  was  recommended  that  the  Surgeon  be  notified  end  try 
to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  wounded  man.  General  Deane  pointed  out  that  a 
platoon  engaged  in  a  night  maneuver  could  not  adequately  determine  the  seriousness 
of  a  wound. 


Item;  Improper  Maintenance 

Discussion:  There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  problem  of  items  being 
turned  in  as  "unserviceable"  when  in  actuality  the  problem  lay  in  inproper  maintenance 
or  inproper  cleaning  on  the  part  of  the  operator, 

Observation:  General  Deane  directed  that  figures  be  kept  on  the  units 
for  improper  maintenance  and  the  turning  in  of  items  as  unserviceable  when  in  fact 
the  problem  liea  in  operator  maintenance, 

(8)  Signal 

Item:  Radio  Squelch  Position 

Discussions  The  Brigade  Signal  Officer  stated  t.hat  all  radioe  should 
operate  in  the  old  squelch  position,  however,  difficulties  in  communication  aw 
often  encountered, 

Observation/Rsccanendation;  If  communications  aw  not  good  in  the  old 
squelch  position,  radios  should  be  switched  to  operate  in  the  "OLD  OFF"  position. 
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Item:  Preparation  of  Messages 

Discussion:  Major  Moulton  advised  that  there  were  a  number  of  person¬ 
nel  who  were  not  prepared  to  give  their  message  before  contacting  another  station. 

Observations  It  is  recommended  that  messages  be  organized  prior  to  the 
beginning  of  the  transmission. 

Items  Communication  Security 

Discussions  It  is  imperative  that  all  classified  information  and  messageo 
be  transmitted  with  the  most  extreme  security  measures. 

Observations  The  utilization  of  codes  is  now  being  taken  under  considera¬ 
tion. 

(9)  Engineers 

Items  Handling  of  Demolitions 

Discussions  Major  Raudebaugh  stated  that  in  resunply  of  demolitions, 
exolosive  items  were  received  in  the  same  container  with  detonation  cords  and  blas¬ 
ting  caps.  This  is  a  dangerous  practice  and  he  warned  aeainat  it. 

Observations  It  is  recoume sided  that  all  personnel  concerned  listen  to 
the  advise  of  the  demolition  specialist  to  insure  the  safety  of  the  troops. 

Items  Demolitions  Maae  Available,  frr  Infantrymen 

Discussions  Often  while  on  search  and  destroy  operations,  infantrymen 
do  not  have  sufficient  demolitions  to  destroy  enemy  installations  and  tunnel  complexes 
they  encounter. 

Observation:  The  Brigade  Engineer  recommended  that  the  Infantry  Batta¬ 
lions  make  it  SOP  for  each  inf  intryman  to  carry  a  2^-pound  block  of  demolitions.  This 
would  provide  sufficient  demolitions  to  destroy  base  camps  and  tunnel  complexes  while 
conducting  S  &  D  operations. 

FOR  THE  CCKKANDER: 


E.  B.  ROBERSON 
CPT,  AGO 
Asst  AG 
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Airborne  Operation  (ouwCTauh  Chi) 

1,  Opera  ion  JUNCTION  CITT  ALTERNATE  was  a  multi-unit  operation  involving 
the  25th  Infantry  Division,  let  Infantry  Division,  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate) 
and  the  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  minus  one  squadron.  The  purpose  of  the  ope¬ 
ration  vac  the  destruction  of  COSVH  and  VC/N7A  forces  and  installations  in  western 
WAR  ZONE  *0"  (northern  TAT  NINH  PROVINCE).  D  -  Day  for  the  operation  was  22  Febru¬ 
ary  1967,  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  was  placed  under  the  operational 
control  of  the  let  Infantry  Division  for  the  operation. 

2.  Initial  coordination  with  the  let  Infantry  Division  was  jade  on  8  February 
1C67.  A  joint  reconnaissance  was  made  of  the  173d's  proposed  Area  of  Operations, 
tentative  missions  were  outlined  and  airlift  (helicopter)  requirements  vere  discussed. 
A  suitable  drop  sone  was  noted  during  this  initial  reconnaissance.  Based  upon  the 
initial  coordination  and  reconnaissance,  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  S3  proposed  to 

the  Camanding  General  that  consideration  be  given  to  conducting  an  Airborne  Assault, 

3,  The  requirement  for  helicopter  lift  on  D  -  Day  was  substantial.  The  1st 
Infantry  Division  had  five  infantry  battalions  to  put  in  by  air  assault  and  the  173d 
had  three  infantry  battalions.  In  addition  to  the  requirement  for  UH-1D  helicopters, 
there  was  a  tremendous  reouirement  for  CH-47  lift  for  positioning  artillery,  command 
posts  and  resuuply.  Recognising  that  an  Airborne  Assault  would  result  in  a  consider¬ 
able  savings  in  helicopter  lift,  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  S3  presented  to  the  C  awn  en¬ 
ding  General  an  Airmovesent  Comparison  Study  (Ihcl  2)  based  on  a  Battalion  Task  Force 
sise  jump.  The  results  of  the  study  showed  a  saving  of  sixty  (60)  UH-1D  helicopters 
for  a  period  of  2  hours  and  30  minutes  and  six  (6)  CH-47  helicopters  for  a  period  of 

3  hours  and  30  minutes.  The  study  had  a  major  impact  on  the  decision  to  continue 
planning  for  the  Airborne  Assault, 

4.  A  critical  point  in  the  development  of  the  Airborne  Assault  Plan  was  action 
required  to  prevent  compromise  of  thr  Drop  Zone.  The  Brigade  had  earlier  planned  for 
an  Airborne  Operation  which  later  had  to  be  cancelled  because  of  possible  compromise 
of  the  Drop  Zone.  Action  taken  to  prevent  compromise  in  the  operation  under  discus¬ 
sion  included: 

a.  The  decision  to  proceed  with  the  airborne  plan  was  known  initially  by 
only  the  Commanding  General,  Deputy  Brigade  Commander,  Brigade  S3  and  S3  Plans  Offi¬ 
cer.  Additional  Staff  Officers  were  briefed  on  the  operation  as  the  planning  ] ag¬ 
gressed. 


b„  It  was  felt  necessary  that  a  cover  plan  involving  another  DZ  located 
outside  the  planned  area  of  operations  be  used  for  planning  pumoses.  The  cover 
plan  developed  was  based  on  a  mission  assigned  to  the  1st  Infantry  Division  by 
Headquarters,  II  FF0ECE7  to  secure  a  CIDG  and  airfield  construction  site  during 
Phase  II  of  the  operation  at  a  point  where  ROUTE  246  crosses  the  SAIGON  River  (XT 
624815).  In  conjunction  with  division,  it  was  agreed  that  their  initial  order  for 
JUNCTION  CUT  would  bive  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  a  mission  requiring  an  Airborne 
Assault  with  a  Battalion  Task  Fores  into  a  DZ  at  SROC  CON  TRAHG  (XT  565855  -  See 
Aerial  Photograph,  Inel  7).  This  was  the  nearest  DZ  available  to  the  proposed  CIDG 
camp.  The  Brigade  mission  to  the  Task  Force  required  the  establislment  of  a  Fire 
Support  Base  with  one  artillery  battery  at  SROC  CON  TRANS  end  then  an  attack  over¬ 
land  to  seise  and  secure  the  site  of  the  propoeed  camp.  This  mission  was  written 
into  the  initial  operation  orders  of  both  the  1st  Division-  and  the  173d  Airborne 
Brigade,  Headquarters  II  FFORCEV  was  advised  of  the  cover  plan  prior  to  comple¬ 
ting  the  detailed  planning. 

c.  Knowledge  of  the  true  assault  objective  was  limited  initially  to  the 
four  individuals  noted  above.  All  staff  sections  were  briefed  on  the  cover  plan 
and  proceeded  with  detailed  planning  for  the  Airborne  Assault  at  SROC  CON  TRAKG, 


Incloeure  1 


CONFIDENTS! 


/// 


f\r\  ki r  i  nriiT 


uutir  i  ul  n  i 


a.  i 
AL 


The  staff  sections  were  not  given  the  true  objective  until  the  latest  possible  tds 
and  then  only  those  staff  officers  whose  activities  were  definitely  affected  bv  the 
exact  DZ  were  read  into  the  plan.  The  S4  for  example  was  brought  into  the  plan  on 
about  12  February,  but  the  Signal  Officer  was  infonaed  of  the  exact  DZ  only  two  days 
prior  to  D  -  Day. 

d.  The  true  plan  for  the  Airborne  Assault  Phase  of  t’..e  operation  was  not 
published  until  late  the  night  of  20  February  and  was  not  distributed  to  the  units 
until  211900  hours  February,  the  evening  before  D  -  Day,  The  Task  Force  Commander 
(LTC  Sigholtz)  briefed  the  troops  on  the  operation  the  afternoon  of  the  21st,  and 
then  sealed  his  battalion  area  so  word  of  the  operation  could  not  be  passed  to  other 

t/nonns  crr>  InriigAnnuj  nsl0 

e.  The  cover  plan  was  used  for  all  initial  planning  and  coordination  with 
the  Air  Force,  The  Air  Force  received  their  final  briefing  fran  the  Brigade  S3  on 
20  February  and  at  that  time  were  given  all  pertinent  information  on  the  actual  DZ, 
This  procedure  can  work  very  well  nrovided  that  the  actual  DZ  and  cover  DZ  are 
approximately  the  same  size.-  The  Air  Force  can  then  accoaolish  their  olanninf/ 
based  on  the  cover  DZ  and  will  reauire  only  adjustment  in  flight  route,  check  points 
and  IP's  for  the  actual  DZ, 

5.  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade's  mission  ■  -  Day  was  to  block  enemy  escape 

routes  along  HIGHWAY  4  between  coordinates  XT  .524886  and  coordinates  XT  307946.  It 
was  determined  that  this  would  reauire  two  battalions.  An  additional  battalion  would 
be  reouired  to  secure  a  Fire  Support  Base  within  the  AO  from  which  the  airmobile 
assaults  and  subseauent  one rations  could  be  supported.  This  mission  was  assigned 

to  the  Airborne  Task  Force  in  the  actual  plan.  The  Airborne  Assault  nennitted  rat>id 
seizure  of  the  Fire  Support  Base,  and  the  introduction  of  the  Brigade  Command  Post 
and  a  battery  of  artillery.  In  addition,  it  freed  helicopters  for  movement  of  other 
forces  as  outlined  earlier, 

6.  Aircraft  requirements  for  the  drop  were  th3  teen  (13)  C-130's  for  personnel, 
eight  (8)  C-130's  for  heavy  dr  no  and  two  (2)  C-13r'a  for  CDS.  The  techniaue  of  drop 
was  as  follows: 

Aircraft  in  brail  -  10  second  i’-berval 

Jaap  Altitude  -  1000  feet 

Two  passes  -  15  man  'licks 

Turn  around  t'-^j  <=  6  dm  tee 

Heavy  d-jp  altitude  •,  1500  feet  v'* 

CPI  drop  altitude  -  400  feet 
Timin'-  of  the  drop  was  as  follows; 

TAC  Air  pre carat ion  -  0710  »  0855  hours 
PerSGSiijel  drop  -  0900  -  09 10  hours 
Heavy  Drop  -  0925  hours 
CDS  -  0930 


i 


2 


CONFIDENTIAL 


rsnNc  i  nr.vTi  a  i 

»wm  »  ^  w  ii  i  ■  n  v- 


I 


7.  A  Combat  Control  Team  was  not  used  for  the  personnel  drop.  A  FAC  narked 
the  IP  with  rockets  and  the  lead  sen  In  t..o  first  stick  then  threw  sacks  marking 
their  impact  point  so  the  aircraft  could  adjust  if  necessary  for  the  sseond  pass. 
This  procedure  worked  very  well.  The  CCT  jumped  in  the  second  pass  and  were  used 
for  control  of  the  heavy  drop  and  resupply  drops  that  continued  the  day.  It  should 
be  kept  in  mind  that  if  a  CCT  is  used,  they  have  to  be  put  in  at  least  20  minutes 
prior  to  drop  time,  hitting  them  in  ahead  of  the  drop  could  alert  the  enemy  and 
give  him  tine  to  react  and  close  on  the  DZ,  In  stances  where  the  DZ  is  clearly 
defined  and  there  is  little  likelihood  o'-'  dtroppij^  in  the  wrong  place,  it  is  felt 
that  there  is  no  requirement  for  a  CCT  to  go  in  ahead  of  the  personnel  jump. 

2,  Is  Isslcssrc  3  is  a  stsaaary  of  the  peculiarities  and  technical  aspects  of 
detailed  planning  involved  in  an  airborne  operations.  This  Ihcloenre  can  be  used 
as  a  guide  in  planning  future  Airborne  Operations. 
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AIMOTBffiHT  (XHPARISOH  STUDY 


1.  Problem :  To  determine  the  practicality  of  raking  an  airborne  assault  with 
a  battalion  sise  task  fores  as  opposed  to  Baking  an  airmobile  assault  using  tJH-lD 
and  CB-47  hslieoptsrs. 

2.  AssiMPticps : 

a.  That  sixty  (60)  UH-1D  and  six  (6)  CB-47  hslieoptsrs  would  bs  available  t 

to  sttooort  an  airmobile  assault.  4 

t 

b.  That  tha  staring  area  for  tha  173d  Airborne  Brigade  would  bs  00 AH  101  ; 

and  tha  assault  arsa  at  tha  Vicinity  of  KATUK  (distance  of  50  kilometers). 

e.  That  an  airborne  assault  force  would  consist  of  an  infantry  battalion 
reinforced,  an  artillery  battery  and  elements  of  the  Brigade  Headquarters. 

3.  Discussion: 

a.  Organisation  of  Airborne  Assault  Fores: 

(1)  Personnel: 

Inf  Eb 
Arty  Btry 
Bngr  Sqd 
HP  Sqd 
HW  T» 

Sig  Sec 
Spt  Eh 
Bde  Hq 
TOTAL 

(2)  Equipment: 

Inf  Bb 

1  -  1/4-ton  truck 
6  -  H274  Holes 
4  -  4,2"  Hortars 
6  -  lima  Mortars 

Arty  Eh 

1  -  1/4-ton  truck  w/trlr 
6  -  M-1G2  Rawitssrs 

2  -  3/4-ton  tracks 

Bde  Ho 

1  -  1/4-ton  truek-w/trlr 

3  -  1/4-ton  trucks 

b.  Aircraft  reouirements  to  conduct  an  airborne  assault  with  tha  task 
force  outlined  in  paragraph  3a  shore  would  be  13  0-130*8  for  personnel  and  10  C-130*s 
for  be  ary  drgp  of  equipment.  It  is  enrisioned  that  a  oartion  of  tbs  hsary  drop  air¬ 
craft  would  bs  utilised  for  a  second  drop  of  bulk  supplies  to  support  the  entire  bri¬ 
gade  operation,  A  minimum  of  two  days  would  bs  required  for  rigging  of  heavy  drop 
equipment  and  bulk  supplies. 
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e,  The  introduction  of  the  swac  task  fore*  into  the  operational  area 
ueing  OB-lD's  ir.d  ClM7'e  baaed  aa  the  aastmptione  made  in  paragraph  2  would  reouire 
105  TJH-1D  sorties  and  22  CH-47  sorties.  The  UR-lD'a  would  reonire  1  hoar  and  30 
■i notes  to  get  the  force  into  the  area  pins  an  additional  1  hoar  for  refueling. 

The  CB-47  lift  could  be  completed  in  an  estimated  time  of  3  hoars  and  30  electee, 

A.  Conclusions : 

a.  An  airborne  assault  would  result  in  freeing  sixty  (60)  tJR-lD's  for  a 
period  of  2  hoars  and  30  minutes  for  support  of  additional  forces. 

b.  ite  airborne  sstanit  woe  id  result  in  freeing  six  (6)  CB-A7*s  for  a  period 
of  3  hours  and  30  minutes  for  suppal  of  ether  forces. 

5.  liar r— jnrUtlon:  Bee  fend  that  an  airborne  assault  be  conducted  with  a 
task  tforce  as  outlined  in  paragraph  3  abore  and  the  helicopter  resources  be  used 
to  mote  additional  forces  into  the  ob jeetiTe  ares  iidlitaiy  following  the  airborne 
assault. 
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SUMMARY  OF  PECULIARITIES  AND  TECHNICAL  ASPECTS 
OF  PLANNING  AIRBORNE  OPERATIONS 


Hi 


1.  General:  Planning  for  airborne  operations  beein3  with  the  ac-iection  of  an 
objective  area.  This  area  may  be  selected  by  higher  headquarters  and  drectsa  as  an 
assault  objective,  or  as  was  the  case  on  Operation  JUNCTION  CITY,  the  objective  may 
be  selected  by  the  ccesnander  of  the  force  to  be  emnloyed.  Once  the  objective  is 
determined,  the  planning  seouence  used  is  what  is  commonly  referred  to  as  the  Reserve 
Planning  Seouence.  It  begins  with  a  visualization  of  operations  in  the  objective 
area  (Ground  Tactical  Plan).  Next  to  be  considered  is  the  landing  Plan.  The  Landing 
Plan  is  followed  by  the  Air  Movement  Plan  and  Marshalling  Plan. 

a.  Ground  Tactical  Plan:  The  Ground  Tactical  Plan  includes  the  ajsigrraent 
of  objecti.es  and  missions  to  subordinate  units,  task  organization,  unit  boundaries 
and  provision  for  a  reserve,  A  specific  ground  tactical  plan  will  depend  upon  the 
forces  available  and  specific  objectives  and  missions.  In  the  case  of  a  one  batta¬ 
lion  task  force  operation,  such  as  JUNCTION  CITY,  the  Task  Force  Comander  develops 
the  Ground  Tactical  Plan  based  uoon  the  mission  assigned  by  Brigade. 

b.  Landing  Plan:  The  Landing  Plan  includes  the  seouence,  tine  and  method 
of  delivery  of  troops  and  material  necessary  to  support  the  scheme  of  maneuver,  the 
plan  may  include  any  combination  of  Parachute  Assault,  air  land  (AF  aircraft)  or 
airmobile  (Army  Aviation)  movement  into  the  objective  area.  In  planning  Intra- 
Theater  Airborne  Operations,  consideration  should  always  be  given  to  use  of  airmo¬ 
bile  assaults  in  conjunction  with  Airborne  Assaults  and  to  use  airmobile  forces  as 
a  reserve. 


c.  Air  Movement  Plan:  The  Air  Movement  Plan  involves  preparation  of  Air 
Loading  Tables  (prepared  by  Army),  selection  of  loading  sites  and  flight  routes 
(prepared  by  the  troop  carrier)  from  the  departure  airfield.  If  move  than  one  unit 
is  involved,  an  Air  Movement  -Table  must  be  preoared.  &  manifesting  aircraft  loads 
the  key  is  to  cross  load  personnel  so  that  the  men  exit  the  aircraft  in  the  area  of 
the  Drop  Zone  that  corresponds  to  his  initial  assembly  area,  ther  y  permitting 
quicker  assembly  and  leas  movemant  on  the  part  of  the  individuals  to  reach  their 
assembly  areaa.  If  a  brigade  size  operation  is  planned,  then  the  brigade  must  block 
out  a  number  of  aircraft  for  each  unit  and  establish  the  priority  or  order  of  air¬ 
craft  manifesting  is  the  responsibility  of  each  specific  unit. 

d.  Marshalling  Plan:  The  Marshalling  Plan  involves  movement  to  temporary 
camps,  (if  required)  movement  to  loading  sites,  And  loading  of  personnel  and  heavy 
equipment.  The  SU  prepares  the  Marshalling  Plan. 

2.  Since  Airborne  Operations  are  "joint  operations"  a  Joint  Planning  Conference 
is  reouired  early  in  the  planning.  The  purpose  of  this  conference  is  to  arri+e  at 
complete  agreement  and  firm  decisions  on  the  various  aspects  of  the  operation.  The 
decisions  arrived  at  become  the  basis  upon  which  both  the  An sjr  tactical  unit  ccnman- 
der  and  the  troop  carrier  unit  ccnmander  publish  their  orders.  The  S3  should  be 
prepared  to  present  the  following  information  at  the  Joint  Planning  Conference. 

a.  Number  of  personnel  to  jump, 

b.  Amount  and  type  of  heavy  eauicmsnt  to  be  dropped, 

c.  Number  of  CDS  loads  to  be  drooped  if  any. 

d.  Drop  Zone  location,  pinpointed  on  four  corners  by  six-digit  coordinates. 
Also,  the  location  of  the  desired  impact  point  (IP)  for  both  personnel  and  heavy  eouip- 
ment.  Aerial  photographs  of  the  Drop  Zone  should  be  considered  a  must  for  planning 
and  coordination  of  these  points. 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Inclosure  3 


vw 


CONFIDENTIAL 


o.  Desire i  jump  altitude  and  size  of  sticks.  These  two  points  along  with 
the  aircraft  formation  are  normally  debatable  as  the  Air  Force  will  have  their  views 
also.  The  Air  Force  will  provide  necessary  information  on  turn-around  times  and 
flight  times  to  the  objective  area. 

f.  The  Air  Force  will  want  to  know  what  type  weather  delays  are  desired  and 
a  rendezvous  point  must  be  agreed  uoon  whore  the  Army  Commander  and  Troop  lift  Comman¬ 
der  can  meet  early  on  D  -  Day  to  make  a  Joint  weather  decision. 

g.  A  cods  wrd  to  be  used  in  the  event  of  a  no- jump  situation  or  for  recall 
of  the  aircraft  mus\  oe  srstablish<-»i. 

h.  radio  callsigns  an u  irrquencies  must  be  exchanged  and  should  include 
VHF  and  UHF, 

i.  On  Operation  JUNCTION  COT,  a  TAC  Air  preparation  of  ono  hour  and  Lfi 
minutes  was  used.  In  addition,  helicopter  gunships  were  used  to  escort  the  troop 
carriers  on  the  last  5  minutes  to  the  DZ  and  they  remained  in  the  area  during  the 
early  stages  of  the  assembly, 

j.  A  time  icr  the  Joint  Load  Inspection  conducted  by  a  Brigade  representa¬ 
tive  and  USAF  representative  must  be  oauablished, 

k.  The  Air  Force  will  provide  the  time  that  the  aircraft  will  be  available 
for  loading,  station  t:'_re,  take  off  time,  flight  time,  and  aircraft  parking  plan. 

l.  If  a  FAC  is  used  to  mark  the  Drop  Zone,  the  color  smoke  used  and  its 
meaning  must  be  agreed  upon  during  the  planning  conference.  On  this  point,  the  FAC 
can  use  his  WP  rockets  very  effectively  for  marking  the  IP  on  the  DZ, 

3.  The  employment  of  airborne  forces  is  normally  visualized  as  an  Inter-fhoater 
Operation  aimed  at  achieving  strategic' surprise  and  positioning  forces  in  strategic 
areas  where  other  means  of  positioning  cannot  be  used,  Ccoiideration  should  be  given 
to  the  employment  of  airborne  forces  in  Intra-Theater  operations  whenever  significant 
advantage  in  tactical  surprise  can  be  gained  by  the  sudden,  undetected,  mass  delivery 
of  troops.  Although  parachute  delivery  of  troops  and  ermmeirt  is  a  relatively  ine¬ 
fficient  method  of  introduction,  the  combat  envirement  of  the  Vietnam  Theater  often 
lends  itself  to  this  type  employment.  The  shifting  of  operations  from  one  location 
to  another  about  the  country  reeruires  considerable  air  movement  and  positioning  of 
forces  before  operations  can  begin.  When  multiple  units  are  involved  in  one  rat ions, 
there  is  always  a  greater  demand  for  helicopter  lift  than  there  are  helicopters  to 
provide  support.  Often  a  significant  advantage  can  be  gained  introducing  airborne 
forces  directly  into  an  operation,  Intra-Theater  employment  of  airborne  forces  can 
be  particularly  advantageous  when  employed  in  conjunction  with  other  forces. 
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RESUME  OF  CCMBAT  PARACHIT  ASSAULT 


The  following  c assents  are  a  re suae  of  the  planniig  and  organisation  for  the 
Caabat  Parachute  Assault  conducted  on  22  February  1967# 

All  planning  was  oriented  tc  support  the  ground  tactical  plan.  The  ground 
tactical  plan  was  designed  to  acccesplish  the  Task  Force’s  basic  assigned  mission 
of  security  for  the  173ci  Airborne  Brigade's  CP,  Brigade  Fire  Support  Base  and  ths 
heavy  drop  zone.  The  Cccnanders  plan  was  to  be  executed  in  three  (3)  phases. 

Phase  I  -  Three  (3)  .‘j/le  casualties  after  landing  on  the  DZ  would  move  to  the  edges 
of  the  DZ  and  establish  security  and  are vent  the  enemy  from  placing  observed  fire 
or  ’ha  D*.  Each  coop any  was  given  approximately  one-third  of  the  area  to  secure, 
for  example,  Company  A  would  secure  the  north  edge  and  one-half  of  the  northeast 
portion  of  the  DZ,  Ccsmany  l  would  secure  the  southwestern  end  and  portions  of  the 
north  and  southeastern  sides,  Company  C  would  secure  one-half  of  the  northeastern 
end  and  the  majority  of  the  south  a  astern  side ,  Reeon  Platoon  would  be  the  TF  reserve. 
Phase  II  -  the  rifle  companies,  which  were  now  assembled  by  virtue  of  the  leading 
plan  (explained  below),  and  the  assembly  elan  contract  the  perimeter  to  lecure  the 
heavy  drop  zone  (HDZ),  This  was  reasonable  when  the  size  of  the  personnel  DZ  (1000’ 
x  6000’ )  and  the  HDZ  (500'  x  1200' )  are  caa cared,  Bach  rifle  company  retained  its 
relative  nosition  with  the  adjacent  rifle  companies.  Phase  III  -  also  included  a 
contraction  of  the  perimeter.  The  basic  reouirenent  during  this  phase  was  to  secure 
the  Brigade  CP  and  the  Fire  Support  Baso,  Each  of  the  three  chases  were  executed  on 
D  -  Day.  On  D  +  1  thru  D  -f  6,  the  battalion  would  expand  the  perimeter  at  0830  hours 
to  secure  the  HDZ  (ftiase  II)  and  at  approximately  1700  hours,  the  perimeter  would 
contract  to  execute  ftiase  III. 

To  support  the  ground  tactical  plan,  the  entire  Task  Force  was  cross  loaded  aboard 
33  C-130  aircraft  with  60  passengers  in  each,  f:>.“  a  total  force  of  780  combat  troops. 

On  the  majority  of  the  aircraft,  each’ rifle  ecemcny  was  given  10  spaces  and  the  remain¬ 
der  were  given  to  KdC/2/503d  Infantry,  Alpha  Battery,  3/319th  Artillery  and  support 
element:  from  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate), 

The  first  priority  was  to  get  as  many  infantry  on  ins  ground  as  soon  as  possible. 
This  had  to  be  considered  because  although  the  DZ  had  a  flight  length  of  approximately 
26  seconds,  two  passes  would  be  required  to  deliver  all  of  the  personnel  in  the  Task 
Force.  Company  B  wa3  givyn  the  first  five  spaces  by  sach  door.  Company  A  was  given 
ths  next  10  spaces  for  the  left  door,  and  Company  C  was  civm  the  next  10  spaces  for 
the  right  door.  This  was  Just  t>e  basic  start  of  cross  1- ceding  which  would  place  the 
personnel  from  the  rifle  conraam.es  on  the  DZ  in  the  area  uney  would  secure.  The  de¬ 
tail  cross  loading  was  accomplished  by  the  rifle  company  cost  anders  when  they  filled 
their  allotted  spaces  on  each  aircraft  with  personnel  from  earh  platoon.  This  tech¬ 
nique  permitted  the  members  of  a  platoon  to  all  land  in  close  proximity  to  each  other 
because  they  all  had  occupied  the  same  relative  position  on  different  aircraft. 

On  21  February,  the  Battalion  S4  drew  all  air  items  that  were  reouired  for  tha 
parachute  assault,  Ch  the  afternoon  of  the  21st,  the  entire  Task  Force  was  assembled 
and  briefed  bv  the  Task  Force  Coamander.  Jumpmasters  assembled  their  chalks  and 
issued  shoe  taes  to  each  soldier,  because  of  the  technique  of  detailed  cross  loading, 
it  was  felt  that  the  regular  manifest  would  not  work  at  t^is  phase  and  was  made  an 
item  of  record  at  comnany  level  with  copies  forwarded  to  the  Battalion  SI.  The  shoe 
tag,  which  was  filled  out  to  contain  the  same  information  as  a  mani.'sst,  contained 
four  parts.  The  fourth  part  was  given  to  the  Jumpmaster,  the  first  part  was  tied 
to  the  kit  bag  with  parts  two  and  three  intact.  The  Jumpmaster  then  moved  their 
personnel  to  the  air  item  issue  point  located  at  the  Battalion  S4  Office.  After  all 
air  items  were  arawr.,  all  equipment  was  packed  in  the  appropriate  container  and  para¬ 
chutes  were  fitted  er.d  checked.  All  equipment  was  then  stored  in  prescribe  buildings 
to  bs  guarded  during  the  night.  Jumpmasters  then  conducted  their  detail  briefing 
which  was  outlined  for  them  that  morning.  Their  briefing  included  such  things  as 
PLF'j  (Parachute  Landing  Falls)  and  emergency  landing  techniques. 


Ihclosure  4 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Co  22  February,  rehiciss  arrived  In  the  marshalling  area  (Camp  Zirm)  where  the 
entire  Task  Force  had  soeM.  tha  night  of  21  February.  The  trucks  moved  to  the  storage 
areas  and  juspaasters  asstmbled  'heir  chalks.  All  equipment  was  secured  and  tb j  per¬ 
sonnel  loaded  by  chalks  to  depart  for  the  airfield. 

The  order  of  march  was  not  in  numerical  seonsnce  but  in  accordance  to  the  air¬ 
craft  parking  plan.  All  aircraft  were  -csitioned  prior  to  the  arrival  of  the  Task 
Force  at  the  departure  cir.'isld,  Upon  arrival,  each  chalk  load  was  set  by  a  guide 
guides  carried  a  numbered  sign  which  vss  the  sane  a?  the  chalk  rasher)  who  led 
that  chalk  to  the  awaiting  aircraft. 

The  soldiers  of '-loaded  frat  the  trucks  and  moved  along  ths  side*  of  their 
cnallc,  The  distance  traveled  by  each  soldier  did  not  exceed  100  feet  and  was  such 
less  in  sost  cases.  This  procedure  was  designed  to  conserve  the  energy  of  the  soldier, 
save  tise,  and  reduce  the  distance  the  soldiers  would  have  to  walk  with  their  equip- 
aen*  and  PAS  bags  when  loading  the  aircraft. 

The  aircraft  began  departing  at  220S25H  February.  The  first  ear.  gasped  at  0900H 
with  the  last  at  0910H,  Assembly  problems  were  reduced  primarily  because  of  two 
things:  cross  leading  and  the  initial  reqairaEent  to  move  rapidly  to  the  flanks  of 
the  DZ, 

The  normal  control  measures  were  used  such  as  assembly  areas  (During  *hase  II) 
smoke  and  colored  balloons.  Initially,  smoke  was  thrown  to  give  direction  to  Ihoee 
soldiers  who  may  have  became  disoriented  daring  descent.  During  Fhase  II,  it  was 
thrown  in  the  unit  assembly  areas.  Balloons  were  al^o  flown  at  this  time. 

In  conclusion;  the  effectiveness  cf  this  parachute  assault  was  due  in  large 
to  the  results  of  Isssons  learned  during  the  two  practice  Parachute  Itnroe  executed 
in  October  and  Hovember  19o6.  The  soldiers  were  well  tr&iaad.  They  had  been  in  com¬ 
bat  and  knew  what  to  exoect ,  but  more  iaoortant,  they  did  what  was  expected  of  them. 
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listed  belcw  are  the  individual  participants  of  the  Coefcat  Parachute  Assault 
of  22  February  1967.  This  listed  is  broken  down  into  tvs  separate  groups:  key 
personnel  and  other  soldiers  conducting  ths  jonp.  It  has  not  been  the  intent  to 
sligirt.  the  Talus  of  any  one  person's  participation,  bat  rather  to  gira  due  credit 
to  those  who  ahh/ed  the  burden  in  dinning,  organisation  for  ths  final  execution  of 
this  C«bat  Amsp. 

Raster  of  far  Personnel 


Brigade  H3C 


POTT 

JWtE/S Bsncs  SR 

GRADE 

Brigade  Colander 

Deans,  John  S.  Jr, 

SO  021835 

Brig  Gan 

Brigade  SOM 

Krsich,  Robert  A 

RA  16228228 

S9t  E9 

S3 

Peters,  Elmer  R. 

HP  059198 

LTC 

Ajst  to  Bde  Qsdr 

Formerly  Spt  Btn  Qsdr 

Siska,  John  R. 

CUC  038281 

LTC 

Bde  Surgeon 

Risna,  Eiaar 

KC  088395 

1TC 

Senior  ALO 

19th  TASS  CP90 

Bieo  Roe  APB 

Burros,  Henry  V. 

FR  26182 

LTC 

S3  Plans  Officer 

Crag),  Roger  L. 

Inf  088360 

KAJ 

SI 

Bethks,  Gerald  R. 

DTP  075927 

MAJ 

S2 

McCoy,  Georgs  R. 

HP  092186 

KAJ 

SI 

Falser,  Villi  an  T. 

HP  076188 

MAJ 

S5 

Anderson,  Janes  L. 

HP  066656 

MAJ 

Signal  Officer 

Darling,  Gregory 

S1G  099812 

MAJ 

Prorost  Marshall 

Friend,  Bernard  D. 

MFC  091927 

MAJ 

Bits  Ariation  Officer 

Utanan,  Charles  D, 

HP  082373 

KAJ 

Bdo  PIO 

Dixon,  Allen  C.  Jr, 

077363 

MAJ 

51st  Chen  Dot  (Mr 

Carr,  Milton  B. 

QtCL  089801 

CPT  . 
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GRABS 

Bde  Chaplain 

Gigliello,  Zarier  Cr. 

0997810 

ETC 

Asst  Bde  Chaplain 

Walker,  Conrad  K. 

05500122 

MAJ 

Asst  S2 

Motehette,  Clande  R. 

AHTT  086173 

CPT 

Asst  S3 

Clark,  Penl  C.  Jr. 

IMF  106079 

CPT 

Bde  Arty  LMO 

Cole.  Robert  H. 

009832 

CP? 

UlfiP  Cadr 

S/17th  Car 

ftiiUiee,  Alan  B. 

087310 

CPr 

172d  MI  Dot  Cfcdr 

B««an,  Harry  R. 

05307180 

CPT 

Asst  Bde  Si?  Officer 

Me  Cateer,  Peter  J. 

Sig  OF  101586 

CPT 

S3  Air 

Ward,  Peter  H. 

IMF  092977 

CPT 

Acting  Aide  de  Caep 

Kozden,  Janes  P. 

IMF  OF  101621 

CPT 

ALO 

Callaghan,  Janes  T. 

FH  56232 

CPT 

Asst  Bde  S5 

Berrie  Darid  J. 

IMF  05236366 

IK 

S2  Operations  SGT 

May,  Killian  K. 

HA  15256759 

MSGK8 

S3  Operations  SGT 

Ways,  Harold  A. 

RA  4H93224 

MSGM8 

Asst  Operations  3GT 

Asbvood,  Benjanin  H. 

RA  13636303 

SFC  E7 

S4  Operations  SGT 

Rise,  Dana  V, 

RA  13255002 

H9GE8 

RfcS  Btrr  3 /319th 

BR  ZO 

Mocntel,  Robert 

OF  105495 

MAJ 

Bn  CO 

Hardin,  Willi* 

05913? 

ETC 

A/3/319th  Arty 

Btry  CO 

Anderson,  Charles  C.  Jr, 

CPT 
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?v50?D  Is? 

pun 

sj#s/SH?::3  he 

saws 

Bn  CO 

Sigholts.  «*ari  H. 

<S?6li 

ETC 

Pto  XO 

V(U»,  Henrr 

072431 

KA* 

sex 

Proffitt,  Siwrd  A, 
ki  142S9SC1 

SCX  (X9^ 

33 

rMlltpa,  Dca 

091352 

*AJ 

SI 

JarsMa,  iowfc  S. 

05320176 

CPT 

32 

Villoogh'bj-,  Lacranea 

05310556 

CPT 

95  Coapeny  CO 

In*ranj-,j3fcn  P. 

05009633 

CPT 

Aaat  S3 

Baty,  Hobart 

OP  104765 

XET 

1 

i 

CO 

Cans,  KArin  H.  J,  vr. 

096628 

CPT 

13BT 

Plgiaa,  Loci*  T. 

HA  13263706 

1SCT  3S 

Pit  Ur 

OMos,  John  J. 

05-327-302 

IX? 

nt  l* 

Ptaarton,  Arthur  E, 

05-326864 

IE? 

Pit  Mr 

Saw,  Pa3asr  M. 

05329639 

2ET 

Pit  Ldr 

O'laary,  Barth oiaaiaa 

05329696 

ZU 

B/2/50M  SsfaiAiy 

CO 

Xaplan,  Kacarth 

086347 

CPT 

israr 

Lawls,  Donald  1. 

*A  20377774 

1SGT 

Pit  Ur 

Htehall,  Hobart 

05713470 

3ET 
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XJKS/SSR7ICS  si 

-kAES 

Tit  Idr 

Fat,  Robert  C. 

CSF  105953 

SIT 

fit  Idr 

^•dha*,  Donald  F. 

05  325Wk 

1LT 

Pit  Idr 

MeSin,  vmias  F. 

05325134 

1LT 

Fit  Idr 

Collsa,  Krnwsth  A, 

02321802 

2ET 

C/2/503d  Infantry 

CO 

Carney,  Thrqtt  P, 

098627 

CPT 

IStJT 

Iwria,  FOaard  F.  Jr 

SA  12275211 

IflGT  *8 

Pit  Idr 

0«c?wr,  Albert  K. 

05020511 

uar 

Fit  Idr 

Pdal,  Alfred  3. 

05329250 

nr 

Pit  Idr 

Csllshi,  Vslbara  ju  3r. 

9  105132 

n? 

Fit  Idr 

Hollis,  Joseph  P.  dr 

05327702 

in 

Is  addition  to  thoss  cited  abort,  the  following  inditl  await  won  ■wdirrs  of  the 
Airbomt  Task  Tares  which  sxscctsd  tbs  ecsfcct  ymp  mt  22  Fetmaxy  1967. 

HBC/2/5tttd  jsfaatrr 


UB 

«A» 

ASX 

Fisc bar,  Deane 

SSG 

HA  56120672 

Scott.  Sml 

SGT 

OS  55923250 

Cols,  Essnsth 

SBk 

OS  55781128 

Hatcher,  Drayton 

PSG 

EA  23175632 

Gardnsr,  Cicero 

SGT 

HA  12597691 

Sadsaae,  Braes 

S?k 

HA  15835M8 

Sbcfcts,  Daosld  C. 

PTC 

OS  52050706 

DsssbUss,  Socbju 

PFC 

OS  51579631 

Socha,  KLchard 

SPk 

HA  18731651 

Taylor,  Bofcert  V. 

SPk 

HA  13645512 

Burnetts,  Larry  G. 

SPk 

HA  H9I6196 
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KggS 

Dockery,  Willard 
&ighn,  Cecil.  R 
Jaynes,  Ricnard 
McDonald,  31a on  D. 
Byers ,  Terrence 
Kendall,  Robert 
Sins,  Deborah 
Haggard,  Roy 
Beaver,  Gerald 
Hesse,  David 
Hassler,  Gerald 
Rowland,  Leslie 
Durham,  Clyde 
Crowe,  Marion 
Kelley,  Donald 
Lmbraio,  Andrew 
Moffett,  Herbert 
Gantt,  Hethonie 
Brown,  Joe 
Tipton,  Doyle 
Laraon  George 
Kbits rt,  Gary' 
fuller,  John 
Dee,  Manfred 
White,  Jehue 
Sanders,  Donald 
Cohen,  Thcnas 
Guerra,  Pedro 
Meunier,  Glenn  W, 
Maya,  Jesse 


12b 


Anur  i  np  a  it  i 
uwiir  i  uu  is  i  i 


AL 


GRADE 

ASM 

SFC 

RA  24962835 

SP4 

US  54364302 

SGT 

RA  51456555 

PFC 

RA  18751516 

P7T 

RA  15733376 

MSG 

RA  54061795 

SOT 

RA  39402781 

SP4 

US  52643395 

?FC 

US  53406716 

1LT 

05326288 

SP4 

US  53405578 

SP4 

US  515*16259 

PFC 

RA  12771859 

SSG 

RA  52378447 

SP4 

US  5639482? 

SP4 

US  55834834 

PFC 

RA  19874632 

SP4 

RA  13856729 

SGT 

RA  14489896 

SP4 

RA  14857627 

SP4 

RA  19860902 

SP4 

RA  16829803 

PFC 

RA  14898563 

PFC 

RA  11550078 

PFC 

us  56624570 

VFC 

RA  10820993 

SP4 

RA  19411502 

SP4 

RA  18643888 

SSG 

RA  2793758** 

SP4 

US  56379943 
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ME 

GRADE 

ASM 

Stranbersky,  Robert 

SP4 

CS  56379943 

Jehnscn,  >cr»?<*l 

PFC 

TO  55832902 

Abernathy,  Ronald 

SP4 

TO  55835235 

Caatanada,  Feloaeno 

PFC 

RA  26249972 

Scarino,  August ino 

SP4 

RA  12738938 

Wright,  Evander 

PFC 

re  53409607 

Gray,  Frank 

SOT 

RA  18693152 

John* on,  Junes 

PFC 

TO  53343224 

Rodriques,  Santoe 

SSG 

RA  13534564 

Hudson,  Jack 

SP4 

RA  19739935 

Sows,  Clarence 

SP4 

RA  19345641 

Holaea,  J,  T. 

PFC 

TO  54363073 

Rasar,  Clifford 

PFC 

RA  13650579 

Donohue,  Thonaa 

PFC 

RA  14324751 

Fernandes,  Gilbert 

PFC 

RA  19340009 

Spagnola,  Charles 

PFC 

RA  133327a 

Detten,  Willlan 

SGT 

RA  18715660 

Warbalow,  Finer 

SP4 

RA  17737496 

Johnson,  Robert 

3P4 

TO  51575524 

Roehl,  Gary 

PFC 

RA  17737501 

Lester,  Michael 

PFC 

RA  16844302 

Dcabrovsld.,  Larry 

SOT 

RA  16634122 

Mahona,  Janes 

SGT 

RA  13643774 

Foaell,  Marcus  M. 

SSG 

RA  14272096 

Taylor,  Robert 

SP5 

RA  16629779 

Cortes,  Miguel 

SP4 

RA  18752765 

Pendleton,  Ronald 

PFC 

RA  17701342 

Parker,  Harold 

3P4 

RA  14905644 

Johnson,  David 

SGT 

RA  14761534 

Corbitt,  Alfred 

SSG 

RA  24635093 
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NAME 

GRADE 

ASM 

Nison,  Milton 

SSG 

RA  33996263 

Allen,  Johnny 

PFC 

RA  14889502 

Harris,  Hohn 

SGT 

US  53407940 

Booksr,  Richard 

PFC 

US  56401664 

Chass  Walter 

SGT 

US  53401381 

Wamic,  Ben 

PFC 

RA  12737869 

Leader,  Williaa 

PFC 

RA  19884901 

Morris,  Robert 

PFC 

RA  11701909 

Dillon,  Janes  D, 

CPI. 

RA  14489824 

Hand,  Janes 

PFC 

RA  14967545 

Leibowitip  Brace 

PFC 

RA  12754748 

Kin*,  Harold 

SP4 

RA  13868529 

Myers,  Donald 

SGT 

RA  16 743478 

Ham,  Williaa 

PFC 

RA  11182559 

Miller,  Ira  D. 

SP4 

RA  19852570 

Seith,  Donald 

CPT 

OF  105827 

Roundtree,  John 

SSG 

RA  14505542 

Richardson,  Charles 

SP6 

RA  13472514 

Grant,  Frederick 

SP5 

RA  51416047 

Wallace,  Raymond 

SP5 

RA  16570282 

Gleason,  Arthur 

prr 

RA  12714828 

Botaan,  Edvard 

SGT 

RA  13831707 

Howard,  Robert 

PSG 

RA  16542145 

Wen tel,  Thomas 

1LT 

05325335 

Crews,  Ti* 

SP5 

US  53400614 

Saigth,  Gregory 

SP4 

RA  14917604 

Smith,  Williaa 

PFC 

RA  15740288 

Fisher,  Alton 

PFC 

US  56408170 

Harrey,  Jack 

PFC 

RA  14857385 

Jaekscn,  Carl 

SP4 

US  53382422 
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wunt 

ft©Al* 

WtMMU 

Acrif 

Kart i,  Leroy 

PFC 

RA  17300016 

Stickler,  Rexford  V. 

1LT 

05325327 

Mitchell,  Gerald 

ISO 

RA  17224872 

Griffin,  David 

SPA 

HA  1A92252A 

Mills,  Jerome 

CPA 

RA  14853390 

Thompeon,  Gary 

PFC 

RA  187&762 

Ssith,  Charles 

PFC 

OS  53382408 

Allen,  Eddie 

PFC 

RA  14895519 

Clark,  Gene 

PFC 

US  53A00550 

Drayton,  Johnny 

SPA 

RA  18734571 

Whitehead,  Curtis 

SPA 

OS  51556808 

Ac  fall®,  Joae 

PFC 

03  50010A62 

Wilson,  James 

PFC 

OS  56393252 

Warner,  Larry 

SFC 

RA  1954252 2 

Kajera,  Richard 

PFC 

03  56396056 

Abrham,  Thomas 

1LT 

CP  104583 

Carter,  Timothy 

PIT 

RA  19825363 

Hicks,  Dortch 

PFC 

RA  14909353 

Harmon,  Kennetn 

SSG 

RA  53309001 

Dineen,  John 

PFC 

OS  51561987 

adder,  Klly 

PFC 

OS  55823957 

Yaglio,  Rafel  A. 

SSG 

RA  21936414 

Mavrondls,  Stergios 

1LT 

050162a 

Skornpa,  Sorgo rt  D, 

SFC 

RA  55374515 

Fitsroy,  James 

SPA 

RA  12725084 

Short,  Lee 

SPA 

RA  1A9UA91 

Tan  Wagner,  Raymond 

SPA 

RA  12735250 

Patton,  George 

PFC 

RA  32765135 

Elders,  Sylvester 

PFC 

OS  53394274 

Lindsey,  William 

SPA 

OS  56693574 

>^^3S5  CSSKOJW-^-w^ 
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HAMS 

GRAIK 

ASH 

Dillard,  John 

SP5 

RA  14771176 

Rica,  Harley  0. 

SP4 

RA  19361317 

Borba,  Robert 

PPC 

US  56402385 

Hall,  Albert 

PTC 

RA  11856140 

Lee,  Lather 

SP4 

RA  14920904 

Chain,  Willie 

PPC 

RA  14932561 

Guerra,  Pedro 

SP4 

RA  18643888 

Johnson,  Darid 

SGT 

RA  14761584 

Sebaation,  Gerald 

SGT 

US  52627298 

Solle,  Terence 

PPC 

RA  16833099 

A/2/503d  Infant rr 

Anderson,  Donald  E. 

SP4 

RA  16841981 

Done  an,  Dallas 

PPC 

RA  13869343 

TUos,  Woodrow 

PPC 

RA  14925492 

Gregory,  Ronnie 

PFC 

RA  56407046 

Wilson,  Raymond  X. 

SP4 

RA  15740146 

Ison,  Tony 

PFC 

us  56411507 

Baras,  Charles  W, 

PPC 

us  51560450 

Harris,  Greg  JT, 

PFC 

RA  16873019 

Lot art,  Michael 

PPC 

RA  17727181 

Perkins,  Paul  S. 

PFC 

RA  19877493 

Sanches,  Rickie 

SSG 

RA  19726172 

Sally,  John 

SP4 

RA  13258754 

Cooper,  Jackie 

SP4 

RA  12862381 

Rogers,  Dennis 

SP4 

RA  19825252 

Wiseman,  Larry  L. 

PPC 

RA  1985252 2 

Hart,  Lamen 

PPC 

RA  13461833 

Teafel,  Thasaa 

PPC 

RA  13877839 

Crowder,  Alonso 

PPC 

US  52638963 

Wlls cn, Terry 

PPC 

Us  50202595 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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mm 

ASH 

Dalai  eh,  Loyd 

PFC 

RA  15803702 

Villi*,  Richard 

SOT 

RA  53380727 

Whiteman,  Kormald 

PFC 

RA  15748866 

McKachin,  John  R. 

8P4 

RA  12737297 

Toting,  Joseph 

SP4 

RA  19858515 

Booth,  Robert  L, 

PFC 

RA  11564619 

Hall,  Leon 

PFC 

RA  10972426 

Craig,  Gary  P. 

PFC 

RA  19825654 

Gibson,  Burrell 

PFC 

CS  53373744 

O' Kelley,  Rick 

PFC 

ns  53393744 

Fumerton,  Arthur  E, 

1LT 

05326884 

Degregrio,  Daniel 

PFC 

RA  12750752 

Walder,  Ephron 

3GT 

RA  52373607 

tajacvsky,  Robert 

PFC 

RA  19875036 

Green,  Larry 

PFC 

DS  56389396 

Carrier,  Villi* 

PFC 

RA  11462312 

Bar so,  Randolph  E. 

PFC 

RA  17739831 

Florence,  Theddis 

PFC 

US  54400961 

Tucker,  Ronald 

PFC 

DS  53559218 

Bobowalci,  Jan 

SSG 

RA  10812753 

Everson,  Wesley 

SSG 

RA  165837a 

Reynolds,  Willi* 

PFC 

RA  16811776 

Kerch*,  Walter 

SP4 

DS  56395760 

Tyree,  Edward  M. 

PFC 

DS  53407913 

Mac*,  David  G, 

PFC 

RA  13869168 

Anstlne,  Mark 

PFC 

DS  54308394 

Cutbirth,  Harry 

PFC 

RA  10887259 

Lyteyn,  Michael 

PFC 

OS  53249875 

Hayes,  Johnie 

SSG 

RA  19276172 

Gonsales,  Leroy 

SSG 

RA  19507652 

Crowford,  Dana 

PFC 

RA  18745047 
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KM 

Henderson,  Csrl 

3  SO 

RA  17448073 

Renfro,  Konu 

PTC 

RA  14910695 

Steith,  David 

SP4 

RA  13945002 

Maeko,  John 

PTC 

RA  12755470 

Schults,  Peter 

SP4 

RA  16829763 

Fonchee,  Henry 

PTC 

CS  52620541 

Johnson,  Williaa 

SP4 

TO  54364200 

Monks,  Thsodor* 

SP4 

TO  52643831 

Krnst,  Gary 

PTC 

RA  17719323 

Latter,  Leroy 

PTC 

TO  53402775 

Host sc k,  Leon 

P30 

RA  16233087 

Will  tens,  Richard  L. 

SSG 

RA  13363425 

Ladas,  Robert 

PTC 

RA  13858022 

Schrasa,  Ucholaa 

PTC 

RA  12753076 

Green,  Charlie 

SGT 

TO  53469612 

Harooolna,  John 

PTC 

RA  19845719 

V.ieeler,  Joeepk  C. 

PTC 

RA  19863405 

Cleveland,  Wayne 

PTC 

RA  11566811 

Kelley,  Stephen 

SP4 

RA  14920672 

Adair,  Dannie 

PTC 

RA  13875047 

Koare,  Ronald  C. 

SP4 

RA  19863551 

Richard,  John 

SP4 

RA  17701514 

Watson,  Leon 

PTC 

RA  12842461 

Walter,  Charlie 

PTC 

RA  14960688 

Bents,  Edward 

PTC 

RA  15832730 

Farrow,  WUllaa 

SOT 

RA  26755715 

Pendar  ivee,  Sylvester 

PTC 

RA  12691932 

Vellossi,  Lanren  J. 

SP4 

RA  12732989 

Gilbert,  Willie 

SP4 

TO  53430012 

Seett,  Walter  R. 

SP4 

RA  15909902 
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MAKE 

GRADE 

ASH 

Pshaw,  David 

SP4 

TO  51569693 

Heepert,  Daalal 

SPA 

RA  168245*6 

fare*#,  ftraaei • 

5P4 

RA  16824586 

Ttsc*i,  Arthur 

PTC 

RA  1489669? 

Banley,  Gcnsale 

PTC 

RA  18774358 

Kapatanakoa,  Glann 

PTC 

RA  14967204 

Weissenbach  or,  Varren 

PPC 

RA  14967204 

Die  knar,  Gregory 

PPC 

US  50808335 

Hickna,  John  R. 

SSG 

RA  17484116 

Burnette,  Thoaaa 

PPC 

RA  18743890 

Taylor,  Thoaaa 

SPA 

OS  51340552 

Hood,  Bobby 

PPC 

RA  14888783 

Essie,  Itaesel 

PPC 

RA  12768843 

Stephana,  Derid 

SPA 

RA  14925888 

Speara,  Patrick 

PPC 

RA  14889406 

CRoorke,  Edannd 

PPC 

RA  11467659 

Sshanb,  Kelvin  G. 

PPC 

RA  11449302 

Reece,  Gery  J. 

SPA 

RA  16839183 

Goodie,  Kerne  11 

SPA 

US  54365681 

Ulloe,  Francises 

PPC 

HS  50011975 

Hunt,  Fml  L. 

PPC 

HS  55823966 

Ebary,  Valter  K, 

PPC 

RA  12733627 

Bertrand,  Arlan  A. 

PPC 

CS  5?3877U 

Card,  Vincent  V. 

SSG 

RA  17391829 

Qaartenua,  Theodore  K, 

SPA 

ns  56329135 

Swart*,  Char  lea 

PPC 

RA  12748599 

Broun,  Harvey 

PPC 

RA  16870385 

Karlea,  Jeff 

PPC 

RA  14902790 

Eliott,  Karlen 

SPA 

RA  16839043 

Garber,  Robert 

'PC 

RA  13865843 
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Meholla,  William  H. 

PPC 

RA  12757502 

Xinehew,  Roy  a. 

SP 4 

DS  54365195 

Gregory,  Ronnie 

PPC 

RA  564070(6 

©♦■ally,  Rich 

PPC 

03  533937AA 

k/2/5C8d  Infantry 

Adams,  Mack  J. 

P9G 

RA  14538868 

Wood,  Harris 

SGP 

RA  24770212 

Clelaad,  Harry  T, 

SP4 

RA  1653 1201 

Cory,  John  K, 

SPA 

OS  55835"33 

Qrseaman,  Gary  J, 

SPA 

RA  1383U16 

Knapp,  Themes  J. 

PPC 

RA  U9I7095 

Banka,  Holly 

PPC 

RA  13761459 

0*Doemll,  Richard  S. 

SPA 

RA  19868181 

■arable,  Kart  in  H. 

SGT 

RA  16634782 

Bronr.,  Donald  V. 

SGT 

RA  14825305 

Fanrod,  Arthur 

PPC 

RA  16877661 

Schwartz,  Janas  J. 

SPA 

OS  52647967 

■ora,  Willi*  a. 

PPC 

RA  14921291 

Winters,  Jon 

SPA 

HA  14915660 

Xlgin,  Robert  G. 

SPA 

RA  19862498 

Kathews,  Gordon 

PPC 

RA  16831020 

Wirth,  David  1. 

SGT 

RA  14773845 

Riebburg,  Jerry 

SPA 

DS  534VS71 

Jamgerui,  Bolalio 

PPC 

OS  54365133 

Hlnoro,  Frank 

PPC 

DS  51605453 

Patrick,  Gary  T, 

PPC 

RA  18764937 

■ajar,  Hanry 

SPA 

DS  53402876 

Payee,  Jeeee 

SPA 

DS  53381812 

Shoemaker,  Sands 

PPC 

DS  53403078 

Saitk,  Mathew  T. 

PPC 

RA  11465729 
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ASM 

tuw«r,  Leonard 

m 

RA  1769A63C 

field,  Villian  B. 

FTC 

RA  1A9U365 

Strode,  Jams  H, 

PSG 

RA  53066A99 

Yates,  Reginald 

SPA 

RA  13888U5 

Shirley,  oaai 

PTC 

RA  18722006 

Mtsgerald,  Eldon 

S3G 

RA13A36832 

Ser laager,  Samel 

3GT 

RA  18685839 

Brmoetoueki,  Slgnond 

SPA 

RA  127A2707 

Stevens,  Wilber 

PTC 

OS  52648210 

Jardine,  Gene 

PTC 

OS  6001A176 

Johnson,  Demis  C. 

prr 

os  56402388 

Bell,  Janes  H. 

SPA 

OS  5A3&5628 

Brow,  George 

SGT 

RA  5263UA5 

Salth,  Richard 

PTC 

RA  18755359 

Rodrigue  a.  Carles 

SPA 

RA  5155323S 

Austin,  Janes  3. 

PTC 

RA  13989A53 

Bright,  Ralph 

SGT 

OS  53399579 

Tseng,  Eduard 

SPA 

os  53403003 

Gooch,  Calvin  C. 

SGT 

RA  1A810778 

Bales?,  John 

PTC 

RA  12768757 

Saith,  Gary  D. 

PIT 

RA  17738127 

Baker,  Dale  V. 

SPA 

os  56392052 

Basse,  Richard 

PTC 

RA  19776133 

Carter,  Stand 

PTC 

RA  198A0879 

Benges,  Randall 

PTC 

05  55826873 

Chapin,  Soman 

PTC 

OS  55826873 

Sanaa,  Jaws  D. 

PTC 

RA  15062539 

Alvarez,  Joes 

PTC 

OS  56366A56 

Benton,  Lester  H. 

PTC 

OS  53A05092 

Toons  end.  Jack 

SSG 

RA  14502063 

Daniels,  den 

SGT 

VS  51553858 
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te. 

Dillard,  COlvar 

SPA 

OS  53A02B66 

1 

Capalbo,  Kenneth  A. 

SPA 

BA  11AA0AA7 

Chavis,  JSmr 

SOT 

BA  533931A3 

| 

j 

Monfort  i,  Biehard 

PPC 

BA  12736596 

t 

i 

* 

Adana,  Janas 

PTC 

03  52639001 

faith,  J«es 

PPC 

BA  1A936A51 

• 

Iaeas,  lari 

SPA 

03  5A365626 

Flowers,  Jiangr 

PPC 

OS  53A0S320 

Holnan,  Delane 

SPA 

03  5A365005 

Qr«t,  Edward  0. 

PPC 

US  515697AO 

Wright,  Aldan 

PPC 

BA  16*72281 

ladaa,  Hiehaal 

PPC 

BA  16*2  QUA 

Boggs,  John  S. 

PPC 

BA  157A309A 

Bewail,  Harold  B. 

sso 

B>.  1A678508 

Blea,  Bandall 

PPT 

BA  198175 9A 

Roorvar,  Ernest  L. 

PPC 

OS  526AD969 

Blarfcahear,  Clarence 

SPA 

05  53A0096* 

C'laml,  tarry 

SPA 

03  56025505 

Uadaay,  J.  B. 

PPC 

HA  1A889A20 

Hewlett# ,  taa 

CPL 

BA  25286*71 

Hatcher,  Thanes  0, 

SPA 

BA  1277367A 

Banot,  John  F. 

PPC 

HA  U953A60 

Brawls/,  Don 

SPA 

HA  12753282 

DaonB,  Myna  B. 

PSS 

HA  17311973 

: 

Thaapaoc,  Ain 

SSG 

HA  57321112 

ting,  Sami 

SPA 

BA  13*6707* 

Parry,  La  an  on  C. 

SPA 

OS  526A3S25 

i 

: 

Skatth  Larry 

PPC 

OS  55*27966 

? 

I 

> 

j 

Harris,  Hiehaal 

PPC 

BA  1*712306 

Boatt,  Babin  B. 

SGT 

OS  5263A0A6 

y 

Ely,  Qi  arias 

SPA 

OS  52620089 

1 
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ASM 

FVrs*,  Roberto 

SP4 

CS  5017761® 

Lob?,  Jaasa  a. 

PTC 

KA  1S7A1875 

Tcnlia,  Melria 

PTC 

OS  53-.0713A 

Lathan,  Billie  R. 

spa 

RA  14989405 

Duncan.  Riillip 

PTC 

RA  11566802 

Roybal,  Teddy 

PTC 

OS  51366501 

Caros o,  Joseph 

SPA 

OS  51549537 

Maple  j,  Franc i* 

PTC 

RA  15955A75 

Qminghai,  Richard  B. 

SPA 

OS  54369001 

Cassidy,  Rayaond 

PTC 

RA  12763646 

Botaeert,  Kenneth 

SPA 

RA  14925976 

Tippa,  Joseph 

PTC 

OS  51506791 

Bills,  Stsrsn 

PTC 

RA  19849876 

Arnold,  Dais 

PTC 

OS  55834900 

C— tall,  Kerns th 

SPA 

RA  19851410 

Pares,  Melvin 

PTC 

RA  12756292 

Prudes,  Idmraod 

PTC 

RA  13876480 

J^nart,  Berttis 

S3C 

RA  27532907 

Sc*rola,  Fredrick 

SPA 

RA  11465702 

Beokrton,  Jctvnie 

SPA 

OS  54369681 

Talaad,  Dwayne 

SPA 

RA  19873669 

Paternoetro,  Jmam  B. 

S5T 

OS  51541078 

O' BTyaa,  BUI 

SOT 

RA  19869173 

Xrests,  Leonard 

PTC 

05  56366389 

English,  Sayroad 

PTC 

RA  15925617 

Oarls,  Jos 

PTC 

OS  56392050 

finger,  Richard 

PTC 

OS  56945569 

Brooks,  Jo taxy 

SGT 

RA  33767144 

WSoe,  Chester 

PTC 

05  5*372558 

Peralij ,  Zaador 

PTC 

PA  19853183 
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SAME 

GRATE 

ASM 

Sehmuck,  Helmut 

PFC 

RA  12754438 

Smith,  Villi  am  B. 

PFC 

RA  16836210 

Kapule,  Wilfred 

SGT 

RA  10112789 

Thornhill,  Jess* 

PFC 

RA  14931981 

Crus,  Gerald 

SP4 

RA  17731902 

Johnson,  Phillip 

PFC 

OS  56690853 

Kohaya,  Bobby  S. 

PFC 

RA  18906073 

Siseaore,  Earl 

SGT 

03  52636196 

Hopldne,  Elmo 

SP4 

OS  55834844 

Fitsanko,  Steven 

SP4 

RA  16838962 

Pierce,  Lymood 

PFC 

RA  12730531 

Nolden,  Joseph 

SSG 

RA  13485031 

McMahan,  Trey  G. 

PFC 

RA  14912878 

Crane,  Richard 

PFC 

OS  55642544 

Beck,  William 

PFC 

RA  14926798 

Parks,  Pater 

PFC 

RA  13976065 

Wilson,  Chester 

SP4 

RA  19851255 

Williams,  Willie  T, 

PFT 

RA  19842696 

Gist,  Roger 

SGT 

RA  14624896 

Dttlin,  George 

SSG 

RA  15378502 

Sabastion,  Gerald 

SOT 

RA  132617Q4 

C/2/503d  Infantry 

Deane,  James  R. 

PFC 

OS  52628650 

Gardy,  Charles  M. 

SSG 

RA  14704311 

Smeding,  Pater  M. 

SGT 

RA  51532462 

IAetaert,  William  P. 

PFC 

OS  55828047 

lynch,  Peter  F, 

PFC 

RA  18774585 

larring,  Kenneth 

SSG 

RA  15538739 

Blattenberger,  Richard 

SP4 

RA  12690763 

Wood,  James  C. 

PFC 

RA  15765263 
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ASK 

Pines,  John  G, 

PPC 

RA  14963938 

Melton,  Clayton 

3GT 

RA  18742395 

Langhan,  Daniel  V. 

PFC 

RA  18741828 

Oarcla,  Pedro  I. 

3P4 

RA  18745539 

Drieh,  George  R, 

PPC 

US  55899605 

Tuttle,  Lloyd  V, 

PPC 

US  56336487 

Kiihl,  Willi*  D„ 

PPC 

RA  126592>2 

Meeks,  Richard  L. 

PPC 

03  52620463 

Supove,  Peter 

SP4 

US  53400887 

Culp,  Willi  a*  r. 

PTC 

RA  18774219 

Welch,  Stephen 

PFC 

RA  18905783 

Henderson,  Jams  R, 

PPC 

RA  16955209 

Catossl,  Paul  H, 

PPC 

RA  12754222 

Torres,  Secundine 

PPC 

US  56378892 

Coles,  Joseph  T. 

PPC 

RA  12751500 

Oged;  Wallace 

PFC 

RA  18752214 

Constatino,  Michael 

SP4 

RA  13875960 

Plankett ,  Braxton 

SSG 

RA  35820729 

Hendon,  Charles  W, 

SP4 

US  55823232 

McDonald,  Char  lea  J. 

PSO 

RA  11302193 

Alexander,  Douglas  M, 

SR4 

US  54361280 

Dove,  Bermie  S, 

SSG 

RA  54219243 

Denbrcwsid.,  Broca  C, 

PPC 

RA  14902830 

Soule,  Dannie  T„  SV(. 

OOJ. 

*'*  »r 

RA  12463357 

Garvin,  Patrick  X, 

SP4 

RA  19833665 

Horten,  Bill  W. 

SP4 

"US  55823232 

Bonilla,  Ricardo 

PPC 

RA  12755479 

Carter,  Preston  K. 

PPC 

US  53405104 

Keller,  Willi*  J. 

PFC 

RA  13862222 

Case ad dan,  Roger  D, 

PPC 

US  55895534 

18 
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ASM 

Johnson,  Ronald  D, 

SP4 

RA  14827265 

Mias,  Herrin 

PTC 

RA  14921317 

Lsflsr,  Janes  PI 

PTC 

RA  19866812 

Ellewood,  Russel  0. 

PFC 

RA  16972028 

Jenkins,  Willi  a*  R. 

SSG 

RA  14670034 

Montague,  Janes  V. 

SP4 

RA  17724199 

Malone,  Michael  L. 

PFC 

RA  17737845 

Bradley,  Millie  C. 

SP4 

RA  18737514 

Magwood,  Nathaniel 

PFC 

RA  14912120 

Thonpeen,  Robert  Jr. 

PFC 

OS  53385495 

Watson,  LaMont 

PFC 

RA  18906080 

Garcia,  John 

PVT 

RA  18745539 

Pabrisch,  Keith  C. 

PFC 

OS  55880540 

Mader,  Phillip 

PFC 

OS  55875545 

Martino,  Robert  L. 

SP4 

RA  13887675 

Bigger,  Floyd 

PFC 

03  52666068 

Walls,  CalYln 

PFC 

RA  12756398 

Wilson,  Herbert  Jr, 

PFC 

RA  12938793 

Ebald,  Michael  L. 

PFC 

RA  15758656 

Stalker,  Johnny  R. 

SP4 

RA  19857438 

Walker,  John  F. 

PVT 

OS  53398794 

Carre on,  John  G. 

PFC 

OS  56395730 

Castillo,  Jains 

PFC 

OS  19860483 

Cartegena,  Angel  L. 

PFC 

os  51664650 

Fluck,  Janes  C. 

PFC 

RA  13858748 

Collins,  Clifford  C. 

PFC  ' 

RA  13874798 

Blissard,  Kenneth  I. 

SSG 

RA  14574981 

Hsmy,  Cecil  0. 

SOT 

RA  14771161 

Igilo,  Charles  J, 

SP4 

OS  51559878 

Konen,  David  E, 

SSG 

RA  16249087 
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ASN 

Santelli,  Robert  J, 

SP4 

RA  13862590 

Doneatorg,  Alfonso 

PTC 

RA  12753508 

Brown,  Julius 

£-.0 

RA  14473739 

King,  Nathaniel 

SGT 

RA  14718872 

Loser,  Ronald  B. 

SP4 

RA  13858937 

Mitchell,  Linwood 

SP4 

RA  13876168 

Wolfe,  Paul  E. 

SP4 

RA  24446906 

Castello,  Larry  D, 

SP4 

US  55826909 

Hill,  Michael  K. 

PFC 

RA  146>8626 

Roman,  Martin  C. 

PFC 

RA  14925211 

Garrett,  Walter  J. 

SP4 

DS  53402525 

Seeley,  Willia*  L. 

SP4 

RA  19709787 

Sneed,  Charlie  Jr. 

PFC 

HS  53385495 

Famer.o  Michael  L. 

PFC 

RA  12733618 

Nicholson,  Sin  C. 

PFC 

RA  16960714 

Lewis,  Jesses  R„ 

PFC 

RA  19840110 

Murry,  Janes 

SGT 

RA  23325284 

Coac,  George  T. 

SGT 

RA  14543008 

Ross,  George  A. 

PFC 

OS  53405392 

Tyler,  Janes  L„ 

SP4 

RA  18724200 

Jenkins,  Alrin  F. 

PFC 

RA  12771045 

Hall,  Clarence 

PFC 

RA  U652015 

Harris,  Nathaniel 

PFC 

RA  14960558 

Frieraon,  Darid  S„ 

SP4 

OS  5340884 2 

Holloway,  Willies  H, 

PFC 

RA  18771045 

Gyant,  Charles  R. 

SSG 

RA  34623010 

Bayne,  Joseph  P, 

PFC 

RA  33875099 

Allen,  Odell 

PFC 

RA  14945257 

ST  Julian,  Leander 

PFC 

OS  54375919 

Depus,  Robert  F, 

PFC 

RA  15742825 
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GRADE 

ASM 

Sharp,  Craig  0, 

PFC 

RA  19996466 

Foote,  George 

PTC 

RA  18774721 

Bam,  Talmadge  G» 

SPA 

DS  53400606 

Handley,  Larry  C, 

SOT 

RA  18635737 

Felix,  Lorenr-c  0. 

SP4 

RA  19857229 

Jenson,  Daryl  R» 

SPA 

OS  56392058 

Hill,  Robert  L„ 

PTC 

RA  17724818 

Prouty,  John  M. 

P7T 

OS  56372861 

Hart,  Barry  L„ 

SPA 

RA  13893862 

Saes-Rsmires,  Angel  ?„ 

SSG 

RA  50127301 

Alandt,  Charles  B, 

PFC 

U  16848642 

Green,  Moses 

SP4 

RA  32735824 

Moore,  Douglas  E. 

SGT 

RA  53337643 

McIntyre,  Janes  F. 

SGT 

RA  14689374 

Parris,  Vernon  L. 

PVT 

RA  51582557 

Smith,  James  A, 

PFC 

RA  15761667 

Stephens,  Warren  A. 

SPA 

OS  52635318 

Koeton,  David  P„ 

SPA 

RA  52566146 

Sklles,  James  A. 

PFC 

US  51569634 

Anthony,  Lianell  S. 

PFC 

03  56393665 

Gilbert,  Joeeuh  P, 

PFC 

RA  16873304 

Bothwell,  Frank  E„ 

SGT 

RA  51466462 

Craig,  Morris  R„ 

PFC 

US  5437548 i 

Wilson,  Raymond  C„ 

PFC 

RA  15740140 

Adams,  John  L0 

SP4 

RA  14898562 

Drake,  Michael  J. 

PFC 

RA  128815 05 

Bennet,  Charles  H, 

PFC 

RA  14877382 

Vasques,  Selvester  J. 

PFC 

RA  19889170 

Curran,  Paul  W, 

PFC 

RA  12772830 

Garrison,  S,  S, 

PFC 

RA  11461509 

21 

CONFIDENTIAL 


jgfegp3gggSg£g^gHEmOBS8SSSHSMSSti<Sra 


% 

•  *4 


^3 


**  st^ms**?'**  ♦***  >^,v---v-  * 


P  A»RC53£ 


AA  Air*  I  Af  »»▼  «  *  £ 

uunr  i  uc.ni  t  al 
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GRADE 

Gould,  Richard  I, 

FTC 

Jonas,  Robert  L„ 

PPC 

Bear a,  Garyl 

PFC 

Korea,  Gary  D, 

PTC 

Johnson,  Walter  J0 

SP4 

Broady,  Willie  J„ 

SGT 

Leyva1,  Parra-Frias  R„ 

PFC 

Strack,  Lawrence 

PTT 

tin  e  mi  nU  o#a  TWi  4 

Welgand,  Leo 

nito  Bury  JG.  BD  . 

PFC 

Sapplngton,  Charles 

SP5 

Schwarts,  Harold 

SP4 

Biggs,  Haeer 

9GM 

Ragus,  Morris  K„ 

SSG 

Day,  Dennis 

SSG 

Worlngton,  Janes 

CPT 

Grant,  Charles 

PFC 

Soils,  Terrence 

PFC 

A/3/319th  Ar 

Zanon,  George  J, 

SFC 

Pas  car  ell  a,  Frank 

1LT 

O' Heal,  George  H, 

1SG 

Oney,  Henry  L, 

SFC 

Cans,  Glyn 

SGT 

Jonas,  Arcs Idas 

SGT 

Evans,  Janas  L, 

1LT 

Pate,  O'Weal  J, 

SFC 

Brooks,  John 

SSG 

Mitchell,  Willis 

SSG 

Salas ar,  Paul 

SGT 

CONFIDENTIAL 


ASH 

HS  52663243 
US  53332282 
RA  34944418 
RA  19871516 
03  56395393 
RA  13372852 
RA  18335803 
RA  12762429 

RA  13871939 
RA  14683108 
RA  19857510 
RA  14009653 
RA  14572969 
RA  17519377 
096291 
RA  10825174 
RA  16833099 

RA  28723097 
05419050 
RA  18230333 
RA  13461816 
RA  I97A0915 
RA  15550462 
OF  103292 
RA  14213408 
RA  51289130 
RA  18473906 
RA  19590468 
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GRADE 

ASM 

Wllllama/foray 

SGT 

RA  135 02095 

Crus,  Guadalupe 

CPL 

RA  19857639 

Cer* oelmo,  Anthony 

CPL 

RA  12725507 

Aabnry,  Clinton 

2P4 

RA  15725507 

Baker,  Hilbert 

SP4 

RA  13857423 

Rogers,  Georg*  H. 

SSG 

RA  24633635 

Hardy,  Richard  L, 

SOT 

RA  14644648 

Crus,  Peter 

CPL 

DS  55359393 

Drake,  Randall 

CPL 

RA  15725226 

Linda  ay,  Arthur 

CPL 

vs  52626972 

Matthews,  Robert 

SP4 

RA  14897605 

Bogan,  Jinmie 

PTC 

RA  36856599 

Carlyle,  Dennis 

PPC 

RA  16841772 

Chaekei,  Glno 

PPG 

OS  56397137 

Calderon,  Joan 

PTC 

RA  19859544 

Bs  arson,  John 

SGT 

RA  53363290 

Daria,  Andrew 

CPL 

DS  52548099 

Woods,  deopims  G, 

CPL 

DS  53403159 

Call,  Kenneth 

SP4 

RA  17701635 

Foreman,  Eugene 

SP4 

os  51541623 

McMamms,  Darid 

SP4 

RA  19852208 

Roberta,  Billy  R. 

SP4 

RA  3868271 2 

Ward,  Brace  G. 

SP4 

RA  19822508 

Hale,  Robert  W, 

PPC 

RA  13867048 

Harris,  Franchot 

PPC 

RA  16857368 

Tonng,  Rayjord 

SSG 

RA  53327273 

Daria,  Ronald 

CPL 

OS  52626963 

Rose,  Keith 

SP4 

VS  55859635 

Chriawell,  Troian 

PPC 

RA  19803684 

Cortes,  Alfred 

PPC 

RA  15754526 
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MB 

GRATE 

ASM 

Glen,  Thaw* 

PTC 

RA  I39684A3 

Dinerdo,  Paul 

PTC 

RA  14915931 

Perak,  John 

PTC 

RA  16610*69 

Kraus,  Darid 

PTC 

RA  15735194 

Amish,  Raynond 

PTC 

RA  15735276 

fiipSOB,  BoOMTSlt 

30T 

RA  54232006 

Grant,  Jam 

SPA 

RA  19657644 

Gatlin,  Carlton 

PTC 

RA  14943059 

Goibeeki,  Phillip 

PTC 

os  52652299 

Jeanette,  Hobart 

PTC 

RA  21346656 

Johnson,  Killian 

PTC 

RA  12734475 

h*k,  wwUr 

PTC 

RA  16755190 

Llndberg,  Staron 

PTC 

03  55788495 

Look,  Klnar 

PTC 

OS  56396234 

Lopas,  Jlaqr 

PTC 

RA  18743921 

Pinkston,  Hugh 

PTC 

OS  53422633 

Stroap,  Kenneth 

PTC 

RA  16656770 

Sot tar  field,  Gerald 

PTC 

RA  19669784 

Tapia,  Richard 

PTC 

OS  56395067 

Watson,  Delando 

PTC 

RA  16624201 

Webb,  Leonard 

PTC 

RA  14912610 

Winberry,  Janes 

PTC 

KA  13988561 

Zarate,  Ignacio 

PTC 

OS  56396225 

Miller,  John  A. 

PTC 

OS  51558830 

Pinn,  Reginald  0. 

PTC 

03  51579553 

Isnteria,  Darid 

PTC 

RA  18754348 

Baines,  Bock 

PTC 

RA  28764669 

Sanaa,  John 

PTC 

RA  17747693 

Shonrtlldga,  John 

PTC 

RA  15732785 

Saith,  Arthur 

PTC 

RA  14892523 
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ji  Ana 

GRATE 

ASH 

Stewart,  John 

PFC 

RA  138741 22 

Doraay,  Thcnas 

U.T 

05M°855 

O’Conner,  Roy  F, 

PTC 

RA  127 66022 

Sturderant,  Thonaa 

SSG 

RA  53068921 

Denhan,  Charles 

m 

RA  14897493 

Riggins,  Alrin 

SGT 

RA  18386921 

Kiaha,  Henry 

SP4 

RA  10121251 

Hayes,  Thou  as 

PFC 

RA  19874689 

Funderburk,  Rupert  A. 

SP4 

RA  14923168 

Beissvani’er..  Robert  F, 

SGT 

RA  13627371 

Hanpt,  Joseph  C. 

SP5 

RA  12621280 

Kouirtcastle,  Janes  L, 

SFC 

RA  23009758 

Harchant,  Charles  D. 

SP5 

RA  18660216 

Warner,  Ecfeund  H. 

PSG 

RA  17464014 

Stout,  Tiaothy  It, 

SGT 

RA  12608596 

Wilson,  Leroy  i. 

SRt 

RA  19831225 

McCarthy,  Richard  T. 

PFC 

RA  11469126 

Wright,  Henry  L. 

PFC 

RA  14926685 

Ahrens-  K-nry  M. 

PFC 

RA  14926261 

Odgaard,  Dennis  R. 

PFC 

RA  17715265 

Gains,  Donald  0. 

PFC 

RA  15744394 

Ingraa,  John  D„ 

SP4 

RA  17729916 

Green,  Charles  T. 

SFC 

RA  24903253 

Dingess,  John  F» 

SGT 

RA  13636163 

Delegado,  Enrique 

SGT 

RA  19805543 

Rtrers,  Herbert  T,« 

SP4 

RA  15578431 

Means,  Ale*  Jr. 

SP4 

RA  14883033 

Taglia,  Dean  B. 

SP4 

OS  51548573 

Qrtit,  Baroorso 

PFC 

OS  50183468 

Hast,  Riehard  B. 

PFC 

RA  11461519 
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jWB 

GRADS 

ASH 

Jennings,  Walter  R. 

PTC 

03  57538324 

Langley,  Stanley  D, 

CPL 

RA  16695294 

Helper,  Peter  L, 

PTC 

0S  55867662 

Curran,  Leonard  J, 

PFC 

RA  18755121 

Munsil,  Richard  G. 

PFC 

0S  55866030 

Tocner,  Jerry  A, 

SP4 

RA  13844576 

Stewart,  Janes 

9GT 

RA  13704407 

Mulherin,  Janes 

SP4 

0S  55814379 

P&tticn,  Berry 

SP4 

DS  52634345 

Sec ora,  Michael 

PTC 

RA  19835376 

Krolinoweki,  Gary 

PFC 

0S  55831763 

Lobdell,  Barry 

PFC 

RA  16844872 

Crigayls,  Arthur 

PFC 

RA  17726195 

Reed,  John  J. 

PFC 

RA  13872273 

Stnners,  Clarence 

PFC 

PA  19869734 

Eagr  Co,  173d  Abn  Bde 

Owens,  Janes  D. 

9GT 

RA  14879591 

Perelra-Rirera,  0. 

SGT 

RA  29129978 

Mswtcn,  Michael  K. 

SP5 

RA  17723154 

Barton,  Richard  B. 

SP4 

OS  51560640 

Kelson,  Janes  B. 

SP4 

RA  13890305 

Collier,  Melrln  T. 

*FC 

RA  19873836 

Svedenbord,  Paul  A. 

PFC 

RA  15742255 

Batiste,  John  J. 

PFC 

rs  54605270 

Robinson,  Clarence 

FFC 

PA  53325513 

Co  A  (Ada).  173d  Abn  Mia 

Higgins,  Michael  R. 

SP4 

RA  168C8632 

Holland,  Douglas  C. 

SP4 

0S  55792299 

Epiey,  Louis  P,  A. 

SP4 

RA  14922675 

Hell,  Donald  C. 

PFC 

RA  14916610 
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gjgg 

GRADE 

ASS 

McKay,  Jeffty  S, 

1LT 

05 02286A 

Waters,  Charles  i. 

CPT 

0313962A 

172d  MI  Det 

Foot,  Lester  M, 

1LT 

C5A18122 

Burgess,  Peter  D. 

CPT 

093596 

Starsiak.  Richard  P. 

11T 

05326650 

16th  Sig  Det.  II  FFORCET 

Jacobs,  Bnelindo  A 

SPA 

RA  501689A9 

173d  Sot  Bn 

HHD 

Windsor,  Janes  A. 

MAJ 

091A27 

Cheatham,  Lentil 

SGT 

RA  5A19A298 

Kozak,  Thcnas 

SPA 

DS  515A8896 

Ccnpanr  C,  Saroly  &  Transoortation 

Melvin,  Howard  P. 

CWA 

W9035» 

Meridith,  David  L. 

2LT 

052A13U 

Mathews,  Charles  F. 

SSG 

RA  19A79A6A 

Staith,  Richard  M„ 

SP5 

RA  1A365501 

Ward,  Jlas tj  L, 

SP5 

RA  1A520513 

Kngardner,  Terry  E. 

SPA 

RA  138A2003 

Barthule,  Rnsael  T. 

SPA 

RA  16809650 

Hickman,  Ronald  J. 

SPA 

RA  1-728001 

Keller,  Robert  L. 

SPA 

RA  13852505 

Kelly,  Charles 

SPA 

R *  15717296 

Six,  George  W. 

SPA 

RA  1A890979 

Birring,  Wallace  B, 

SPA 

RA  1A87A656 

Gaines,  Robert  M, 

SPA 

RA  U90A872 

Flood,  Clifford 

SPA 

RA  138AA828 

George,  Eugene  C. 

PFC 

RA  12753077 

Bataan,  Clifford  W. 

PTC 

RA  13872663 
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MS 

outs 

»M,  Jack  F, 

PTC 

XI 1145502 

Cvnri  Patrick  3. 

?FC 

U  11895175 

Haber,  Dais  i. 

FTC 

U  38710*7 

Haris,  Stsrliag  H. 

PTC 

«  353S9977 

Ctaur  B.  Mieal 

J*eka»,  Bill  K. 

CP? 

0573200. 

BstMomc,  Xsitksv 

ISC 

U  16232913 

Tmrgu co,  Xobsrt  L. 

SB* 

KA  1960529 

Loses,  Loa^aa 

STX 

M  13708095 

Cssmb,  Harold  1, 

S9C 

U  15506*6 

Marti*,  Waltsr 

six 

OS  5*3CT*5« 

as 
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1*  Phase  I  -  Alrbor-s  Assault 

a.  Tha  following  correspondents ' arrive  1  at  DZ  CHARLIE  aboard  the  Commanding 
General1  a  helisopt-Jr  imediately  foilwing  the  Jomp. 

Henri  Huet  -  Associated  Press 

Dave  Barrington  -  >BC 

Jim  Burr  -  HBC 

b,  The  following  personnel  free  Army  Public  Information  Offices  participated 
In  tha  combat  assault. 

Major  Dixon 

Lieutenant  Jeffery  S,  McKay 
SP4  Michael  R,  Higgins 
SP  4  Louis  P,  Splay  Jr. 

SP  4  Donald  C.  Hall 
SP  4  Douglas  C.  Holland 

e.  The  following  civilian  press  correspondents  also  participated  in  the 
combat  assault, 

Kathy  Leroy  -  French  female  freelance  for  AP 
Bill  Hall  -  Former  Special  Forces,  freelance  for  DPI 
Doug  Sapper  -  Former  Special  Forces,  South  China  Morning  Post,  Ltd,  and 
Petra  11  Associates 

d,  Ken  Gale  with  two  Vietnamese  cameramen  (ABC)  came  into  the  DZ  aboard 
Colonel  Shaw’s  helicopter, 

e,  The  following  correspondents  stayed  aboard  C-130's  during  and  a* ter  the 

Juspt 

Hci-st  Faas  -  Associated  Press 
Steiahadt  -  CBS 
Den  Moeer  -  Life 
Co  Rentaeiater  -  Life 
Voeuu  -  NBC 

f,  Robert  J,  Ellison  (Fatrell  Assoc)  came  in  later  from  the  1st  Division 
by  helicopter. 
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2.  Phaas  II  -  Ainaobile  aesault 

a.  The  following  news  correspondents  were  with  the  1st  hstt  .lion,  5P3d  Infan 
try  on  the  initial  assault  frcn  SUOI  DA. 

Bill  Wordha*  and  two  eaaeraaen  (Vietnaaese)  -  NBC 

Tan  Buckley  -  New  Tork  Tines 

Horst  Faas  -  AP 

Ted  Koppel  -  ABC 

b.  The  following  news  correspondents  were  with  the  2d  Battalion  dnriig 
the  lift  frcn  vicinity  ICATUC. 

Henri.  Huet  -  AP 

SP4  Higgins  and  SP4  Hall  (173d  ten  Bde  PIO) 
e.  The  following  were  with  the  4/5Q3d  Infantry  during  lift  fraa  vie  KATtH. 
John  Leslie  -  AP 

John  Hart  and  two  Tiatnaasse  eaaeraaen  -  CBS 
Robin  Hannock  -  Tiae  Magazine 
Leon  Daniel  -  DPI 
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